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Culture is GREAT
It would be almost impossible to avoid Britain’s cultural assets while on a visit here: from
famous sculptures situated slap bang in the middle of the Yorkshire countryside, to Banksy
graffiti gracing the walls of the most ordinary suburban street, you can appreciate art,
culture and creativity at every turn. If you’re actively seeking out fantastic exhibitions,
entertaining theatre and musicals or a silver-screen-for-real experience, you’ll be spoilt for
choice.
2017 promises to be a great year for culture. It marks significant anniversaries of Jane
Austen and Sherlock Holmes. There are scores of events taking place in Hull, the UK City
of Culture 2017. New galleries will be opening in the northern city and elsewhere across
Britain, as well as new museums. Films and TV shows shot in Britain will continue to
captivate audiences worldwide. And, of course, on top of all of this, there’s the everpresent culture of Britishness, which has to be experienced first-hand.
So much cultural activity means plenty of reasons to visit Britain, and lots of fantastic
stories for media to cover – which is why we’ve put together this guide full of information
and ideas especially for media. Delve into Britain’s cultural scene and come out inspired.
Did you know…?
-

If you ask for a ‘Britney Spears’ in a pub in London you might end up with a pint of
beer (see page seven)
If you visit Falkirk in Scotland you can see a pair of colossal steel horse heads, and
even walk inside them (see page 43)
Belfast is home to a 10 metre long salmon (see page 42)
The world’s highest and longest tunnel slide is wrapped around an outdoor
sculpture in east London, and you can go down it! (see page 56)
Harry Potter was born in a coffee shop in Edinburgh (see page 71)
Every year a large group of people dress up as Jane Austen characters and take to
the streets of Bath in England – and you can join them (see page 74)
Dolly, the world’s most famous cloned sheep, is on display at a museum in Britain
(see page 124)
Britain has a whole museum dedicated to the national sport – football! (see page
142)
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British culture through the ages
Trace Britain's fascinating history and rich cultural heritage by visiting an attraction
that brings the pages of a history book to life. From extravagant Tudor palaces to
recreations of Victorian towns, there are endless ways to experience British culture
through the ages. Our era-by-era guide highlights some of the country’s top timeless
treats.
Medieval Britain (5th to the 15th century)
Explore a 14th-century moated castle
Built in 1385 to protect south-east England from the French during the Hundred Years'
War, Bodiam Castle in East Sussex (56 miles south of London) is surrounded by a
spring-fed moat. The interiors may now be in ruins, but you can still explore the
remains of the chapel, the family quarters and the Great Hall.
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/bodiam-castle
Celebrate Scotland's national hero
At the summit of Abbey Craig, a hilltop near Stirling, a 40-minute drive north of
Glasgow, the National Wallace Monument celebrates the life of Sir William Wallace,
Scotland's national hero, who defeated King Edward's Army at the Battle of Stirling
Bridge in 1297. See the legendary Wallace Sword in the Hall of Heroes and enjoy views
of Loch Lomond and the Firth of Forth from atop the tower.
www.nationalwallacemonument.com
Tudor Britain (1485 to 1603)
Follow in the footsteps of Henry VIII
Set in 60 acres of formal gardens on
the banks of the river Thames near
Kingston, Hampton Court Palace was
Henry VIII's favourite royal
residence. From its vast kitchens
(complete with spice rooms and wine
cellars) to its indoor tennis court and
Royal Maze, it was built to entertain
royal revellers. Time a trip to
coincide with an 'Encounters with the
Past' performance, and see actors in
authentic costumes bring the Tudor
period to life.
www.hrp.org.uk/hampton-court-palace

A king’s playground: Hampton Court Palace © VisitEngland

Visit Shakespeare's hometown, Stratford-upon-Avon
Prolific playwright, William Shakespeare, grew up in Tudor England. Celebrate his life
and works in his birthplace, Stratford-upon-Avon, 40 miles south of Birmingham. Visit
the timbered house where he was born, explore Anne Hathaway's pretty thatched
cottage and catch a play at the Swan Theatre, which is a recreation of a Tudor-style
galleried auditorium.
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www.visitstratforduponavon.co.uk
Georgian Britain (1714 to 1837)
Stroll around a Georgian landscape
Some of Britain's most impressive and beautiful landscapes were designed in the
Georgian period by Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown. Thought to be 'England's greatest
gardener', Brown transformed many of the country's estates, and is particularly known
for introducing huge, serpentine waterways (all of which had to be dug out by hand).
See some of his most impressive designs can be found at Milton Abbey in Dorset
(south-west England), Chatsworth in Derbyshire (north England), and Blenheim Palace
in Oxfordshire (south England).
www.capabilitybrown.org
Experience Georgian life at Stamford's Georgian festival
Celebrating the town’s heritage, the annual Stamford's Georgian Festival features
horse-drawn carriage rides, Georgian dance and poetry performances, as well as craft
workshops. This Lincolnshire town is around a 90-minute drive from Birmingham and
boasts some of Britain's finest Georgian architecture.
www.stamfordgeorgianfestival.co.uk
Regency Britain (1811 to 1820)
Enjoy afternoon tea Jane Austen-style
Set in a Georgian townhouse on the street where Jane Austen once lived, the Jane
Austen Centre in Bath celebrates the city's most famous resident. After touring the
exhibition with a guide dressed in period costume, head to the Regency Tea Room to
indulge in a traditional afternoon tea. www.janeausten.co.uk
Explore George IV's seaside palace
Inspired by India's Taj Mahal, the
Royal Pavilion in Brighton was built
between 1787 and 1823 as a
flamboyant weekend escape for
George IV (who served as Prince
Regent between 1811 and 1820 when
his father George III was deemed
unfit to rule). The exotic facade is
matched by oriental-inspired
interiors, and visitors can explore
the grand banqueting room, the
Palace by the sea: the Royal Pavilion, Brighton ©
VisitEngland
mammoth kitchen and the music
room with its dramatic ceiling.
www.brightonmuseums.org.uk/royalpavilion
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Victorian Britain (1837 to 1901)
Shop like a Victorian in
Shropshire
Experience Victorian life at Blists
Hill, an open-air museum in
Ironbridge, Shropshire, 35 miles
from Birmingham. This hands-on
attraction is a recreation of a
small industrial town as it was in
the late 1800s, and features
traditional shops, workshops and
Living history: Blists Hill © VisitEngland
pubs, all staffed by people in
period costume. Exchange
money for Victorian tokens and stock up on old-fashioned treats at the sweet shop, or
marvel at the medicinal potions from the chemist.
www.ironbridge.org.uk/our-attractions/blists-hill-victorian-town
Ride a Victorian steam train in Wales
Take a scenic journey through Snowdonia National Park in Wales on the Ffestiniog
Railway, the world's oldest narrow gauge railway. The company was founded in 1832
and three of the original locomotives remain. Follow the 13.5-mile route from the
harbour town of Porthmadog to the slate mining town of Blaenau Ffestiniog as you
enjoy spectacular mountain scenery.
www.festrail.co.uk
Modern Britain (1902 onwards)
Learn about the RMS Titanic
In a striking waterfront building,
Titanic Belfast tells the story of
RMS Titanic's construction and
launch right through to its
infamous maiden voyage in 1912.
The nine galleries feature fullscale reconstructions, interactive
exhibitions and artefacts including
onboard menus and letters
written on board the ship.
www.titanicbelfast.com
Titanic Belfast © Tourism Northern Ireland

See inside Buckingham Palace
Buckingham Palace, located in London, opens its doors every summer, giving visitors
the chance to explore its grand State Rooms. Used by the Royal Family for ceremonial
occasions and entertaining, the chandelier-studded rooms feature treasures from the
Royal Collection and paintings by the likes of Rubens and Canaletto. Refuel with tea
and scones at the Garden Cafe, which overlooks the palace's famous lake.
www.royalcollection.org.uk/visit/the-state-rooms-buckingham-palace
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Being British
From Scotland’s cities to the beaches of Cornwall, Britain is home to a diverse array of
people, dialects and tastes. Here are some top tips to make you feel at home in some of
the country’s most distinctive cultures.
How to be: Scottish
What to say: “Braw” is literally a great word to drop into conversation in Scotland as it is
commonly used to describe something that is fine or nice.
What to eat: Haggis, a savoury pudding made from offal, onions, suet and spices, is a
popular and definitively Scottish dish to try.
Where to stay: Leith, two miles to the north of the centre of Scotland’s capital city,
Edinburgh, is full of friendly pubs and restaurants that are popular with locals.
Where to go: Howies is a popular chain in Scotland, with two restaurants in Edinburgh, and
one in Aberdeen, and prides itself on using local ingredients. Try the lunch menu, and try
Scottish specialities such as Cullen Skink (a haddock chowder), and the famous haggis.
Top Tip: Scotland’s weather can be changeable, especially in the mountains. Check
forecasts before you travel – weather systems can be very localised, with completely
different conditions in towns only 20 minutes from each other!
How to be: a Liverpudlian
What to say: Food is called “scran” in Liverpool, which is around two hours by train from
London, while a beer is called a “bevie”.
What to eat: Liverpudlians are sometimes affectionately known as ‘scousers.’ This comes
from Liverpool’s signature dish scouse, a Norwegian meat stew adopted by this historic
port’s sailors.
Where to stay: Passionately loved by many across Britain, football is considered a national
sport, and is particularly favoured in Liverpool. This makes the Stanley Park area a perfect
base as its home to Anfield, Liverpool FC’s ground, and Goodison Park, Everton FC’s
stadium.
Where to go: The Jacaranda Club in the city centre is particularly popular thanks to its
jukebox and role in Liverpool’s musical heritage, as the first venue played by The Beatles.
www.facebook.com/The-Jacaranda-Club
Top tip: Don’t forget to visit Crosby, a stunning 22-mile stretch of coastline, five miles
north of Liverpool.
How to be: a Londoner
What to say: Cockney rhyming slang has been around for more than a century. It’s not
commonly used by most of its residents, but you may still hear smatterings in the East
End. Old favourites such as “apples and pears”, meaning stairs, have been joined by new
phrases such as “going for a few Britney Spears”, otherwise known as beers.
What to eat: Pie and mash, served with mushy peas and gravy, is east-London’s signature
dish.
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Where to stay: Greenwich, a World Heritage Site that is home to the National Maritime
Museum, offers a picturesque and historic place to stay, away from the hustle and bustle
of the city centre.
Where to go: The Market Porter Pub, near to the centrally located Borough market, offers
an array of local beers and food, and excitingly has also featured in the Harry Potter films.
www.markettaverns.co.uk/the_market_porter
Top tip: A visitor version of the Oyster Card, which Londoners use to access discounted
public transport, can be delivered and topped up before visiting the capital.
www.visitbritainshop.com/world/london-visitor-oyster-card
How to be: Northern Irish
What to say: When something is good, the Northern Irish will say it is “dead on”.
What to eat: The Ulster Fry is the breakfast of choice, best approached on an empty
stomach, as it features bacon, sausages, egg, and potato bread farl; a flat bread made with
potato, flour and buttermilk, which is then cooked on a griddle.
Where to stay: Derry~Londonderry,
in the north-west of Northern
Ireland, is a great destination to
experience modern life in the
province, whilst getting a taste of
the area’s history.
Where to go: Local cuisine specialist,
Browns Restaurant, is one of the
most popular places to eat out along
the picturesque eastern bank of the
River Foyle.
www.brownsrestaurant.com
Relaxing in Derry~Londonderry
Top tip: The rail journey between
Derry~Londonderry and nearby Coleraine is considered to be one of the most beautiful in
the world, gliding over rivers and through lush, green countryside. Make a day of it – from
Coleraine it’s only a short drive to the famous Giant’s Causeway.

How to be: Welsh
What to say: Wales is a bilingual country, with residents widely using both Welsh and
English. A useful Welsh word to know is “diolch”, which means thank you.
What to eat: A popular winter Welsh dish is ‘cawl’, a stew made with bacon, lamb and
vegetables.
Where to stay: Cowbridge offers visitors a pleasant slice of suburban, and rural south
Wales life, just seven miles from Cardiff, which is two hours by train from London.
Where to go: The cafes and restaurants in The Royal Arcade, one of Cardiff’s oldest
shopping arcades, are a great place to people watch and enjoy local food.
www.visitcardiff.com/shopping/royal-arcade
Top tip: Cardiff Bay can be busy on sunny days, with parking hard to come by. Savvy locals
instead head for nearby beauty spots such as Garth Mountain, six miles north of the city
centre.
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How to be: Cornish (Cornwall)
What to say: The Cornish language, Kernewek, has a long heritage – it originates with the
Celtic settlers who inhabited the area before the Roman conquest. Useful phrases include
“myttin da” (good morning) and “mar pleg” (please).
What to eat: A Cornish cream tea,
consisting of a pot of tea, scones,
jam and clotted cream, is an
essential afternoon tradition.
Another local delicacy is a Cornish
pasty, hearty and delicious portions
of meat and vegetables wrapped in
pastry.
Where to stay: Small coastal towns
bejewel the Cornish coast, stop by at
Mevagissey on the southern coast,
known to be among the most scenic
and welcoming.

Traditional dish: a Cornish cream tea © Visit Cornwall/
Adam Gibbard

Where to go: For an authentic
Cornish pasty locals recommend visiting one of baker Malcolm Barnecutt’s cafés, in
Bodmin, St Austell and Rock. www.barnecutt.co.uk
Top tip: Cornwall is a narrow peninsula – at its widest it’s about 45 miles across, and at its
narrowest it’s only seven! This means you’re never far from the sea and, on a clear day,
you can see both coastlines from Bodmin Moor.

How to be: a Geordie (Newcastle)
What to say: The dialect of
Newcastle, in the north-east of
England is one of the richest in
Britain. Here are a few to get you
going: “wey aye man” (yes), “canny”
(good) and “haddawy” (an
expression of disbelief).
What to eat: ‘Stotty,’ a flat, round,
heavy bread commonly filled with
ham and pease pudding.
Newcastle’s bustling quayside

Where to stay: The centrally located
Quayside area is popular with locals and tourists alike, as it’s bustling with cafes, bars and
restaurants.
Where to go: The food stalls around Grainger Market are popular lunchtime destinations.
For an evening meal try the local cuisine and beers at The Bridge Tavern, near the Tyne
Bridge. www.thebridgetavern.com
Top tip: Brace yourself for some steep hills when walking around central Newcastle, which
is built upon the bank of the river Tyne. The extra effort is more than worth it.

Culture is GREAT |9

Eight of the best: #OMGB cultural experiences
Bursting with unique cultural experiences, Britain offers awe-inspiring and spine-tingling
events to fill the senses. Here are just eight of the many #OMGB amazing moments to
enjoy.
1) Watch the Royal Edinburgh
Military Tattoo
Why? As you take in the epic
backdrop of Edinburgh Castle you’ll
be treated to music and
entertainment from more than 48
countries. Feel your goosebumps
rise as the poignant refrain of the
Lone Piper echoes off the castle
walls, and enjoy the spectacular
fireworks display. Cloaked in
ceremony and tradition, 2017’s
Tattoo will embrace the colourful
theme ‘Splash of Tartan’.
www.edintattoo.co.uk

The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo © VisitBritain

Where? Edinburgh Castle, Edinburgh, Scotland.
2) Rediscover Shakespeare at the Globe Theatre in London
Why? There is nowhere better to get a sense of what watching Shakespeare’s plays would
have been like at the time he wrote them, than at the Globe on London’s South Bank. The
original Globe was nearby, but burned down in 1613 during a performance of Henry VIII.
Enjoy the atmosphere at the modern-day Globe, take a seat in the circular gallery or stand
in the yard, and enjoy one of Shakespeare’s greatest plays in the open-air.
www.shakespearesglobe.com
Where? London, England
3) Travel back in time to Georgian
England at the Jane Austen Festival
Why? Be immersed in the ancient
city of Bath, as you walk the streets
of regency England in this seven-day
festival. Be surrounded by elegant
dancers at costumed balls, hear
Austen’s penned words spoken in
the place the author once called
home, and don a costume yourself
for a promenade around the city.
www.janeaustenfestivalbath.co.uk
Where? Bath, south-west England

Three women in period costume © VisitBath
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4) Discover the magic of Harry
Potter

Hogwarts in the snow © Warner Bros Entertainment Inc

Why? Britain is the birthplace of
Harry Potter. Immerse yourself fully
in the boy wizard’s world at the
Warner Bros Studio Tour, with its
treasure trove of sets and props
used in the filming of the movie
series. Step inside the Great Hall,
walk along Diagon Alley and enjoy a
glass of Harry’s favourite tipple,
Butterbeer.
www.wbstudiotour.co.uk

Where? Warner Bros Studio Tour, Leavesdon near London, England.
5) Celebrate Britishness at the Last
night of the Proms
Why? Walk into the grand Royal
Albert Hall and take a seat,
surrounded by the hall’s Victorian
splendour, and be part of this
longstanding tradition founded in
1895. The Last Night of the Proms is
a celebration of Britishness and ends
the eight-week summer season of
daily orchestral and classical music.
The Last Night is a culmination of
The Last Night of the Proms at the Royal Albert Hall,
this annual tradition and is as fun as
London © VisitBritain
it is patriotic.
www.royalalberthall.com/tickets/proms
Where? The Royal Albert Hall, London, England

6) Step in to the birthplace of
Britain’s most iconic band

Interior of The Cavern Club, Liverpool © VisitEngland

Why? Step into the birthplace of
Britain’s most iconic band, The
Beatles and explore the Cavern Club the cradle of British pop music. From
jazz to 21st century indie rock, the
Cavern Club has nurtured bands from
across the eras. Today it stands as an
important piece of contemporary
history, but it’s most important sons
undoubtedly remain the ‘fab four’.
Enjoy live performances from a band
recreating the look and sound of The

Beatles through the week. www.cavernclub.org
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Where? The Cavern Club, Liverpool, north-west England
7) Explore the real life set of
Downton Abbey
Why? Witness the timeless grandeur
of Highclere Estate, and explore the
real life set of the TV series Downton
Abbey. Retrace your favourite on
screen moments as you take in the
elegance of this rich piece of history,
now a cultural icon as much as a
heritage landmark. What’s more, the
estate also has exquisite gardens
and grounds to explore, landscaped
by Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown.
www.highclerecastle.co.uk

Highclere Castle, the location for Downton Abbey

Where? Highclere Castle, Newbury, south-east England
8) Watch theatre perched on a cliff top
Why? Make your way down the stone steps and settle
in for a performance at the Minack Theatre, carved in
to the side of a granite Cornish cliff. Watch
Shakespeare or other carefully-selected plays
performed in front of the rolling waves of the Atlantic
Ocean. If you can tear your eyes away from the
performance, enjoy the spectacular panorama of
Porthcurno Bay. www.minack.com
Where? Cornwall, south-west England

Minack Theatre, Cornwall © Simon
Winnall
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48-hours in Britain’s cultural hotspots
You’ll find a rich variety of museums, galleries and theatres offering plays, ballet and
dance in Britain’s cities. Looking for the perfect place for a cultural weekend or mid-week
break? Choose from one of our 48-hour cultural itineraries, and take in just some of the
highlights on offer.

Hull, north-east England
Located in the county of Yorkshire
on the north-east coast of England,
the city of Kingston upon Hull was
founded in the 12th century, and
since has been a market town,
military supply port, trading hub,
fishing and whaling centre, and an
industrial metropolis.
These days Hull boasts more
contemporary achievements, and is
Britain’s official City of Culture 2017.
For a completely cultural
submersion into an eclectic and
thriving city, take a trip to Hull and
experience the best sights, events
and highlights the city has to offer.

The Humber Bridge at night © Octovision Media

DAY ONE
10am: Explore Hull’s Old Town
Start your day with a stroll around Hull’s Old Town, where beautiful architecture from
bygone eras crowd the historic streets. Spot original features as you explore this hidden
treasure of Hull, and if you’re feeling enticed, take another step back in time at one of the
areas many free museums. Climb aboard a tram at the Streetlife Museum of Transport, or
see the life-size woolly mammoth at the East Riding Museum of Archaeology.
1pm: Discover Hull’s nautical roots at the Maritime Museum
Embracing its nautical connections as a sea-faring city, Hull is home to the impressive
Maritime Museum, where the history of Hull and the whaler's craft of Scrimshaw are
waiting to be discovered. The Museum is housed in the beautiful Victorian Dock Offices in
Queen Victoria Square; make sure to admire the architecture before you go inside, as
these nautical themed offices were designed by Christopher G Wray, and were originally
opened in 1871. www.visithullandeastyorkshire.com/Hull-Maritime-Museum
3pm: Get in the groove at the Museum of Club Culture
Do you know your trance from your disco? Your burlesque from your grime? You soon will
after a visit to the world’s only Museum of Club Culture. Established in 2010 and located in
Hull’s historic and retro Fruit Market area, this unique space focuses on club culture and its
role in our society with regular exhibitions about musical icons and genres.
www.museumofclubculture.com
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7pm: Dine in The Deep
The Deep aquarium is one of Hull’s major visitor attractions, and is home to more than
3,500 fish, as well as the Two Rivers restaurant. Dine among the aquatic displays and
explore the main floor of the aquarium. The restaurant is open on Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays. www.thedeep.co.uk
8.30pm: Enjoy some live music
Music is a strong theme for Hull in 2017, with everything from classical to pop on offer.
Programme highlights include performances from acclaimed classical guitarist Xuefei
Yang, celebrated baritone Roderick Williams, and renowned pianist Christopher Glynn
performing Schubert's Winterreise.
DAY TWO
10am: Explore art galleries, old and new
2017 will see the opening of a brand new gallery: The Humber Street Gallery, which will be
located in the heart of the Fruit Market Cultural Quarter. What better way to celebrate the
City of Culture than to explore the new gallery, and take in the best of contemporary art?
Ferens Art Gallery will be reopened too, with highlights such as the rehang of Pietro
Lorenzetti's panel painting Christ between Saints Paul and Peter, which has undergone
extensive renovation. Five of Francis Bacon's Screaming Popes series are also set to go on
display from January to May 2017. Located in the heart of the city centre, the gallery will
host a variety of other shows throughout the year, including the internationally important
Turner Prize.
12pm: Discover David Hockney’s Wolds
Discover the Yorkshire Wolds from a new perspective and uncover the landscape that so
fascinated the contemporary artist. David Hockney created several large-scale works
especially for the Royal Academy of Arts inspired by the East Yorkshire Landscape, adding
even more of a reason to hop in a car and explore the beautiful countryside via the
Hockney Trail. www.visithullandeastyorkshire.com/yorkshire-wolds/hockney.aspx
3pm: Explore one of the finest country houses in the Yorkshire Wolds
Sledmere House has been attracting visitors for over 200 years, and with its wealth of art
on display, fine architecture spanning across the Georgian and Edwardian periods, and
exquisite décor, it’s easy to see why. Admire the fine examples of furniture by
Chippendale, Hepplewhite and Sheraton; dine in the Terrace Cafe; or explore the stunning
gardens. www.sledmerehouse.com
6pm: Fill up on pie and mash
As its name suggests The Hull Pie sells pies handmade in the city. At its shop in Newland
Avenue you will find pies with a range of fillings, from steak and red wine, to cauliflower
and broccoli cheese. If you’ve still got an appetite, follow it up with one of their chocolate
fudge brownies, baked to a secret recipe.

Culture is GREAT |14

7.30pm: Catch a show at the Hull
Truck Theatre
The Hull Truck Theatre is famous for
presenting its own productions that
feature a strong northern voice, but
also hosts visiting dramas from
around Britain. Highlights for 2017
include the world premiere of the The
Hypocrite by award-winning local
playwright Richard Bean, as well as
performances of Richard III and Our
Mutual Friend.
A performance in Hull © Tom Arran

Where to stay
Rated as one of the region’s top hotels in 2016 on TripAdvisor, the Kingston Theatre Hotel
is situated in the heart of Hull’s historic Old Town and overlooks Kingston Square Gardens.
The 28-bedroom Victorian hotel has its own award-winning restaurant, the Clapham
Restaurant, which offers candlelit dinner, evening menus and Sunday lunch.
www.kingstontheatrehotel.com
Nestled amongst farmland, and offering a laidback yet luxurious stay is The Gardeners
Country Inn which is home to a comfortable pub and restaurant. With rooms spanning
from the luxury maisonette that extends across two floors in its own private lodge, to a
comfortable standard double, there’s a relaxed stay to suit every pocket.
www.thegardenerscountryinn.com
The Lazaat is an intimate and comfortable hotel that houses 13 bedrooms, and is set in
three and a half acres of elegant gardens. Expect a queen sized bed, flat screen TV, free
Wi-Fi and complimentary breakfast. Look out for their new restaurant Imani which is
currently being revamped. www.lazaat.com
How to get there
Kingston upon Hull is in East Riding of Yorkshire in north-east England. It’s easily
accessible from the city of Leeds by a 60-minute train journey, or by car which is 90minute journey. It’s also accessible from Sheffield by both train and car, with both modes
of transport taking 90 minutes. www.visithullandeastyorkshire.com
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Cardiff, Wales
Cardiff (Caerdydd in Welsh) is a
bilingual city where both English and
Welsh are official languages. The
capital of Wales, it has a vitality,
history and ambience to match any
other European capital. Proud of its
heritage, the city and its major
tourist attractions are a mix of the
old and the new. Conveniently
compact, it's very easy to explore
and experience.

Proud heritage: Cardiff Castle © VisitBritain/Ben Selway

DAY ONE
10am: See Cardiff’s architecture from the water
Cardiff is home to an array of stunning architecture – including the iconic Senedd, the
home of the National Assembly for Wales, and the Wales Millennium Centre, a bustling hub
for the arts. Get your bearings and take a boat trip around Cardiff Bay, complete with
stunning views. www.cardiffharbour.com/boat-trips
11.30am: Conquer Cardiff Castle
Built on the site of a third century Roman fort, Cardiff Castle was once of great strategic
importance. Its military significance ultimately waned, and in the 18th century it became
home to the Marquesses of Bute. The third marquess rebuilt the building as a Victorian
Gothic extravaganza, with no expense spared. Its interiors, including the flamboyant
Banqueting Room and Arab Room, are considered some of the finest examples of the
gothic revival style. Climb to the top of the castle’s 12th-century Norman Keep (the little
castle in the middle) for views over the city. www.cardiffcastle.com
2.30pm: Take a tour of Cardiff’s art works
Cardiff is home to a collection of more than 200 public artworks, which span more than
160 years of history. Start your tour in Bute Park, next to the castle, and you’ll find the
‘Animal Wall’. Erected in the 1890s for the third Marquess of Bute, the wall is topped by
glass-eyed animal sculptures including lions, apes, a bear and a lynx. If your tastes are
more modern, head over to Tyndall Street and take a look at Blue Flash, Power Box and
Mesh Chips by John Gingell; a transformed electricity sub-station that is now a colourful
and striking landmark.
6pm: Dine in Cardiff's street food warehouse
A new food destination offering a taste of Welsh cooking under one (warehouse) roof,
DEPOT draws together a varied guest list of street vendors. A different selection of foodtrucks take up residence each week, and encompass everything from noodles to nachos,
hot dogs to haute cuisine. Favourites include Welsh Black Burgers from the Pembrokeshire
Beach Food Company. There’s also cocktails, craft beers, DJs and live music.
www.depotcardiff.com
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Iconic and artistic: the Wales Millennium Centre ©
VisitBritain/Simon Winnall

7.30pm: Enjoy a show at the Wales
Millennium Centre
Wales’ national home for the
performing arts, the centre stages
musicals, opera, ballet, circus and
contemporary dance. One of its
frequent visitors is the Welsh
National Opera; formed in the 1940s,
the first rehearsals took place above
a garage in Cardiff – it now performs
to more than 120,000 people a year.
The company attracts world-class
singers, and has two full-time
ensembles. www.wmc.org.uk

DAY TWO
10.30am: Discover the National Museum Cardiff
The National Museum Cardiff is based in the city’s Civic Centre, which is made up of
numerous impressive historical buildings. The museum houses Wales’ national geology and
natural history collections, and hosts major touring exhibitions. It is well-known for its art
collection, with works spanning 500 years, as well as countless styles and movements.
Among the highlights is the Davies Collection, the largest collection of Impressionist and
Post-Impressionist paintings outside of Paris. www.museumwales.ac.uk/en/cardiff
1.30pm: Travel through time in Cardiff Bay
In Cardiff Bay you’ll find the Doctor Who Experience, an interactive ride into one of the
world's most enduring TV shows. First broadcast 1963 - 1989, and resurrected in 2005, the
BBC currently film Doctor Who on location in Cardiff. Great fun for all of the family, this
multi-sensory experience is great for fans and Doctor Who novices alike. Learn about the
longest running sci-fi TV programme in the world, and get to grips with the fearsome
Dalek. www.doctorwhoexperience.com
3.30pm: Discover Roald Dahl’s Cardiff and have a cup of tea
Famous children’s author Roald Dahl was born at Villa Marie, Fairwater Road in Llandaff,
Cardiff, in 1916, to Norwegian parents, and spent his early childhood and school days in the
Welsh capital. A former seaman's mission, the striking white Norwegian Church Arts
Centre is where he was christened. This historic, timber-clad landmark on Cardiff Bay
waterfront was founded in 1868, de-consecrated in 1973, and has functioned as an art
gallery and café since 1992. www.norwegianchurchcardiff.com
5pm: Visit the world’s oldest record shop
A night of musical entertainment awaits, so get it off to a great start with a visit to Spillers
Records in The Morgan Arcade. Spillers was founded in 1894, selling phonographs and wax
phonographic cylinders, with recordings of live music following in the 1920s. It now hosts a
diverse selection of music on CDs and vinyl. www.spillersrecords.co.uk
6.30pm: Dinner time
Head to award-winning Laguna Kitchen & Bar, famed for its blend of Welsh and British
classics, using only the freshest and finest local produce. www.lagunakitchenandbar.com
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8pm: Dance the night away
Cardiff has been home to a number of international music artists – from Shirley Bassey to
Stereophonics and Manic Street Preachers. Take in the live music scene at one of several
venues across the city. The Live Lounge in The Friary is open seven days a week and offers
live music between 12pm and 12am. After that you can dance the night away with DJs
playing until 4am. www.liveloungecardiff.co.uk
Where to stay
Purse-friendly options include sleeperz Cardiff, a funky, centrally located budget hotel with
74 stylish compact rooms. www.sleeperz.com/cardiff
Among the grand old properties lining Cathedral Road is Cathedral 73, a Victorian
townhouse offering a new boutique option with contemporary décor that complements its
period features. www.cathedral73.com
The award-winning St. David's Hotel and Spa is a sleek five-star choice; its 142 rooms and
suites have floor-to-ceiling windows, private balconies, and outstanding views across
Cardiff Bay. www.thestdavidshotel.com
Getting there
Cardiff is situated on the south coast of Wales, 150 miles west of London. Regular trains
connect Cardiff to London in just over two hours, while Cardiff Airport is served by
numerous European airlines.
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Manchester, north-west England
Manchester is a northern
powerhouse, and was named as one
of Lonely Planet’s top ten cities in
the world to visit in 2016. Take a trip
and discover why for yourself.
DAY ONE
10am: Fall in love with art
Located in beautiful Whitworth
Park, the Whitworth Gallery forms
Northern powerhouse: Manchester © Julian Elliot
part of the largest academic
Photography
campus in Britain. Its collection
includes historic fine art by the likes of William Blake and Rossetti, as well as contemporary
art and sculptures. Look out for the internationally renowned textile collection of 20,000
pieces, it dates from the third century AD to the present. www.whitworth.manchester.ac.uk
1pm: Source some Northern style, art, craft and culture
For the city’s best independent shopping, head to the Northern Quarter. This once
rundown area of Manchester city centre is now known for its hip stores, cafés, bars and
creative spaces, offering a distinct alternative to the big brands found in the city’s
mammoth shopping malls like Manchester Arndale and intu Trafford Centre. A not-forprofit social enterprise, Manchester Craft & Design Centre is home to over 30 designermakers who sell their handmade work direct from their studios. www.craftanddesign.com
4pm: Learn more about Manchester via its libraries
Manchester has several impressive libraries that are definitely worth a visit, whether
you’re looking for striking architecture or to peruse impressive library collections. Look
out for Manchester Central Library’s grand-domed rotunda design, which is reminiscent of
the Pantheon in Rome. Part of the University of Manchester, the John Rylands Library is a
red brick Victorian neo-Gothic landmark with a collection that includes medieval
illuminated manuscripts and a Gutenberg Bible. Its reading room is a stunning two-storey
cathedral to literature. www.manchester.gov.uk/centrallibrary
www.library.manchester.ac.uk/rylands
7.30pm: Arty appetite
A hip venue in the Northern Quarter, Common is part bar-restaurant and part gallery
space – so you can feast your eyes on work by local artists whilst enjoying cocktails, craft
beers, burgers, and house chilli. www.aplacecalledcommon.co.uk
9pm: Get into Manchester’s music scene
Boasting a music scene that has produced many internationally renowned artists,
Manchester has an array of long-established music venues such as Band on the Wall. It has
witnessed all kinds of music genres, from jazz to punk, with famous local post-punk bands
such as the Buzzcocks, the Fall and Joy Division having graced its stage. It’s also known as
a place to spot up-and-coming talent: Mick Hucknall performed here pre-Simply Red, while
an unknown Björk sang backing vocals here in 1982. Now a not-for-profit venue run by
registered charity Inner City Music, performances on the main stage help to support the
charity’s school and community education endeavours. www.bandonthewall.org
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DAY TWO
10am: Take a self-guided tour with a free app
Download the Official Manchester Walking Tours app, plug in your headphones, and take a
self-guided walking tour of the city. There’s an Architectural Highlights tour and a Cultural
Tour, voiced by DJ and music journalist Mary Anne Hobbs. If you prefer something a little
more personal, a group of official tour guides do daily walking tours which commence at
11am outside the Central Library. www.visitmanchester.com/articles/walks/manchesterwalking-tours-app
12pm: Museums, art and television
Head out of the city centre and see what Greater Manchester has to offer; just 30 minutes
west of the centre by bus or Metrolink tram is Salford Quays. This rejuvenated quayside
quarter is home to cultural landmarks The Imperial War Museum North, a striking modern
building designed by architect Daniel Libeskind, and The Lowry arts complex – admission
to both is free. Also part of the redevelopment is MediaCityUK, home to major BBC and ITV
television shows including BBC Breakfast, reality show Dragon’s Den (known as Shark Tank
in some countries), and legendary British soap opera Coronation Street.
www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-north www.thelowry.com
6pm: Enjoy local craft beer and dinner in a historic pub
The city has several pubs serving their own craft beer. Marble Arch, the flagship of
Manchester’s regarded Marble Brewery, is a stunning old Victorian pub. Beers include Earl
Grey IPA and Ginger Marble, the latter once nominated ‘Best Vegetarian Pint’ by The
Vegetarian Society. There’s also a menu of great British pub grub.
www.marblebeers.com/marble-arch
7.30pm Go HOME
Want to see something a bit different? Arts centre HOME prides itself on catering to
curiosity seekers. It houses two theatres for daring, new and commissioned work, as well
as five cinema screens that showcase independent and challenging films. It also has two
contemporary art galleries which are usually open until 8pm. www.homemcr.org
Where to stay
A budget design hotel brand from Germany, Motel One opened in Manchester in summer
2015. Its signature One Lounge - a stylish living room, bar and breakfast area - features
décor inspired by the city’s vibrant music scene. www.motelone.com/en/hotels/manchester/hotel-manchester-piccadilly
Open since December 2015 is King Street Townhouse – a petite grand hotel in a former
bank with 40 rooms and suites, plus a forthcoming rooftop infinity spa pool.
www.eclectichotels.co.uk/king-street-townhouse
Glamorous Hotel Gotham is a luxury art deco-style hotel set in Manchester’s iconic former
Edwin Lutyens bank building. Complete with a striking bar and members club on the
seventh floor, the hotel is arguably a destination in itself – with dramatic windows that
offer stunning views across Manchester. www.hotelgotham.co.uk
Getting there
Manchester is in north-west England, two hours and 15 minutes north of London by train.
Britain’s third busiest airport, Manchester Airport is served by a range of international
airlines.
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Edinburgh, Scotland
Edinburgh draws visitors from
across the globe, as well as worldclass musicians and performers,
each August for the annual
Edinburgh International Festival and
Fringe – the largest arts festival in
the world. If you don’t care for the
crowds, there are plenty of intimate
spots to experience the city too.
DAY ONE
A pipe bank plays at Edinburgh Castle © Andrew Pickett
Photography
10am: Gems and guns at Edinburgh
Castle
The city’s most popular and famous attraction, Edinburgh Castle, dominates the skyline
from the peak of an extinct volcano. This ancient stronghold has been home to royalty for
hundreds of years. Among the treasures on display are Britain’s oldest Crown Jewels and
the sacred Stone of Destiny, used to inaugurate monarchs for centuries. Crowds gather at
1pm for the firing of the One o’clock Gun (except Sundays), a tradition dating back to 1861.
www.edinburghcastle.gov.uk
1.30pm: Enjoy a literary lunch
A gourmet tea and coffee emporium, Elephant House is billed as the birthplace of Harry
Potter – writer JK Rowling wrote much of her early novels here in the back room
overlooking Edinburgh Castle. Bestselling authors Ian Rankin and Alexander McCall Smith
have also frequented this café. Come here to get inspired, or simply satisfy your hunger.
www.elephanthouse.biz
3pm: See the masterpieces of the Scottish National
Gallery
The Scottish National Gallery sits in the heart of
Edinburgh, and is free to enter. Housing an extensive
collection of fine art, it’s open to wander at your
leisure. To see the highlights follow the gallery’s
masterpieces tour, which pays special attention to
nine of its finest works. Among the artists included
are Raphael, Cezanne and Thomas Gainsborough.
www.nationalgalleries.org/visit/114
6pm: Enjoy hearty, award-winning Scottish comfort
food
Time for some hearty Scottish fare. On Edinburgh’s
famous Royal Mile, historic WHISKI Bar & Restaurant
is full of character, has over 300 malt whiskies, and
serves an award-winning haggis with whisky sauce.
www.whiskibar.co.uk
A couple outside of the Scottish

National Gallery © VisitBritain/Simon
7.30pm: Enjoy a taste of the Fringe
Jarratt
Get a taste of the festival experience at one of
Edinburgh’s many theatres, including the Edinburgh Playhouse, Britain’s largest working
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theatre with seating for over 3,000 people. Other options include the grand King’s
Theatre, concert venue Usher Hall, and Traverse Theatre, which showcases new writing.
www.playhousetheatre.com www.edtheatres.com/kings www.usherhall.co.uk
www.traverse.co.uk
DAY TWO:
10am: Take a tour of a sculpture garden
Sister to the Scottish National Gallery, the Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art is set in
beautiful parkland and is a short walk from the city centre. The gallery makes the most of
its setting with an extensive sculpture garden featuring works by Henry Moore, one of the
greatest sculptors of the 20th century, and renowned contemporary artist Tracey Emin.
Inside are pieces from David Hockney and Scottish pop art pioneer Eduardo Paolozzi.
www.nationalgalleries.org/visit/introduction-118
1.30pm: Explore Scotland’s unique objects
The 150 year anniversary of the National Museum of Scotland in July 2016 saw the
opening of ten new galleries, altogether showcasing more than 3,500 objects from its
collections of science, technology, decorative art, design and fashion. Treasures include a
rare glass sculpture by Picasso, and a Harris Tweed suit by iconic fashion designer
Vivienne Westwood. One of the undoubted highlights is a chance to come face-to-face with
Dolly the sheep, the world’s most-famous clone. www.nms.ac.uk
7pm: Take to the dance floor
No visit to Scotland’s capital would be complete without taking part in a ceilidh. Gaelic for
‘gathering’ or ‘party’, the events centre on Scottish dancing – but don’t worry about not
knowing the steps. A caller on the dance floor will talk you through what to do, and having
fun is the key. Bar Ghillie Dhu offers a ceilidh and dining package every Friday and
Saturday, where you can enjoy three courses of traditional Scottish cuisine before the
music starts. If you’re there during the week, the Edinburgh Ceilidh Club takes place every
Tuesday. www.ghillie-dhu.co.uk, www.edinburghceilidhclub.com
Where to stay
Motel One has two centrally located properties in Edinburgh, complete with crisp, modern
rooms. Expect Scottish design accents like tartan-upholstered egg chairs and fur rugs.
www.motel-one.com
Intimate and stylish, The Bonham is a 4-star townhouse hotel on a quiet Victorian
crescent. Its 49 rooms have period features, bold décor and contemporary art.
www.townhousecompany.com/thebonham
A grand 17th-century mansion just outside the centre, the luxurious 5-star Prestonfield has
velvet-upholstered walls, damask sofas, masses of candles, and 23 boudoir-style rooms
and suites. www.prestonfield.com
How to get there
Located in Scotland, Edinburgh is four hours and 30 minutes by train from London.
Scotland’s busiest airport, Edinburgh Airport, is served by a selection of low-cost airlines.
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Belfast, Northern Ireland
Belfast is a city of many quarters,
each with its own unique character
and story to share. The oldest
quarter, and the city’s cultural heart,
is the Cathedral Quarter,
characterised by cobbled streets
and traditional pubs.
DAY ONE
10am: Have a Titanic adventure
One of Belfast’s many murals © VisitBritain/Britain on View
Belfast was once one of the world’s
great shipbuilding centres, and
among the vessels built in its shipyards was the ill-fated RMS Titanic. Titanic Belfast, the
world’s largest Titanic-themed visitor attraction, opened in 2012 and was recently named
Europe’s Leading Visitor Attraction at the 2016 World Travel Awards. The attraction is
housed in a monumental structure by Texan architect Eric Kuhne. Take a journey through
its nine galleries as you discover the story of the RMS Titanic, her passengers and crew.
Look out for the special effects-laden shipyard ride, underwater exploration theatre, and
recreations of the ships cabins. www.titanicbelfast.com
1pm: Take a Black Taxi Tour of Belfast’s political murals
Northern Ireland has witnessed many political and religious divisions over the years. An
estimated 2,000 murals, considered the most famous political murals in Europe, document
these troubles. Significant murals from the 1980s tend to endorse either Republican or
Loyalist views, depicting sectarian events such as the Ballymurphy Massacre and the
hunger strike of Bobby Sands. The current trend is for murals representing peace and
tolerance. These striking examples of political street art provide an overview of Northern
Ireland’s recent history. Take a 90-minute Black Taxi Tour and see what the walls of
Belfast have to say. www.westbelfastmuraltours.com
3pm: Take a free peek at treasures from across the globe
See dinosaurs, an Egyptian mummy, and modern masterpieces at Ulster Museum,
Northern Ireland’s treasure house of the past and present. This extensive collection of art,
history and natural sciences is free to all visitors. www.nmni.com
6.30pm: Enjoy modern Northern Irish cuisine
For modern fine dining, James Street South serves fresh and locally sourced Northern
Irish produce in a contemporary space. Signature dishes include Strangford Lough
Bouillabaisse and organic Irish lamb. Open since 2003, Chef Niall McKenna now has a
cookery school and two further restaurants (Bar + Grill and Hadskis) in Belfast.
www.jamesstreetsouth.co.uk
8.30pm: Sample Belfast’s lively pub scene
Although there are excellent pubs and bars throughout the city, Belfast’s Cathedral
Quarter has many characterful choices. Options include McHugh’s Bar and Restaurant,
which dates back to 1711. The Old Bar is full of historical objects and memorabilia, while the
Basement Bar plays host to live gigs by established artists like George Ezra, as well as upand-coming alternative bands. www.mchughsbar.com
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DAY TWO
10am: An arty start
The Metropolitan Arts Centre, or MAC, is Belfast’s cultural hub. It features two theatres
and three art galleries, which host a changing array of exhibitions from international and
British artists. MAC is also sure to be a hit for those with children – a family room offers a
host of carefully selected books and creative activities for little ones.
www.themaclive.com
1pm: Sample Northern Irish cuisine, language and culture
An arts and cultural centre housed in a former church in the Gaeltacht Quarter, Cultúrlann
McAdam O Fiaich celebrates and fosters Irish culture with poetry readings, traditional and
contemporary Irish music, exhibitions and céilis. Its homely café-restaurant Bia is a
meeting place for Belfast’s Irish language community, and a place to enjoy breakfast, lunch
or dinner in an authentic Gaelic atmosphere. www.culturlann.ie www.biabelfast.com
3.30pm: Escape to the past
Set in more than 170 acres of rolling landscape overlooking Belfast Lough, visitors to the
Ulster Folk & Transport Museum will discover how people lived and travelled over the
centuries. Wander through history, encountering costumed visitor guides and passing
cottages, farms, schools and shops. There are also horse-drawn carriages, electric trams,
motorbikes fire engines and vintage cars. www.nmni.com/uftm
6pm: Try local seafood
One of Belfast’s favourite restaurants, Mourne Seafood Bar specialises in fresh local
seafood at an affordable price in rustic surroundings. This winning formula means it’s very
popular, so reservations are essential for dinner (if you miss out, you can try lunch, which
runs on a first come, first served basis). www.mourneseafood.com/belfast
7.30pm: Showtime at the Lyric Theatre
The award-winning Lyric Theatre taps in to the very best of Northern Ireland’s talent –
premiering new works by acclaimed playwrights, and featuring some of its finest actors.
The theatre is located on the banks of the River Lagan in the south of the city, and is a
work of art in of itself. Designed by Irish architects O’Donnell + Tuomey, the building was
shortlisted for the prestigious 2012 Stirling Prize for excellence in architecture.
www.lyrictheatre.co.uk
Where to stay
A three-star hotel with 171 simple, modern rooms, plus a bar and restaurant, Premier Inn
Belfast (Cathedral Quarter) is affordable, well located, and one of the top-ranked hotels on
TripAdvisor. www.premierinn.com
More indulgent, Malmaison Belfast is a four-star hotel with 62 rooms and suites in a
converted Victorian warehouse. Original features such as carved stone gargoyles and
wrought iron pillars complement the velvety, contemporary décor.
www.malmaison.com/Belfast
Blending Victorian grandeur with Art Deco elegance, the Merchant Hotel is an awardwinning five-star property. Exclusive amenities include airport transfers in the hotel’s
chauffeur-driven Rolls Royce Phantom, and a rooftop gym and spa with stunning views.
www.themerchanthotel.com
Getting there
Belfast is situated on the east coast of Northern Ireland. It’s served by flights into Belfast
International Airport and George Best Belfast City Airport. Scheduled flights operate from
most major British airports, as well as from many major European cities.
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Bristol, south-west England
Nestled between the Cotswolds and
rural Somerset in south west England,
the city of Bristol is a hotbed of
artists and creativity. There’s a
vibrant street art scene, led by now
world-famous street artist Banksy,
born in Bristol in 1974. A number of
Banksy original pieces are located
throughout Bristol – and another
could pop up at any time!
DAY ONE
Looking at history: below the ss Great Britain © British
Tourist Authority
10am: Step back in time on board a
historic ship
Bristol’s redeveloped Harbourside is home to numerous visitor attractions. Dominating this
waterfront quarter is Brunel’s ss Great Britain. The largest ship in the world when launched
in 1843, this impressive feat of engineering by Isambard Kingdom Brunel is a forerunner of
all modern shipping. Designed for the emerging trans-Atlantic luxury passenger trade, she
now lies in the original Great Western Dockyard where she was built. Exploring the ship is a
real step back in time: the cabins have been painstakingly restored to recreate life on the
world’s first great luxury liner. www.ssgreatbritain.org
12pm: See more of Bristol’s maritime heritage
Continue your voyage through Bristol’s seafaring history with a visit to Underfall Boatyard.
This historic working boatyard is home to a number of thriving businesses. It’s part of a
trust whose aim is to preserve Bristol’s maritime heritage, and is fascinating to explore. A
new visitor centre and café opened in March 2016. www.underfallboatyard.co.uk
3pm: Take in the contemporary arts
Continue to enjoy Bristol’s Harbourside, with a visit to Arnolfini – a leading centre for the
contemporary arts. Housed in a Grade II listed former tea warehouse, it features five
exhibition spaces and a theatre/cinema auditorium, and showcases the visual arts, dance,
film and music. www.arnolfini.org.uk
7pm: Grab a slice of British pizza plus local cider
Specialising in British pizza and craft cider, The Stable is housed in a Harbourside
warehouse with exposed brick walls, and bakes pizzas with inventive, locally-sourced
toppings. Try a West Country Porker (award-winning local chorizo, tomato sauce,
mozzarella, rocket) or Avonmouth Angler (smoked mackerel, smoked salmon, marinated
spinach, fresh parsley). www.stablepizza.com/locations/the-stable-bristol
9pm: Enjoy live music
Bristol has a thriving music scene. Number 1 Harbourside is an excellent choice for food
and top-notch live music. For live jazz and blues, seek out the legendary Old Duke – other
pubs along King Street are also worth checking out for their real ale and ambience.
www.no1harbourside.co.uk, www.theoldduke.co.uk
DAY TWO
10am: Visit a holy landmark – and an iconic filming location
Dramatic Bristol Cathedral was a filming location for the television series Wolf Hall,
adapted from Hilary Mantel’s bestselling historical novel. Visitors to the cathedral may
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follow the Wolf Hall Trail – download this and other suggested trails from the website.
Sherlock is another popular series to be filmed here. www.bristol-cathedral.co.uk/visitus/wolf-hall-trail
11am: Get inspired by street art
Bristol has developed a vibrant street art scene – it is, after all, the city where Banksy hails
from. WhereTheWall offer Bristol Street Art Tours every Saturday and Sunday at 11am.
Lasting two hours, this informative guided walk tells the story of Bristol’s incredible
creative culture and art scene from the 1980s to the present day. www.wherethewall.com
2pm: learn about the history of an
iconic suspension bridge
Spanning the Avon Gorge and the
River Avon, the world-famous
Clifton Suspension Bridge dates
from 1864. Considered one of the
world’s greatest bridges, renowned
engineer Isambard Kingdom Brunel
began building it when he was just
23 years old. A brand new visitor
centre tells of its fascinating
history, including the daredevil
Hot air balloons rise above Clifton Suspension Bridge ©
bridge builders who worked 75
VisitBritain/Eric Nathan
metres above the high tide mark to
secure its vast suspension chains across the gorge. www.cliftonbridge.org.uk
6pm: Steak and classic cocktails
A bastion of top-notch British fayre, The Ox is considered Bristol’s best steak and cocktail
restaurant. In addition to the original Ox in the city centre, a new branch opened in Clifton
in 2015. www.theoxbristol.com www.theoxclifton.com
7.30pm: Catch a performance at the Bristol Old Vic
The Bristol Old Vic has recently undergone a £12.5 million redevelopment, transforming it
in to a modern, state-of-the-art performance space. As well as featuring established
writers and stars, the theatre also runs its own development programme, which seeks out
and showcases exciting and adventurous new work, and has a thriving youth company.
www.bristololdvic.org.uk
Where to stay
An affordable waterfront option, YHA Bristol is a stylish hostel with a bustling bar in a
restored redbrick grain house. With 133 beds, there’s a choice of dorm rooms or private
rooms, some of which are en-suite. www.yha.org.uk/hostel/bristol
Housed in a 1970s listed building on the redeveloped Harbourside, The Bristol is a
contemporary boutique hotel with 187 stylish rooms and a popular River Grille restaurant
overlooking the quay. www.doylecollection.com/hotels/the-bristol-hotel
Set in a collection of restored 18th-century sugar warehouses, 4-star Hotel Du Vin Bristol
has 40 loft-style rooms with industrial features such as exposed brickwork, high ceilings
and roll top baths. There’s also a cosy bar and an informal French-style bistro.
www.hotelduvin.com
Getting there
Bristol is just 1hr 45mins by train west of London. Bristol Airport is served by a number of
low-cost airlines.
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London, south-east England
Unsurprisingly, Britain’s capital is
also a cultural hotspot – with
countless bars, galleries and
theatres. Many of the major
museums and art spaces are free to
enter, and are also within walking
distance of each other, making them
easy to explore.
DAY ONE
10am: Two galleries and a boat trip
Walking over the Millennium Bridge © VisitBritain/Simon
The first stop of the day is Tate
Winnall
Britain, which sits on the bank of the
River Thames. The gallery is the oldest in the Tate collection and houses a huge collection
of British art, dating from 1500 right up to the modern day. Take a wander around the
Clore Gallery, home to the world’s largest collection of work by JMW Turner, the master of
landscape and maritime painting. After you’ve finished exploring, it’s time to take to the
river. The Tate Boat runs between Tate Britain and Tate Modern every 40 minutes. Sit
back and enjoy the short journey, taking the chance to admire some of London’s most
iconic architecture from the water. Disembark at Tate Modern and explore its striking
collection of contemporary art, as well as its brand new extension. www.tate.org.uk
1pm: Old (and new) architecture
From the Tate Modern, walk across the Millennium Bridge towards the stunning edifice of
the iconic St Paul’s Cathedral. Continue on in to the City of London, the heart of the
capital’s financial district. It houses some of Britain’s newest and most exciting
architecture. A self-guided trail will help you discover buildings such as the iconic Gherkin
and the Walkie Talkie. www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/visit-thecity/walks/Pages/self-guided.aspx
4pm: Pop in to the Southbank Centre
Start heading back into the heart of London, with a visit to the Southbank Centre – a
massive arts centre on the bank of the river. Made up of performance spaces, galleries and
a library, there is always something to enjoy, with frequent performances and events
taking place through the day. www.southbankcentre.co.uk
6pm: Have dinner in Covent Garden
Covent Garden is a haven for shoppers, with designer brands nestled alongside more
quirky offerings in its covered markets. Diners are spoilt for choice, but why not try
Hawksmoor? The award-winning steakhouse specialises in British-bred beef.
www.thehawksmoor.com/locations/seven-dials
7.30pm: Enjoy a performance at the Royal Opera House
The Royal Opera House is close-by in Covent Garden. The building is home to both The
Royal Opera and The Royal Ballet, so performances are of world-class quality. Book online
beforehand to get some great deals – seats can often be had for as little as £15.
www.roh.org.uk
DAY TWO
10am: Explore London’s museum quarter
South Kensington is known as London’s museum quarter, because a lot of the capital’s
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biggest and best-known museums are housed there. The Natural History Museum, Science
Museum and V&A are all within easy walking distance of each other, offering diverse
displays on everything from design to dinosaurs. Best of all, they’re all free to enter.
www.nhm.ac.uk, www.sciencemuseum.org.uk, www.vam.ac.uk
1pm: The Fourth Plinth and the National Portrait Gallery
The iconic Trafalgar Square is home to fountains, lions, Nelson’s Column, and also one of
the capital’s most prominent outside exhibition spaces. The Fourth Plinth was built in 1841
and was meant to hold a statue of William IV, but remained empty due to insufficient
funds. Now it displays contemporary art, with the work on show changing every 18 months.
Just unveiled as its newest resident is Really Good, a ten-metre-high hand giving a
thumbs-up, by artist David Shrigley. While in the square, take a trip to the National Portrait
Gallery which faces out on to it. The gallery holds more than 200,000 portraits from the
16th century to the present day. www.npg.org.uk
3pm: The British Museum
No visit to London’s cultural hotspots
would be complete without a visit to
the British Museum in Bloomsbury.
Its massive collection houses many
world-famous and hugely significant
objects, including the Rosetta Stone,
the key to our understanding of
hieroglyphics.
www.britishmuseum.org
6pm: Dinner in Soho
Soho is the LGBT capital of London,
Take a stroll around the British Museum © Charlie Pinder
and houses a huge variety of bars
and restaurants, with an enormous range of cuisines on offer. After last night’s steak
indulgence, why not try Soho institution Mildreds, offering a range of tasty and innovative
vegetarian and vegan dishes. www.mildreds.co.uk/soho
7.30pm: Take in a West End show
The West End of London is theatre-land, with drama, comedy, musicals and even the
occasional horror all on offer. See one of the big-name and long-running shows such as
Les Misérables or The Phantom of the Opera, or take a trip to discount ticket booth TKTS
in Leicester Square and see what’s on offer. www.tkts.co.uk
Where to stay
If you’re on a budget, Qbic is a contemporary crash pad in Whitechapel with 171 bright and
colourful pod-style rooms. The quirky hotel features striking larger-than-life murals, neon
artwork and an open kitchen that serves all-day drinks and snacks. It’s a ten-minute walk
from Spitalfields Market and 20 minutes from the Tower of London.
www.qbichotels.com/london-city
The Fielding Hotel has 25 rooms furnished to a high standard. Its location though is what
really sells it – you’ll be in the heart of the action in Covent Garden, yet also slightly hidden
away from the hustle and bustle of the area. www.thefieldinghotel.co.uk
For a taste of luxury, take a room at The Goring. Located in stylish Bloomsbury, the familyowned five star hotel offers a range of individually designed bedrooms and suites.
www.thegoring.com
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What’s new: art and architecture
New for 2016
New money
South Wales' £7 million Royal Mint Experience is a brand-new purpose-built visitor
attraction opened in 2016. Located at The Royal Mint in the town of Llantrisant near
Cardiff, which makes coins for more than 60 countries worldwide, the experience details
the Mint's thousand-year history and includes an interactive exhibition and a guided
factory tour. www.royalmint.com/en/the-royal-mint-experience
Getting there: Llantrisant is around 50 minutes from Cardiff by bus or 15 minutes by car.
Tate's extraordinary extension
Angular and modernist in design, the Tate Modern's towering new extension dwarves the
former Victorian power station it adjoins. Adding a distinctive new silhouette to central
London's famous skyline, the extension opened in summer 2016 and provides additional
space, including three floors of new galleries, research facilities and a new restaurant.
Known as the Switch House, the extension was designed by architects Herzog & de
Meuron, famous for collaborating with Chinese artist Ai Weiwei on Beijing's nest-like
National Stadium. Eleven floors high (64.5 metres), The Switch House has an outdoor
terrace that's free to visit and offers 360-degree views of the capital.
www.tate.org.uk/about/projects/tate-modern-project
Getting there: The nearest London underground station is Southwark.
Breath taking panoramas
The world’s first vertical cable car
and tallest moving observation tower,
Brighton's British Airways i360 is a
new Sussex landmark visible for
miles. Opened in August 2016, the
futuristic structure takes sightseers
skyward in a UFO-shaped glass
viewing pod that moves up and down
a slender central column, offering
The British Airways i360 © British Airways i360/Visual
360-degree views of England's south
Air
coast. The 138-metre structure was
designed by David Marks and Julia Barfield, the husband and wife team who designed the
London Eye. www.britishairwaysi360.com
Getting there: Brighton is around one hour 40 minutes south of London by road or 55
minutes by train.
Literary landmark
September 2016 saw the opening of Seamus Heaney HomePlace, a major new £4.25
million arts and literary centre dedicated to the renowned Northern Ireland poet. Located
in the village of Bellaghy, County Londonderry where Heaney lived, visitors can find out
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about the Nobel Laureate's life and work in the place that inspired him.
www.seamusheaneyhome.com
Getting there: Bellaghy is a 45 minute drive from Belfast or Londonderry.
More Shakespeare
Shakespeare's New Place is a £6
million visitor attraction in Stratfordupon-Avon. Opened in summer 2016,
the attraction includes a new
sculpture garden on land once
occupied by Shakespeare's 16thcentury adult home and a new
exhibition centre, housed in his
granddaughter's Grade I-listed Tudor
house next door, which has been
extended and meticulously restored.
The immersive exhibition, which
helps visitors experience the
Shakespeare’s New Place © The Shakespeare Birthplace
Trust
Shakespeare family's life,
incorporates interaction, sounds
and video.
www.shakespeare.org.uk/visit/shakespeares-new-place
Getting there: Stratford-upon-Avon is around 50 minutes’ drive south-west of Birmingham
or two hours by road or rail north-east of London.

The new science and technology galleries at the National
Museum of Scotland © Peter Dibdin

150th anniversary improvements
Summer 2016 saw 10 major new
galleries open at the National
Museum of Scotland following a £14.1
million redevelopment. Marking the
Edinburgh museum's 150th
anniversary year, the new state-ofthe-art galleries are dedicated to
decorative art, design, fashion
science and technology. It's the latest
phase in an £80 million plan to
transform the museum and showcase
the breadth of its world-class
collections, which range from Picasso
ceramics to a metal dress by Paco
Rabanne. www.nms.ac.uk/nationalmuseum-of-scotland

Getting there: Scotland's Edinburgh Waverley station is around four hours and 20 minutes
by train from London Euston.
Cabinet of commercial art
Hot on the heels of Damien Hirst's nearby Newport Street Gallery, a new Cabinet Gallery
has come to Vauxhall. This purpose-built, five-storey gallery overlooking Vauxhall Pleasure
Gardens is backed by arts patron Charles Asprey, and opened at the beginning of October.
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It provides a new permanent home for a commercial gallery which previously resided in
London's East End. The new building houses two floors of exhibition space, an archive and
library, spaces to host talks, readings and screenings and living quarters for an artist-inresidence. www.cabinet.uk.com
Getting there: The nearest London underground station is Vauxhall.
Irish archives
From November 2016 the new £2.4 million Museum of Free Derry in Northern Ireland is a
landmark building in Derry~Londonderry's Bogside district. Designed by Irish architects
Brennan Associates, the rebuilt museum houses a national archive about the civil rights
struggles in Ireland during the 1960s and 70s. The enlarged city centre museum will
feature a state-of-the-art multi-media exhibition, artworks and historic artefacts including
a section of wall scarred by bullets during 1972's Bloody Sunday tragedy.
www.museumoffreederry.org
Getting there: Derry~Londonderry is a one hour 30 minute drive north-east of Belfast.
Flights from London to City of Derry airport take around one hours 25 minutes.
Design destination
Following a £83 million
transformation of a landmark
building in west London, the Design
Museum opens at its new home on
Kensington High Street from 24
November 2016. Its new Grade IIlisted home, formerly the
Commonwealth Institute, was built in
the 1960s and offers three times
more space than in its previous
location near Tower Bridge, so more
of the museum's collection can go on
permanent display for the first time.

The new Design Museum © Luke Hayes

www.designmuseum.org
Getting there: The nearest London underground station is Kensington High Street.
New acquisitions

Mary, 2016 is the latest of two huge Bill Viola video installations permanently on show at St
Paul's Cathedral in central London. www.stpauls.co.uk
'Loss' is the theme of the 2016 steel 'ghost tree' by British artist and 2003 Turner Prize
winner Anya Gallaccio at Whitworth Art Gallery, Manchester, north-west England.
www.whitworth.manchester.ac.uk
Visit an important 18th-century oil portrait of Bonnie Prince Charlie at the Scottish
National Portrait Gallery in Edinburgh, Scotland. Prince Charles Edward Stuart, 1745 was
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painted by top 18th-century Scottish artist Allan Ramsay.
www.nationalgalleries.org/portraitgallery
Originally built in Tennessee, USA by Irish immigrant Francis Rogan in 1825, The Rogan
Plantation House has just been relocated to Britain and painstakingly reconstructed in
Northern Ireland's Ulster American Folk Park. www.nmni.com/uafp
Coming up in 2017-18
V&A improvements
The interiors of west London's Victoria and Albert Museum have been undergoing a daring
series of redesigns, upgrades and expansions. Among them, 2017 will see the opening of a
new main V&A Shop at the heart of the museum and the completion of the £49.5 million
Exhibition Road Project. Designed by the Amanda Levete Architects, the project will create
a grand new entrance to the museum from Exhibition Road, a magnificent open courtyard
and a purpose-built gallery to house temporary exhibitions.
www.vam.ac.uk/page/e/exhibition-road-building-project
Getting there: The nearest London underground station is South Kensington.
Eagerly awaited
The refurbished Hayward Gallery is due to open at the Southbank Centre arts complex in
early 2018 with improvements including the creation of new pyramid roof lights to let in
daylight. The £25 million project in central London's South Bank district will also see the
centre's Queen Elizabeth Hall and Purcell Room restored. Built beside the River Thames in
1968, the gallery has shown artists including Matisse, Yayoi Kusama and Mark Wallinger.
www.letthelightin.southbankcentre.co.uk, www.haywardgallery.org.uk
Getting there: The nearest London underground station is Waterloo.
Major exhibitions

William Hunter to Damien Hirst: The Dead Teach the Living until 5 March 2017 at The
University of Glasgow's Hunterian Art Gallery in Scotland.
www.gla.ac.uk/hunterian/visit/exhibitions

Bridget Riley - Paintings, 1963-2015, until 16 April 2017 at The Scottish National Gallery of
Modern Art, Edinburgh, Scotland. www.nationalgalleries.org/modernartgalleries

Tracy Emin and William Blake, until 3 September 2017 at Tate Liverpool, north-west
England. www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-liverpool

Leonardo da Vinci: Ten Drawings from the Royal Collection, UK tour including 14 October
2016 - 6 January 2017 at Swansea's Glynn Vivian Art Gallery, south Wales.
www.glynnvivian.com

Century: 100 Modern British Artists, 23 October 2016 - 8 January 2017 at Hastings’
Jerwood Gallery, East Sussex, south-east England. www.jerwoodgallery.org

MAC International 2016 Art Prize, 28 October 2016 - 19 February 2017 at Belfast's The Mac
in Northern Ireland. www.themaclive.com/art-exhibitions
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David Hockney, 9 February - 29 May 2017 at west London's Tate Britain.
www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-britain

Michaelangelo - Sebastiano: A Meeting of Minds, 15 March - 25 June 2017 at central
London's National Gallery. www.nationalgallery.org.uk

The Japanese House: Architecture and Life after 1945, 23 March - 25 June 2017 at east
London's Barbican Art Gallery. www.barbican.org.uk/artgallery

Alberto Giacometti, 9 May - 10 Sep 2017 at south London's Tate Modern.
www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-modern

The Pink Floyd Exhibition: Their Mortal Remains, 13 May - 1 October 2017 at west London's
Victoria and Albert Museum. www.vam.ac.uk
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Step in to British paintings
Instagramming a destination’s awe-inspiring scenery may now be the norm, but artists and
poets have been capturing the British landscape for centuries. Step into some of Britain’s
most famous paintings by visiting the scenes that inspired their creators.

Tintern Abbey: The Transept by Joseph Mallord William Turner
Regarded as one of Britain’s masters of landscape art, JMW Turner (1775 – 1851) left more
than 19,000 watercolours, drawings and oils to the nation in his will. In this watercolour he
captured the magnificent ruins of Tintern Abbey, which you can see for yourself in an area
of outstanding beauty on the Wales/England border.

JMW Turner’s masterpiece of Tintern Abbey
© The Trustees of the British Museum

…and the abbey as it stands today.
Credit © VisitBritain / David Angel

Marvel at the huge windows, impressive archways and elaborate decorative details of
Wales’ best-preserved medieval abbey. Then you can enjoy the natural beauty of the
surrounding countryside with a 5km walk to nearby limestone cliffs known as the Devil’s
Pulpit. Traditional pubs and tearooms offer refreshment along the route, and The Anchor
Inn’s bar is situated in Tintern Abbey’s original cider mill.
www.cadw.wales.gov.uk/daysout/tinternabbey, www.theanchortintern.com
How do I get there? The nearest train station to Tintern Abbey is Chepstow (a 15-minute
drive from the abbey), reached by train from Wales’ capital Cardiff in around half an hour.
Where can I see the painting? Tate Britain, London. www.tate.org.uk

The Hay Wain by John Constable
Arguably Constable’s (1776 – 1837) most well-known painting, The Hay Wain immortalises a
country scene featuring Flatford Mill, in the hamlet of Flatford, in Essex, south-east
England. The surrounding Dedham Vale and Stour Valley region is classified as an Area of
Outstanding Beauty, just an hour from London.
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Constable’s The Hay Wain (1821) © The National
Gallery London

Visit the very place that inspired Constable:
Willy Lott’s cottage © British Tourist Authority

Visitors can follow the riverside footpath next to the mill, past the lock and over the bridge
to Willy Lott’s cottage, and find out more about Constable in an exhibition about his life
and works at the National Trust-owned Bridge Cottage. There are daily tours, with a guide
showing copies of Constable's pictures while standing next to the scene as it is today.
Budding artists can recreate their own Constable image at the Field Studies Council Field
Centre at Flatford Mill, which offers a programme of art-based courses. Many of
Constable’s paintings feature the town of Dedham. Head to Dedham Art & Craft Centre,
housed in a magnificent converted church, to peruse work from more than 30 artisans.
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/flatford-bridge-cottage, www.dedhamartandcraftcentre.co.uk,
www.field-studies-council.org/centres/flatfordmill
How do I get there? The nearest train station to both Dedham and Flatford is Manningtree
- an hour from London by train and then a ten-minute drive.
Where can I see the painting? The National Gallery, London. www.nationalgallery.org.uk

The Singing Butler by Jack Vettriano This living Scottish artist’s most famous painting
depicting a smartly dressed couple dancing on the damp sand of a beach is one of the
best-selling art prints in Britain.

The Singing Butler (1992) © Jack Vettriano

…and West Sands Beach in St Andrews, Fife,
Scotland

The beach is said to be on the coast of Fife in Scotland, and bears most resemblance to St
Andrews West Sands beach. The south end of this two-mile stretch beach - backed with
dunes and the world-renowned St Andrews Links golf course - featured in the famous
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opening sequence of Oscar-winning film Chariots of Fire. The north end is popular with kite
surfers and overlooks the Eden Estuary Nature Reserve, home to birds and seals.
www.visitscotland.com/info/towns-villages/st-andrews-west-sands-p315881
How do I get there? St Andrews West Sands beach is located on the eastern coastline of
Fife, a 15-minute walk from the town centre of St Andrews.
Where can I see the painting? The painting is in a private collection but periodically
available to view publically as part of certain exhibitions, often around Scotland. The most
recent was the first major retrospective of the artist's work at the Kelvingrove Gallery in
Glasgow (2013-2014). www.glasgowlife.org.uk/museums/kelvingrove/Pages/default.aspx

A Mermaid by John William Waterhouse
Waterhouse (1849 – 1917) was known for his depictions of women from both ancient Greek
mythology and Arthurian legend. A Mermaid was his diploma work for the Royal Academy
of Arts, where the original oil painting is on display today.

Waterhouse’s mermaid (1900).
Credit: John Hammond / © Royal
Academy of Arts

…and the Durdle Door on Dorset’s
Jurassic Coast. Credit: ©VisitBritain /
Ben Selway

The rocky archway in the background of the painting is reputedly a version of the Durdle
Door at Lulworth Cove, on Dorset’s Jurassic Coast. This impressive natural limestone arch
is a World Heritage Site which has long been popular with tourists – and, as legend has it,
mermaids! The cove is a beautiful wild swimming spot, so you can even pretend to be a
mermaid or merman and swim through the arch yourself.
One of the most well-known legends in south-west England is the story of the Mermaid of
Zennor. A local man fell in love with a beautiful mermaid and followed her into the sea,
never to be seen again. The story is said to be the origin of a mysterious chair located in St
Senara’s church, in the coastal village of Zennor, north-west Cornwall. The “Mermaid
Chair” is thought to be over 600 years old and is covered with carvings of fish and a
mermaid with long flowing hair. The church is at least 1400 years old but still in use today.
How do I get there? The nearest train station is Wool, a two-hour 30 minute journey direct
from London Waterloo. From Wool there is a 20-minute bus to the Durdle Door park
entrance.
Where can I see the painting? Royal Academy of Arts, London. www.royalacademy.org.uk
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10 of the best: contemporary art destinations
Contemporary art enthusiasts will find galleries galore to satisfy their interest in Britain.
Here we round up some of the best towns and cities offering cutting-edge galleries and
exhibitions.
1. London, England, south-east England
The capital is a cultural hub, not just
for Britain but the world. The first
stop on the lists of many visitors to
London is Tate Modern. The former
power station opened as a
contemporary art gallery in 2000.
Since then, more than 40 million
people have visited, and the gallery
has just got bigger! The Switch
House, opened in 2016, is a new 65metre tower, with extra floor-space
for the Tate’s massive collection.
Exploring the Tate Modern ©Charlie Pinder

The Saatchi Gallery is one of
London’s most exciting modern art spaces and presents work by largely unseen young
artists, or international artists whose work has never before been seen in Britain. The
gallery was opened by global advertising magnate and art collector Charles Saatchi in
1985, and has had a huge influence on British contemporary art since then. It moved from
County Hall on London’s South Bank to a purpose-built 70,000 sq ft building on Chelsea’s
Kings Road in 2008, an area previously known more for its swanky shops and restaurants
than cutting-edge art.
The ICA (Institute of Contemporary Art) is another of the capital’s most exciting spaces,
and has been around a lot longer than both of the above yet still feels edgy and unique. It
was set up by a group of radical artists and writers in the 1940s as ‘a space for
experimental and challenging arts practice.’ In an unrivalled position on The Mall (a stone’s
throw from Buckingham Palace and Piccadilly), the ICA calls itself the ‘home of the British
avant-garde’ and holds fantastic free exhibitions, evening events (many involving DJs and
dancing late into the night) and has a cinema showing arty flicks.
The Whitechapel Gallery in what is now one of London’s trendiest neighbourhoods, the
East End, was founded in 1901. The gallery exhibits work from both British and
international contemporary artists; in its early days it premiered the works of Pablo
Picasso, Jackson Pollock and Frida Kahlo; more recently it did the same for Lucien Freud,
Gilbert & George and Sophie Calle.
Newer on the scene is the Newport Street Gallery, which sits on the street of the same
name in London’s Vauxhall. It houses the private collection of artist Damien Hirst, known
for his glittering skulls and pickled cows, with a selection of changing exhibitions.
www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-modern, www.saatchi-gallery.co.uk, www.ica.org.uk,
www.whitechapelgallery.org
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Getting there: London is served by a range of international airports, offering short-haul
and long-haul flights.
2. Manchester, north-west England
Manchester is home to HOME, England’s largest combined arts centre outside London. As
well as three gallery spaces offering work from regional, national and international artists,
it also has two theatres and five cinema screens.
Meanwhile The Whitworth has been through a huge transformation in recent months. Its
gallery has doubled in size, and also spread into the park around it – you can now find a
sculpture terrace, an art garden and a café in the trees.
The city’s Old Granada Studios is at the heart of Manchester’s cultural renovation, and you
can find local talent at Artzu there (as well as fun vintage festivals and crafty happenings),
which has been a hotspot for buying Manchester artists’ work for more than a decade.
Those interested in the area’s rich Chinese heritage should pay a visit to the Centre for
Chinese Contemporary Art.
Getting there: Manchester is just over two hours by train from London.
www.homemcr.org, www.manchester.ac.uk/whitworth, www.artzu.co.uk, www.cfcca.org.uk
3. Liverpool, north-west England
‘Tate of the North’, Tate Liverpool is housed in a
disused warehouse at the city’s historic Albert Dock.
The gallery opened in May 1988 and 20 years later,
when Liverpool was crowned European City of Culture
2008, it hosted the Turner Prize, the first time the
prize had left London.
The city also hosts the largest contemporary art
festival in Britain, Liverpool Biennial, which takes over
the city for ten weeks every two years. It’s a chance to
head out on an arty treasure hunt through the city and
discover unusual and unexpected places through art.
The festival attracts more than 600,000 visitors each
time. The ninth edition ran in 2016 – plan ahead to see
it in 2018.
FACT (Foundation for Art and Creative Technology) is
a leading media arts centre, based in the centre of
Liverpool, which offers a programme of exhibitions,
film and participant-led art projects. The awardwinning FACT building is home to three galleries
The Tate Liverpool is housed in the
(showing four exhibitions per year), a cool café and
Albert Dock
bar, and three state-of-the-art film screens (including
intimate sofa-seated The Box), programmed by Picturehouse at FACT and showing the
best in independent and mainstream film.
www.tate.org.uk/whats-on/tate-liverpool, www.biennial.com, www.fact.co.uk
Getting there: Liverpool is just over two hours from London by train.
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4. Newcastle/Gateshead, north-east England
Since spreading its wings in February 1998, artist
Antony Gormley’s The Angel of the North has become
one of the most talked about pieces of public art ever
produced. Rising 20 metres from the earth near the A1
road in Gateshead, the Angel dominates the skyline,
dwarfing anyone who comes to see it. It’s a warm
welcome to a buzzing, modern city, whose art scene
always offers something new; you’re spoilt for choice
with exhibitions.

The Angel of the North spreads its
wings near Gateshead © Andrew
Pickett Photo

The BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art is housed in
what was formerly a flour mill in Gateshead, and was
the first non-Tate venue outside of London to host the
Turner Prize in 2011. It’s regularly home to exhibitions
from leading contemporary artists such as Damien
Hirst and Yoko Ono. Baltic 39 is an outpost of the
larger venue, situated in the middle of Newcastle and
is open late on Thursday nights (to 8pm).

If you’re interested in a very different kind of gallery,
there’s also the Ouseburn Valley to the east of the
Newcastle Quayside and a ten-minute walk from the centre of the city. It is home to lots of
galleries, from the big – The Biscuit Factory, Britain’s largest independent art gallery – to
the small, which have their spotlight at the annual Ouseburn Open Studios event. The
weekend event allows artists to open up their studios to the public, who in turn can buy or
commission work. The area is home to Northern Print, a gallery and studio dedicated to
printmaking.
www.balticmill.com, www.thebiscuitfactory.com, www.northernprint.org.uk
Getting there: Newcastle is a three-hour train journey from London. The city also has its
own airport, served by European and some longer-haul airlines.
5. Birmingham, central England
The Custard Factory is an assortment
of lovingly restored, 100-year-old
factories – built by Sir Alfred Bird, the
inventor of ready-made custard – that
have been transformed into a
pioneering arts and media quarter in
the heart of Birmingham’s city centre.
Many artists are based in its Scott
House and the whole complex is
home to a community of more than
Drop in at the Custard Factory ©VisitBritain/Simon Winnall
500 artists and small enterprises,
studios, theatre, cafés, antique
shops, dance studios, art galleries, restaurants and bars; all creating a flourishing arts
quarter. Housed in a neo-gothic former school, Ikon is a free, highly acclaimed
contemporary art gallery, in central Birmingham.
For something different head to Eastside Projects, one of the city’s most exciting artistic
spaces. Run by artists and based in a former cabinet maker’s warehouse, the gallery runs
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four or five free exhibitions each year.
www.custardfactory.co.uk, www.ikon-gallery.org
Getting there: Birmingham is less than 90 minutes by train from London. The city also has
its own airport.
6. Glasgow, Scotland
Glasgow School of Art is where you’ll find many of the artists of tomorrow experimenting
and exhibiting. Despite a fire which damaged its Charles Rennie Mackintosh-designed
building in 2014, the school is still going strong. Take a tour hosted by some of the
students and hear about its past and present with infectious enthusiasm.
Another place definitely worth checking out is the Tramway, which hosted the Turner Prize
in 2015, and which commissions, produces and presents contemporary arts projects.
Also worth a look is Trongate 103, a six-storey Edwardian building full of different creative
organisations that holds funky arts and culture nights on the first Thursday of every
month.
www.gsa.ac.uk, www.tramway.org, www.trongate103.com
Getting there: Glasgow is four-and-a-half hours by train from London or an hour from
Edinburgh. It also has its own international airport serving short-haul and long-haul
destinations.
7. Cardiff, south Wales
The Welsh capital is home to Artes Mundi, which takes place over 12 weeks at the National
Museum of Art every two years. Established in 2003, Artes Mundi supports
groundbreaking contemporary visual artists from around the world who compete every
two years for £40,000, one of the largest cash prizes up for grabs in the art world. Head
to Chapter, a multi-artform cultural space where Cardiff’s art lovers and creators tend to
gather. The centre produces and presents international and Welsh art, performances and
film, and is an Artes Mundi venue too. If it’s Welsh and Wales-based artists you want to
explore, the Martin Tinney Gallery exhibits work by the most important living Welsh artists,
or else there’s Craft in the Bay in Cardiff Bay, where you can buy contemporary crafts
made by the members of the Makers Guild in Wales, from jewellery to bookbinding. Also in
the capital is The Albany Gallery. One of the longest-established private galleries in Wales,
the monthly exhibition programme of leading Welsh and British artists provides a
showcase for solo and mixed exhibitions in a variety of media.
www.chapter.org, www.artwales.com, www.makersguildinwales.org.uk,
www.albanygallery.com
Getting there: Cardiff is two hours by train from London.
8. Belfast, Northern Ireland
Belfast is a city that’s undergone a real transformation of late, and part of the change took
place when the MAC landed in 2012. This arts venue, situated next to some fab restaurants
in the hip Cathedral Quarter, is fun, funky and should be a must for fun-loving, art-loving
people visiting the city. MAC launched its own art prize, the MAC International, which runs
as an exhibition across all three of MAC’s galleries in the autumn, and comprises sculpture,
painting, photography, film, installation and performance. The MAC is also home to a lovely
canteen and café.
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Ever seen a 10 metre salmon? The
Big Fish by John Kindness is one of
the more unusual sights in the city
– you can see it close to the water
at Donegall Quay.
www.themaclive.com
Getting there: Belfast has its own
international airport; it’s around
90-minutes’ flight from London.
9. Yorkshire, north England
The beautiful northern English
Catch of the day! The Big Fish © VisitBritain
county of Yorkshire, known as
‘God’s own country’, has some truly divine art to keep culture vultures busy – especially
those who love sculpture. The Yorkshire Sculpture Park displays modern and
contemporary art inspired by the natural beauty of the Bretton Estate. And what natural
beauty! The region is so picturesque it’s an artwork in itself, though valuable Henry Moore,
Andy Goldsworthy, Elisabeth Frink and James Turrell works add to the aesthetic allure!
Making up the Yorkshire Sculpture Triangle are the Park, The Henry Moore Institute, The
Leeds Art Gallery and The Hepworth Wakefield, which are all within 30 minutes travel of
each other. The latter is a real gem for contemporary art fans who want to see their art
somewhere unusual. It is sited where the famous British sculptor Barbara Hepworth lived.
Architecturally striking – it was designed by David Chipperfield – it’s almost as interesting
to look at as to look in, though the collections span the 16th century to the present day and
include works by Henry Moore, David Hockney, Jacob Epstein, LS Lowry and many more.
www.ysp.co.uk, www.ysculpture.co.uk, www.hepworthwakefield.org
Getting there: The nearest train station to Yorkshire Sculpture Park is Wakefield Westgate,
around a two-hour journey from London.
10. Margate, Kent, south-east
England
A former holiday resort of choice
among Brits, Margate is back in the
spotlight thanks to the Turner
Contemporary. The gallery was
designed by David Chipperfield
Architects and opened on the
beachfront in 2011. Named after the
famous British artist JMW Turner,
who was a frequent visitor to
Margate, the gallery has had rave
The Turner Contemporary in Margate © Alex Hare
reviews since it opened, and hosted
great exhibitions such as Tracey Emin’s – a Margate native. Meanwhile, it’s not
contemporary, but the Shell Grotto is a network of tunnels adorned with mosaics made
entirely from sea shells.
Getting there: Margate is less than two hours’ train journey from London.
www.turnercontemporary.org, www.shellgrotto.co.uk
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10 of the best: outdoor art
You don’t need to be restrained by the walls of a museum to enjoy art in Britain, because
there’s a vast range of places where art exists in the great outdoors. The streets and
squares of British towns and cities have plenty of public art for all to see – from traditional
statuary to more contemporary pieces. There are also monumental works of art standing
in open countryside, including landmark sculptures The Angel Of The North and The
Kelpies. Stately homes and country parks can boast great outdoor art, while the streets of
major cities such as Bristol and Belfast become outdoor galleries displaying significant
examples of street art.
1) One of the most dramatic pieces of public art in Britain, The Angel Of The North first
spread its massive wings in 1998. Standing on a hilltop beside the A1 motorway near
Gateshead in north-east England, Antony Gormley’s heavenly steel sculpture dominates
the skyline. With a wingspan of 54 metres, it’s seen by more than 90,000 passing
motorists every day – the site has a small coach and car park for those wanting to give the
Angel more than a passing glance. www.newcastlegateshead.com/things-to-do/the-angelof-the-north-p26491
Where is it? Gateshead is in north-east England, three hours north of London by train.
2) The world’s largest equine
sculptures, The Kelpies are a pair of
colossal steel horse heads sited in
The Helix, a new parkland on the
banks of the Forth and Clyde Canal in
Falkirk, Scotland. Sculptor Andy Scott
took inspiration from the
hardworking horses that once pulled
barges and coalships along Scotland’s
inland waterways, resulting in these
30-metre high mythical water horse
sculptures. Open to the public since
2014, there’s an on-site visitor centre
The Kelpies © VisitBritain/ Guy Richardson
with café, gift shop and exhibition
space, while the 45-minute Kelpies Experience Tour leads visitors inside the sculptures to
marvel at their engineering and design. www.thehelix.co.uk/things-to-do/the-kelpies
Where is it? Falkirk is in Scotland, 30 minutes west of Edinburgh by train.
3) Britain’s leading open-air gallery, Yorkshire Sculpture Park stretches across 500 acres
of historic parkland on the outskirts of Wakefield in West Yorkshire. This part of Yorkshire
was birthplace to eminent sculptors Barbara Hepworth and Henry Moore, and significant
examples of their work are sited here. With more than 100 works on display across the
park, other British and international sculptors represented include Elisabeth Frink, Marc
Quinn, Julian Opie, Joan Miró and Ai Weiwei. Since opening to the public in 1977, the park
has developed extensively and now includes five indoor galleries allowing for a wider range
of works to be displayed. There’s also an excellent gift shop and restaurant. www.ysp.co.uk
Where is it? Wakefield is in the north of England, two hours north of London by train.
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4) Northern Ireland has witnessed many political and religious divisions over the years.
The city of Belfast has an estimated 2,000 murals documenting these troubles. Considered
the most famous political murals in Europe, murals from the 1980s tend to depict sectarian
events from either the Republican or Loyalist perspective, such as the Ballymurphy
Massacre and the hunger strike of Bobby Sands. The current trend is for murals
representing peace and tolerance. These striking examples of political street art provide
an overview of Northern Ireland’s recent history. Take a 90 minute Black Cab Tour to see
what the walls of Belfast have to say. www.belfastcabtour.com/tours-of-belfast/politicalmural-tours-belfast
Where is it? Belfast is situated on the east coast of Northern Ireland and has its own
international airport.
5) Since its inception in 2008,
Folkestone Triennial has become an
important fixture in the international
art calendar, marking Folkestone as
home to Britain’s most ambitious
public arts project. Each Triennial
invites artists to exhibit newly
commissioned work in public spaces
around the town – around 20 major
artworks are commissioned for each
Triennial, with up to half remaining in
place permanently. Under the title
Pablo Bronstein’s Beach Hut in the Style of Nicholas
‘Lookout’, Folkestone Triennial 2014
Hawksmoor, Folkestone Triennial 2014 © Creative
attracted a record 135,000 visitors
Foundation
with a programme of artist-led
events, guided tours and workshops. The theme of Folkestone Triennial 2017 is yet to be
announced, but one thing that’s certain is that each Triennial helps Folkestone to amass
one of Britain’s most amazing and quirky outdoor art collections.
www.folkestonetriennial.org.uk
Where is it? Folkestone in on the south-east coast of England, one hour from London by
train.
6) The city of Bristol has developed a vibrant street art scene – it is after all the place
where world-renowned street artist Banksy hails from. The only tour supported by the
Bristol street art community, Where The Wall offer the award-winning Bristol Street Art
Tour. Lasting two hours, this informative guided walk tells the story of Bristol’s incredible
creative culture and art scene from the 1980’s to the present day. Introduced in 2016, a
new walking tour focuses on Banksy as well as Bristol’s historic harbour area.
www.wherethewall.com
Where is it? Bristol is in south-west England, one hour 45 minutes west of London by train.
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7) On the border between England
and Scotland, Kielder Water & Forest
Park incorporates several pieces of
public art and architecture, each
created to enhance the visitor
appreciation of the natural landscape.
One of the most magical is Silvas
Capitalis, a giant head made of timber
by artist collective SIMPARCH – enter
via its open mouth, then climb
upstairs to gaze at the forest through
its eyes. Other sculptural artworks
include Cat Cairn: the Kielder
Kielder Skyspace, James Turrell, 2000 © Mark Pinder
Skyspace by acclaimed US artist
James Turrell, which manipulates light and space to offer distraction-free views of the sky,
while family-friendly Mapping is a minigolf course derived from old and new maps of
Kielder. www.kielderartandarchitecture.com
Where is it? Kielder Forest is in the north of England, close to the border with Scotland,
two hours south of Edinburgh by car.
8) One of Britain’s greatest stately homes, construction work on Castle Howard first began
in 1699 and took more than 100 years to complete. Built for the 3rd Earl of Carlisle, later
generations also left their mark on this magnificent estate. The 7th Earl was responsible
for the spectacular Atlas Fountain – built in 1853, its centrepiece is a carved Portland stone
statue of Atlas, supporting a large bronze globe on his shoulders. The lavish formal
gardens and landscaped grounds are home to one of Britain’s most extensive collections
of classical sculpture, including a series of 18th-century lead statues depicting Greek gods.
www.castlehoward.co.uk
Where is it? Near York in north-east England, two hours north of London by train.
9) Another impressive stately home, Burghley House is full of historic interest. It’s also an
unexpected home to contemporary sculpture. Within the stunning Capability Brown
landscaped grounds is Burghley Sculpture Garden, with a permanent collection including
the delightful Grass Maze by sculptor Peter Randall-Page. From April to October, these are
joined by an annual selection of curated sculptures, which have previously included a cast
iron stag by Dido Crosby, and a tank by artist Kypros Kyprianou.
www.burghley.co.uk/about-burghley/gardens-deer-park/sculpture-garden
Where is it? In the middle of England, two hours north of London by train.
10) The National Botanic Garden of Wales is a fascinating venue for outdoor art, displaying
works by some of Wales’ leading contemporary sculptors. Tarw, the Welsh Black Bull by
artist Sally Matthews is a wild steel structure stuffed with sheep’s wool and burnt gorse,
whilst Pi by Rawleigh Clay is a hooped metal and wood structure that acts as a viewing
circle of the nearby Paxton’s Tower, a Neo-Gothic landmark erected in honour of Lord
Nelson. Budding artists may also find inspiration here by taking one of the occasional artbased day courses. www.botanicgarden.wales/about-the-garden/art
Where is it? In south-west Wales, one hour north-west of Cardiff by car.
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Art fairs and open studios
Britain has some of the world’s most
exciting Art Fairs, with the biggest
contemporary carnival in London’s
art calendar, Frieze, coming to town
every October. As well as being able
to see and buy art by more than
1,000 of the world’s leading artists,
the fair features Frieze Projects, a
unique programme of artist
commissions, as well as Frieze Talks:
debates, panel discussions and
keynote lectures. The fair recently
introduced Live, a new section
Frieze! It’s time to buy some art – or ogle some of the priciest
dedicated to ambitious performance- paintings before someone else does
based installations. Frieze London is housed in a bespoke structure in leafy Regent’s Park.
The 2016 edition runs from 6-9 October. www.friezelondon.com
The Affordable Art Fair’s formula is simple: a relaxed, inspiring environment and a diverse
range of quality contemporary art at affordable prices. It takes place in three locations
throughout the year: Bristol (south-west England) in September, Battersea Park (London)
in October and Hampstead Heath (London) in June. In Bristol, you can visit 50 British
galleries all under one roof and buy paintings, original artist-made prints, sculpture and
photography from a reasonable £50 all the way up £5,000. www.affordableartfair.com

BADA Antiques and Fine Art Fair is a chance to pick up a
special piece to take home

Held each year in March, the BADA
Antiques and Fine Art Fair is known
for quality and elegance, located as
it is in one of London's most
fashionable and upmarket districts,
Duke of York Square. With art and
antiques for sale ranging from 16th
century works of art to
contemporary furniture, collectors
and first-time buyers alike flock
there to pick up something special.
Just around the corner is The
Saatchi Gallery for even more
cultural stimulation. www.bada-

antiques-fair.co.uk
Scotland is an artists’ haven and the Edinburgh Art Fair, its largest annual arts show, is a
top event in the cultural calendar. Bringing the finest emerging talent, as well as
established, big name artists to Edinburgh in November, there are artists’ demonstrations,
printmaking and painting classes, including popular painting workshops for children.
Helpfully, all purchased artworks will be professionally wrapped at no extra cost to ensure
safe transportation home, and worldwide shipping be arranged. www.artedinburgh.com
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Open Studios are another way to immerse yourself in Britain’s cultural life and many offer
the chance to meet the makers for a unique insight into their craft and to buy original art
direct from the source.
Helfa Gelf /Art Trail is Wales’ biggest Open Studio Event, taking place each September.
The free annual event spreads across north Wales with studios taking part in Gwynedd,
Conwy, Denbighshire, Flintshire and Wrexham, offering a unique chance for visitors to
experience this normally hidden world, chat to the artists about their creative process and
buy directly from them. Carmarthenshire, in south west Wales, hosts Twyi Valley Open
Studios in July/August, with studios all within a 15 mile radius of Llandeilo opening up to
visitors, whether buyers or simply admirers. In Pembrokeshire, also in the south west of
the country, find a high concentration of small independent galleries that consider
themselves ‘on the edge’ of the arts scene; it’s well worth a visit to pick up something a
little different to take home. www.helfagelf.co.uk, www.tywivalleyopenstudios.wales,
www.artpembrokeshire.co.uk
The Late Shows is a cultural tapas of after dark events and exhibitions that happen in
cultural venues across NewcastleGateshead each May. Museums, galleries and visitor
attractions stay open late and programme an event or activity different to their normal
offering, with plenty of opportunities to purchase an eye-catching artwork. Over the years
The Late Shows has put on interactive art, treasure trails, behind the scenes tours,
exhibition previews, live music, DJs, discos and artist talks. Buses take visitors from venue
to venue with lots of opportunities to stop off in the city’s many bars and pubs. Newcastle
is approximately three hours from London by rail. www.thelateshows.org.uk
Made Brighton Design and Craft Fair takes place in November in the historic Corn
Exchange, Brighton, a city known for its cool and quirky arts scene. Fifty innovative and
original makers and designers show and sell their work, from beautiful and unique
jewellery, textiles, glass and ceramics directly to the public. Brighton is one hour by train
from London. www.brighton-made.co.uk.
In Northern Ireland, Belfast’s
Cathedral Quarter is home to
dozens of creative and cultural
organisations, all clustered together
in an art lover’s haven. Among them
is The MAC, an excellent cultural
hotspot that showcases visual art
and theatre. Golden Thread Gallery
offers a dedicated sales area for art
lovers and collectors to enjoy. In
April/May, the whole area comes
alive with the Cathedral Quarter
Arts Festival; as well as visual arts,
Belfast’s Arts Festival combines theatre, music, dance and the chance
to buy art
there’s comedy, theatre, music and
more to enjoy.
www.themaclive.com, www.goldenthreadgallery.co.uk, www.cqaf.com
Championing creativity through exhibitions, open studios, performance, music, workshops
and tours, Hackney WickED in London’s trendy east end allows visitors the chance to
explore the labyrinth of artist studios, live-work spaces and up-and-coming galleries hidden
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behind the façades of industrial streets and warehouse walls. Meet the artists and buy
directly from them while winding your way around Hackney in July/August, when the
neighbourhood becomes alive with creative activities. www.hackneywicked.co.uk
In Bristol, Spike Island is an international centre for the development of contemporary art
and design where people of all ages can engage directly with art through participation and
discussion. Pay a visit to browse their reasonably priced prints and support the up-andcoming artists of tomorrow. Bristol is approximately one hour 30 minutes by train from
London. www.spikeisland.org.uk
Each year York Open Studios selects the best artists and makers living or working within a
ten-mile radius of the northern England city to exhibit painting, sculpture, printmaking,
textiles, jewellery, photography, stained glass, wood-carving, furniture and ceramics. Open
over two spring weekends, visitors can meet the selected artists and makers and buy their
wares. York is approximately two hours from London by rail. www.yorkopenstudios.co.uk
For a selection of beautiful products from across the British Isles head to The New
Craftsmen in central London’s Mayfair. The company curates a selection of art, ceramics,
textiles and jewellery from around the UK, working with a selection of Britain’s finest craft
makers to showcase the materials, skills and craft of the country.
www.thenewcraftsmen.com
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Star architects and where to see their masterpieces
Britain’s architecture giants are influential not just at home, but abroad too – with people
like Normon Foster, Zaha Hadid and Thomas Heatherwick known the world over. Take in
their British creations on holiday, whether that means riding in a Heatherwick-designed
London bus, or swimming in a Hadid-designed Olympic pool!
Zaha Hadid
A winner of architecture’s highest
accolade, The Pritzker Prize, the late
Zaha Hadid is known for neofuturistic structures. Britain’s
foremost example is the London
Aquatics Centre, found inside
Stratford’s Queen Elizabeth Olympic
Park. Used for London 2012’s
swimming and diving events, the
eye-grabbing centre was then
modernised and opened to the
The London Aquatics Centre (right), designed by Zaha Hadid
public in March 2014. Beneath the
160m-long wave-like roof, two 50m pools and a 25m diving pool render this London’s
premier aquatic venue. Across town in west London is another Hadid project: Hyde Park’s
Serpentine Sackler Gallery. Free to enter, this former gunpowder store contains 900
square metres’ worth of contemporary art. Across a bridge, the Serpentine Gallery
commissions a leading architect to design its yearly summer pavilion: past luminaries have
included Frank Gehry, Daniel Libeskind and, yes, Zaha Hadid. Hadid passed away in March
2016, but continues to inspire through her work. One of her last designs, a new
mathematics gallery at London’s popular Science Museum, is due to open in December
2016. Want a bird’s-eye view of Hadid’s work? Stay at the Holiday Inn London – Stratford
City, which boasts a rooftop terrace overlooking the Olympic Park.
www.londonaquaticscentre.org, www.serpentinegalleries.org, www.sciencemuseum.org.uk,
www.hilondonstratford.co.uk
Thomas Heatherwick
British architect and designer
Thomas Heatherwick’s ideas always
stress regional identity. A perfect
example are his New Routemaster
buses in London, a reinvention of a
classic design, currently serving
more than 20 routes across the
capital. Three entry/exit doors pay
tribute to Londoners’ independent
spirits, while the airy design is
modern yet classical. Seventeen
Thomas Heatherwick’s East Beach Café © British Tourist
miles west of Brighton, another
Authority
iconic Heatherwick project awaits in
the town of Littlehampton. East Beach Café was built with its seafront setting in mind: a
rugged structure – boasting English Channel views and cosy interiors – that Heatherwick
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says resembles a piece of weathered flotsam washed onto the beach. Not only has the café
earned acclaim for its design, but its food is highly regarded too.
www.tfl.gov.uk/modes/buses/new-routemaster, www.eastbeachcafe.co.uk
Norman Foster
While most Norman Foster projects
are found in London, arguably the
most striking sits deep in west
Wales. Set amid Carmarthenshire’s
Tywi Valley – 50 miles north-west of
Cardiff – the Great Glasshouse is the
National Botanic Garden of Wales’s
headline act. The world’s largest
single-span glasshouse, it contains
waterfalls, a lake, a Spanish olive
grove and even the recreated
Norman Foster’s Great Glasshouse © British Tourist
Authority
aftermath of an Australian bush
fire. Imitating the rolling hills all
around, the tilted, rainwater-collecting roof comprises 785 glass panes. Back in London,
more wizardry by Foster + Partners includes the Millennium Bridge (linking St Paul’s
Cathedral and the Tate Modern), the British Museum’s vast Great Court and 30 St. Mary
Axe – a famous office building known as the ‘Gherkin’, and one of five Foster structures
encountered on ‘Designs of the Times’, an architecture-themed self-guided walking tour
around the City. Want to stay in a Norman Foster design? Foster + Partners is behind
every aspect of the ME Hotel in London, from the building to the bathroom fittings.
www.botanicgarden.wales, www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/visit-thecity/walks/Pages/self-guided.aspx, www.melia.com/en/hotels/united-kingdom/london/melondon/index.html
Charles Rennie Mackintosh
Living most of his life in Glasgow, Scotland, Charles
Rennie Mackintosh was Britain’s chief proponent of
Art Nouveau. The architect’s masterpiece was the
Glasgow School of Art, heavily influenced by Artsand-Crafts, Japanese detailing and Scottish baronial
styles, and considered an example of ‘total design’
upon completion in 1909. Sadly, the school was
severely damaged by a fire in May 2014. Restoration
plans are ongoing with help from adoring trustees like
Brad Pitt. While access to the site is limited, visitors
can still join a daily tour exploring its history,
Mackintosh’s life, and the school’s unique collection of
original Mackintosh furniture. Want to explore
The Glasgow School of Art ©
further? Other examples of Mackintosh’s work in
VisitBritain/Britain on View
Glasgow include The Lighthouse, The Scotland
Street School Museum and the Mackintosh Church – Queens Cross. www.gsa.ac.uk,
www.visitscotland.com/about/famous-scots/charles-rennie-mackintosh
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Daniel Libeskind
Manchester’s Imperial War Museum North
is a must-see for Daniel Libeskind disciples.
Sitting beside the glittering MediaCityUK
development in the Salford Quays area,
Libeskind’s complex is structured around
three interlocking shards. Representing air,
earth and water, they are remnants of a
metaphorical globe ravaged by conflict.
Doubling as the museum's entranceway,
the 55m-high air shard also has a viewing
balcony which faces the Manchester
skyline.
www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-north
The Imperial War Museum North © British Tourist
Authority
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Architecture with a view
You can reach incredible heights thanks to some of Britain’s amazing architecture,
providing picture-perfect perspectives on coasts, cities and the countryside. Here are just
a few places providing stunning spectacles.
British Airways i360
Opened in August 2016, the British
Airways i360 was designed by
husband and wife team David Marks
and Julia Barfield, also responsible
for the London Eye. Its moving
observation tower, the world’s tallest,
takes passengers almost 140 metres
into the sky, offering panoramic
views that can stretch for up to 26
High in the sky: the British Airways i360 © British Airways
i360/Visual Air
miles. Gaze at the sea, Brighton’s
quirky Lanes and streets, and the
dramatic white cliffs of the South Downs National Park. Fancy an evening flight? After
6pm your time in the tower’s glass pod is extended from 20 minutes to 30, giving plenty of
time to enjoy a drink in its Sky Bar. Enjoy a range of locally-produced beverages, including
gin, apple juice and sparkling wine. www.britishairwaysi360.com
Getting there: Brighton is in the south-east of England, and is easily accessible from
London. Trains from London Victoria take just under an hour. The same journey by road
takes around two hours.

The Blackpool Tower
The Blackpool Tower, one of the most
iconic buildings in Britain, offers great
views in all directions – including down!
From its 115 metre high SkyWalk you may
be able to glimpse the beautiful Lake
District, the city of Liverpool and the Isle of
Man. But the real thrill comes from edging
out on to its viewing deck, complete with a
five-centimetre-thick glass floor, and
looking straight down. Beneath your feet
you can watch the waves roll in on the Irish
Sea, and all the hustle and bustle of the
Blackpool Promenade.
www.theblackpooltower.com
Getting there: Blackpool is in north-west
The glass floor at the Blackpool Tower © Blackpool
Tower
England. Trains from London take just
under three hours, while from Manchester
it’s approximately one hour 20 minutes. Driving from Manchester takes just over an hour.

Culture is GREAT |51

The Scott Monument
The Scott Monument in Edinburgh was built in the
1800s to commemorate one of Britain’s greatest
writers – Sir Walter Scott. Scott was an esteemed
poet and writer, whose works included the Waverley
Novels – a series of books with titles including Rob
Roy, Ivanhoe and The Heart of Midlothian. The
monument features 64 statues of characters from
Scott’s works, as well as one of the author himself,
accompanied by his beloved deerhound Maida.
Climbing the tower means taking the stairs, but you’ll
be rewarded with stunning outlooks from four
different viewing platforms. The most stunning views
of the city come from the top – 61 metres and 287
steps up.
www.edinburghmuseums.org.uk/venues/scottmonument
Getting there: Edinburgh is in south-east Scotland
and has its own international airport. Flights from
London take approximately one hour 20 minutes.

Going up? The Scott Memorial ©
VisitBritain/Simon Jarratt

Smeaton’s Tower, Plymouth
Plymouth in Devon, south-west
England, is a city with a long and
proud naval history. Sir Francis
Drake sailed from its harbour in 1588
to defeat the invading Spanish
Armada, while it was also the
launching point for Charles Darwin’s
famous scientific voyage of
discovery on the HMS Beagle.
Originally built in the 1700s as a
lighthouse, Smeaton Tower
Smeatons Tower in Plymouth © VisitEngland/Visit
protected sailors from the
Plymouth
dangerous Eddystone Rocks. Lit by
24 candles, its light shone out over the sea warning boats of the rocks’ position. In the
1880s it was removed from the rocks and bought ashore, where it still stands today. A
climb to the top of the lighthouse takes you in to the former lantern room, which has been
painstakingly restored to its original glory. The large windows and outside deck offer great
views of the Portsmouth Sound and the city. www.plymhearts.org/smeatons-tower
Getting there: The train journey from London to Plymouth takes approximately three
hours 20 minutes – a similar drive would take around four hours.

Culture is GREAT |52

Victoria Square, Belfast
Victoria Square is Northern Ireland’s
biggest shopping centre, with a
cinema, restaurants and more than
50 shops spread across four floors.
At the heart of its layout is its
massive glass dome, measuring 35
metres in diameter and linked to two
covered streets of shops. The
dazzling dome doubles as a viewing
gallery. With views stretching for
miles across the city, catch glimpses
Victoria Square’s giant glass dome © VisitBritain/Britain on
of some of Belfast’s other top
View
architecture, including its castle,
Belfast City Hall and the Parliament Buildings at Stormont. www.victoriasquare.com
Getting there: Belfast has its own international airport. Flights from London take around
one hour and 20 minutes. Prefer to go by boat? Take the ferry from Liverpool. Journeys
take around eight hours and you can choose either a day or night crossing.

The Shard, London
The Shard, designed by Renzo Piano, is the tallest
building in western Europe, and features London’s
highest viewing platform. The building is 310 metres
from base to tip, with two different decks from which
to take in the sights. The first, on the 69th floor, is
indoors and offers the use of free interactive
telescopes as well as a champagne bar. The highest
view is from level 72, where you’ll be in the fresh air
and able to enjoy the sounds and sights of the city
below. Want to enjoy the view for longer? Stay in The
Shard’s luxurious Shangri-La Hotel, with rooms
offering floor-to-ceiling windows with stunning views.
www.theviewfromtheshard.com, www.shangrila.com/london/shangrila

The Shard dominating London’s skyline
© Julian Elliott Photography

Getting there: The Shard’s closest London
underground stop is London Bridge.

Grape and Olive, Swansea
Wales’ tallest building is in Swansea, the country’s second-largest city after its capital
Cardiff. The Meridian Tower stands in the middle of Swansea’s marina, and at 107 metres
high offers stunning coastal views. The top floor of the tower is occupied by Grape & Olive,
a restaurant owned by Wales’ biggest brewer SA Brain & Co Ltd. Tuck in to the lunch menu
while looking out over the beach or the city centre. When night falls, eat dinner and watch
as Swansea lights up the night sky. www.sabrain.com/pubs-and-hotels/southwales/swansea/grape-olive-swansea
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Getting there: Swansea is in south Wales, a drive of around three hours and 30 minutes
from London. It’s close to Cardiff – around an hour in the car.
Liverpool Cathedral
Liverpool Cathedral was once described by famous British poet Sir John Betjeman as ‘one
of the great buildings of the world.’ It took 74 years to build, and was designed by architect
George Gilbert Scott Jnr, also responsible for the K6 – Britain’s iconic red telephone box. It
is Britain’s biggest cathedral, and its 101 metre high tower is one of the tallest structures in
Liverpool. Getting up top means a ride in two lifts and climbing 108 stairs, but the effort is
more than worth it. Enjoy stunning panoramic views of the city and its surroundings – on a
clear day you might see the Welsh hills, the Pennines, or even the Blackpool Tower 50
miles away. www.liverpoolcathedral.org.uk
Getting there: Liverpool is on the north-west coast of England. It is just over two hours by
train from London – the trip from Manchester takes 50 minutes.
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Active architecture
Don’t just stand back and admire the view, get up close and personal with some of Britain’s
most iconic architecture. From zip-wires to tunnel slides, here’s how you can experience
beautiful buildings and stunning structures from an entirely new perspective.
Go Up at the O2
Originally constructed to celebrate
the millennium, The O2 has become
an iconic part of London’s skyline.
Now one of Britain’s most popular
music and entertainment venues, it
also offers visitors with a head for
heights the chance to walk over it.
Put on a climb suit and safety harness
and take to the suspended fabric
walkway, which leads you to the top
of the famous dome, 58 metres
Walk to the top: Up at the O2
above ground level. There’s a chance
to soak in the spectacular views of the capital before tackling the steep walk back down,
accompanied throughout by a knowledgeable guide. Climbs can be booked during the day,
or for an-extra special trip book at sunset or twilight. www.theo2.co.uk/do-more-at-theo2/up-at-the-o2
Getting there: The closest London underground station to the O2 is North Greenwich.
Alternatively, take a boat – the MBNA Thames Clippers run direct from the London Eye.
The trip takes 35 minutes and offers a great view of some of London’s other architectural
icons, including Tower Bridge.
Zip over the Eden Project
The Eden Project in Cornwall, southwest England, houses the world’s
largest indoor rainforest in a series
of bubble-like Biomes designed by
Grimshaw Architects. Soar like a bird
above the bubbles on SkyWire –
England’s longest and fastest zipwire experience. Hanging 100 metres
above the ground you’ll fly,
Superman-style, over the Eden
Project at speeds of almost 100
kilometres per hour. Keep your eyes
open (if you can!) and you’ll also get
Zip-lining over the Eden Project with Hangloose
fantastic views of the coast and the
Cornish countryside. www.hanglooseadventure.com/skywire
Getting there: The nearest railway station to The Eden Project is St Austell, with trains
from London Paddington taking approximately four hours and 30 minutes. Driving from
London to Cornwall takes approximately five hours, or it’s one hour and 30 minutes from
Exeter.
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Bungee off the Tees Transporter Bridge
The Tees Transporter Bridge in Middlesbrough, north-east England, was first opened in
1911. It’s the world’s longest working transporter bridge, and an enduring symbol of the
area’s industrial heritage. Built to transport thousands of workers across the River Tees to
the ironworks and shipyards on its banks, the bridge is 259 metres long. Cross the bridge
in a glass-sided gondola hanging from its frame. Not enough to get your adrenaline
pumping? Climb the 210 steps to the top of the bridge, take a deep breath and jump!
www.ukbungee.co.uk/content/25/the-bridge-bungee-jump
Getting there: The bridge’s visitor centre is at its base, and is a 10-minute walk from
Middlesbrough railway station. Trains from London to Middlesbrough take approximately
three hours, those from Newcastle take just over an hour.
Slide down the ArcelorMittal Orbit
Fancy whizzing down the world’s
highest and longest tunnel slide? Pay
a visit to the Queen Elizabeth Olympic
Park in east London to experience the
ArcelorMittal Orbit. The artwork,
designed by Sir Anish Kapoor,
became Britain’s largest sculpture
when it was unveiled in time for the
London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic
Games. Now it’s a draw for
daredevils, thanks to the 178 metre
high slide that has been wrapped
around it. The plunge to the bottom
takes approximately 40 seconds, with
12 high-speed twists and turns,
including a tight corkscrew section.
Not scary enough? You can also
abseil off the sculpture, taking in
Twist and turns: the slide at the ArcelorMittal Orbit
breath-taking 20-mile vistas across
London. www.arcelormittalorbit.com/whats-on/the-slide
Getting there: The slide is a 15 minute walk from Stratford, the closest London
underground station.
Walk up (or down) Snowdon to Hafod Eryri
Clad in Welsh oak and granite, and offering spectacular panoramic views, Hafod Eryri
perches just below the 1,085 metre high summit of Snowdown – the highest mountain in
England and Wales. The building serves several purposes: as well as being a visitor centre
and café for hardy hikers, it also acts as a terminus for the Snowdon Mountain Railway.
The railway chugs its way up and down the mountainside between March and November,
but only makes it to the very top when weather allows – usually from May onwards.
Opened in 2009, Hayfod Eryri is open when the railway is running, and features largescreen information points, an engraved floor and ‘whispering’ windows where you might
hear poetry or information about the landscape below. www.snowdonrailway.co.uk/hafoderyri-snowdon-summit-visitor-centre
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Getting there: Snowdon is in north Wales, near to the village of Llanberis. Llanberis is
under two hours’ drive from Liverpool, which has an international airport. Hike up
Snowdon or take the railway, with return or one-way tickets on offer.

Take a spin on the Falkirk Wheel
The Falkirk Wheel in south-east
Scotland is the world’s only rotating
boatlift. It connects two man-made
canals which stretch across the
centre of Scotland – from Edinburgh
in the east to beyond Glasgow in the
west. The two canals were originally
connected in the 1800s by a series
of 11 locks which took almost a day
to navigate, and were used to
transport boats, people and goods.
The Falkirk Wheel: the world’s only rotating boat lift ©
The canals fell out of use as railways
Drifters
became more popular, and the locks
connecting them were dismantled in 1933. Opened in 2002 by Her Majesty, The Queen, the
35 metre tall Falkirk Wheel has replaced the locks with two state-of-the-art rotating
gondolas. Take a boat trip and take a spin. www.scottishcanals.co.uk/falkirk-wheel
Getting there: The Falkirk Wheel is just over an hour’s drive from Edinburgh. Edinburgh has
its own international airport - flights from London take around one hour and 30 minutes.
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What’s new: film and literature
New for 2016 - film
The Legend of Tarzan
Released earlier this year, The
Legend of Tarzan sees the lord of the
jungle return to his former home in
after living in Victorian England for
nearly a decade. Filming for the
earlier part of the action-packed
adventure took full advantage of
several British locations, such as
Windsor Great Park, the National
Trust’s 18th-century mansion
Kedleston Hall, and Dinorwig Quarry
in Llanberis, north Wales, a former
Windsor Great Park, Windsor, south England. ©
slate quarry and also home to the
VisitEngland
Welsh National Slate Museum.
www.windsorgreatpark.co.uk , www.nationaltrust.org.uk/kedleston-hall,
www.visitwales.com
Getting there: Windsor Great Park is roughly an hour’s drive from London. Kedleston Hall
is an hour’s drive from Birmingham near the Peak District, England. Dinorwig Quarry in
north-Wales is four hours’ drive from Cardiff.
Swallows and Amazons
Filming for this newly released
adaptation of the classic Arthur
Ransome novel Swallows and
Amazons took place in the stunning
landscape of the Lake District
National Park and in the county of
Yorkshire. Join the adventures of the
Walker children as they camp, sail
and face their fears in a country on
the brink of war. www.golakes.co.uk,
www.yorkshire.com
Lake in Buttermere Valley, Cumbria. © VisitEngland

Getting there: the Lake District is in
the north of England and is less than a two-hour drive from Leeds.
The Beatles: Eight Days A Week
This recently-released documentary from Ron Howard tells the story of the Beatles and
their touring years. The compilation of footage features music, interviews, and stories of
The Beatles' 250 concerts from 1963 to 1966. Take a trip to the birthplace of the Beatles,
Liverpool, where tours, exhibitions and iconic locations associated with the band are
waiting to be discovered. www.visitliverpool.com/things-to-do/the-beatles
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Getting there: Liverpool is in the north-west of England, and is a 30-minute train journey
from Manchester.
Bridget Jones’ Baby
The threequel to Bridget Jones’
Diary, Bridget Jones’ Baby follows
the comedic adventures of British
publishing executive Bridget Jones
as she enters her 40s. Set
predominantly in London, explore
locations used in filming such as
Borough Market, Greenwich Park,
Woolwich, and Camden.
www.boroughmarket.org.uk,
www.rmg.co.uk,
www.visitgreenwich.org.uk/woolwich,
www.camdenmarket.com

Borough Market in London © VisitEngland

Getting there: All located in London, Borough Market is easiest reached by London Bridge
underground station, Greenwich Park by Cutty Sark (for Maritime Greenwich) underground
station, Woolwich by Woolwich Arsenal underground station, and Camden by Camden
Town underground station.
Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them November 2016
Adapted from the book from JK Rowling, the movie tells the adventures of writer Newt
Scamander 70 years before Harry Potter reads his book at Hogwarts. Eddie Redmayne
plays the lead. The film is set in New York's secret community of witches and wizards, but
has all been filmed in Britain in London studios and on location in Liverpool.
www.visitliverpool.com
Getting there: Liverpool is in the north-west of England, and is a 30-minute train journey
from Manchester.
Rogue One: A Star Wars Story

December 2016
The first standalone, original Star
Wars film, Rogue One: A Star Wars
Story follows the epic adventure of
ordinary people playing a vital role in
the timeline of the Star Wars’ series.
Featuring Felicity Jones in a lead
role, resistance fighters embark on a
daring mission to steal the Empire's
plans for the Death Star. Filmed
mainly at Pinewood Studios, the
O2 in Greenwich, with views over Canary Wharf, London.
movie also used London’s Canary
© VisitEngland
Wharf as a location. Visit the area
and enjoy an abundance of restaurants and shops.
www.visitlondon.com/discover-london/london-areas/places/canary-wharf
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Getting there: located in London, Canary Wharf is easiest reached by Canary Wharf
underground station.

Coming up in 2017 - film

View of Edinburgh Castle in Edinburgh, Scotland ©
VisitBritain

T2: Trainspotting February 2017
A continuation of the Trainspotting
saga, T2: Trainspotting reunites the
original characters in and around the
country of Scotland and will star
Ewan McGregor, Jonny Lee Miller,
and Robert Carlyle. The cast have
been spotted filming at locations
across Edinburgh and Glasgow.
www.visitscotland.com

Getting there: Edinburgh is on the
east-coast of Scotland, and is a 75-minute flight from London. Glasgow is in the west of
Scotland and is 50-minute train from Edinburgh.
King Arthur: Legend of the Sword

March 2017
Due for release in 2017, King Arthur:
Legend of the Sword is an upcoming
epic adventure film retelling the
story of Arthur and the Knights of
the Roundtable. Directed by Guy
Ritchie, the cast includes Charlie
Hunnam as King Arthur, as well as
Jude Law and Eric Bana. British
locations used in the film include
Snowdonia in north Wales, the
Scottish Highlands in the north of
Scotland and the Isle of Skye also in
the north of Scotland. Windsor Great
Isle of Skye in Scotland. © VisitBritain
Park on the outskirts of London, and
the Forest of Dean on the border of
England and Wales also feature.
www.visitscotland.com/destinations-maps/highlands/,
www.visitscotland.com/destinations-maps/isle-skye, www.windsorgreatpark.co.uk,
www.wyedeantourism.co.uk
Getting there: Snowdonia in north Wales is a 90-minute drive from Liverpool, England.
The Scottish Highlands are roughly four hours’ drive from Edinburgh, while the Isle of Skye
is six hours’ drive from Edinburgh. Windsor Great Park is around an hour’s drive from
London, and the Forest of Dean is less than three hours’ drive from London.
Beauty and the Beast March 2017
Watch an all-star cast, including Emma Watson as Belle, Ewan McGregor as Lumiere and
Ian McKellen as Cogsworth, in Disney’s live-action adaptation of the classic fairy tale.
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Follow the story of a monstrous prince and a young woman who fall in love, and visit the
locations used in filming. Part filmed at Shepperton Studios in Surrey, the adaptation was
also filmed on location in London. www.visitlondon.com
Getting there: London is the capital of England and is located in the south-east of the
country.
Kingsman: The Golden Circle June 2017
After the success of Twentieth Century Fox’s The Kingsman: Secret Service, the adventure
continues in 2017 with its sequel Kingsman: The Golden Circle. See Eggsy and Merlin work
together to take on a new villain with the help of the American agency, Statesman. Filming
locations for this action-film include Birmingham in England, and London.
www.visitbirmingham.com
Getting there: located in the heart of England, Birmingham is less than 90 minutes by train
from London.
Paddington 2 November 2017
Paddington fans can rejoice as the nation’s favourite furry friend is back. Paddington 2 will
feature the same cast as the first movie with a new addition playing the villain. Shooting
for the movie will start this autumn in London, England. www.visitlondon.com
Getting there: London is the capital of England and is located in the south-east.
Film Stars Don’t Die in Liverpool 2017 release date TBC
Shooting is taking place in London and Liverpool for this new movie from Bond producer
Barbara Broccoli. Based on the memoir by British actor Peter Turner, the story follows the
playful but passionate relationship between Turner and the eccentric Academy Awardwinning actress Gloria Grahame. What starts as a vibrant affair between a legendary
femme fatale and her young lover grows into a deeper relationship. www.visitliverpool.com
Getting there: Liverpool is in the north-west of England, and is a 30-minute train journey
from Manchester.
TV
Poldark
Cornwall’s favourite hero returned to
US TV screens with a second series
on 25 September. Filmed in and
around Cornwall in England, fans can
now book Poldark tours around the
movie locations in the seaside
county. www.poldarktours.co.uk
Getting there: Cornwall is in the
south-west of England, and is less
than five hours’ drive from London.
Padstow Harbour, Cornwall. ©VisitEngland

Culture is GREAT |61

The Hollow Crown: War of the Roses
The mini-series follows adaptations of the English playwright William Shakespeare’s
history plays: Richard II, Henry IV Parts One and Two, and Henry V. The second instalment
of the mini-series will air on WGBH in the US from 1 – 25 December. Alnwick Castle, located
in Northumberland, is a stately home and English castle, which has been used for filming.
www.alnwickcastle.com
Getting there: Alnwick Castle is located in Northumberland, north-east England, and is a
35-minute drive from Newcastle-upon-Tyne.
Victoria
Already a hit in the UK, the new TV drama Victoria airs
in the US from January 2017. Based on the life of
Queen Victoria in her early reign, the series stars
Jenna Coleman and features eight episodes. Mostly
filmed in Yorkshire, locations include Harewood House
in Leeds, Castle Howard, and Beverly Minster, which
stood in as Westminster Abbey.
www.harewood.org, www.castlehoward.co.uk,
www.beverleyminster.org.uk
Getting there: All located in Yorkshire, Harewood
House is in Leeds, Castle Howard is a 35-minute drive
from York, and Beverley Minster is a 70-minute drive
from York.
Great British Bake Off
Season four of the nation’s beloved baking show will
air on PBS in the US as the Great British Baking Show
Interior of Beverley Minster in
and will also be shown on Netflix. Join the 13 bakers in
Beverley, East Riding of Yorkshire. ©
VisitEngland
the infamous tent, nestled in the grounds of Welford
Park, and watch as they compete for the title of Britain’s best amateur baker.
www.welfordpark.co.uk
Getting there: Welford Park in Berkshire, England, a 90-minute drive from London.
Sherlock series 4
Inspired by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s much loved book series, the Sherlock TV series has
seen huge success in the UK and will be returning to PBS in America for series four in early
2017. Excitingly, there are also rumours Avengers star Tom Hiddleston could feature.
Based in Victorian and Georgian England, London has proved to be an ideal location for
filming throughout the previous three series. www.visitlondon.com
Getting there: London is the capital of England and is located in the south-east of the
county.
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Broadchurch (series 3)
Crime-thriller Broadchurch returns
for a final series in 2017 with David
Tennant and Olivia Colman reprising
their roles. It will continue to be
filmed on location in Dorset at
Bridport and West Bay, as well as
Clevedon in Somerset, England.
www.visit-dorset.com
Getting there: Dorset is in the southwest of England and is three and a
half hours by car from London.
Looking ahead to 2018

Clevedon in Somerset. © VisitEngland

Films on the horizon that will be filmed in Britain include Disney’s Mary Poppins (December
2018), with Emily Blunt taking the lead, and Meryl Streep rumoured to be joining the cast.
Shooting will start in autumn 2016. Sony Pictures are said to be working on a live
action/CGI version of the famous Beatrix Potter story titled Peter Rabbit which will
premiere in 2018. Early Man, a pre-historic adventure from Nick Aardman, creator of
Wallace and Gromit will be released in 2018 with Eddie Redmayne voicing the character.
The Secret Garden, based on the popular novel by Frances Hodgson Burnett, will hit the
silver screen in 2018. Finally, the talks of a ‘Downton Abbey’ movie continue with Penelope
Wilton being the latest cast member to say she’d be keen to take part, but no date has
been confirmed yet.

New in 2016 – literature
150th anniversary of the birth of Beatrix Potter
Born in London in 1866, Helen Beatrix Potter was best known for her imaginative
children’s books such as The Tale of Peter Rabbit. Potter drew inspiration from the
magnificent beauty and plentiful wildlife of the Lake District in Cumbria, north-west
England, and fans of her enduring tales can visit the World of Beatrix Potter in Bownesson-Windermere, 90 minutes from Manchester by car. The attraction showcases Peter
Rabbit’s Garden, Jemima Puddle-Duck’s woodland glade and Mr Toad’s underground home,
plus you can visit Mrs Tiggy-Winkle’s kitchen. You can also visit Hill Top, near Sawrey in
Cumbria, her 17th-century farmhouse. www.visitcumbria.com/beatrix-potter
Getting there: both the World of Beatrix Potter and Hill Top farm are located in Cumbria in
north-west England. Cumbria is a five-hour drive from London.
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400th anniversary of Shakespeare’s
death
2016 has been awash with
commemorations marking 400 years
since the death of William
Shakespeare, with special
Shakespeare performances, activities
and experiences, with more still to
come. Explore new exhibitions in
Stratford-upon-Avon from
Shakespeare’s England, including a
new immersive theatrical experience
at the Royal Shakespeare Company;
Shakespeare’s Birthplace, Stratford-upon-Avon ©
a reimagining of New Place
VisitEngland
(Shakespeare’s final home) following
a major restoration project; and Shakespeare’s school room, open for the first time at King
Edward VI School where Shakespeare was educated. www.shakespeares-england.co.uk
Getting there: Stratford-upon-Avon is located in the heart of England, and is less than two
and a half hours by car from London.

Top Withens in Haworth, Yorkshire, England ©
VisitEngland

200th anniversary of the birth of
Charlotte Brontë
The Brontë Parsonage Museum in
Haworth, Yorkshire, north England,
was the Brontë sisters’ family home
and now hosts a lively, contemporary
arts programme featuring major
artists celebrating the Brontës’
creative legacy. 2017 will see the
release of the film The Brontës,
which will trace the story of
Charlotte, Emily and Anne. Filming
will be taking place this year and will
feature locations across Yorkshire.
www.bronte.org.uk

Getting there: Haworth is located in Yorkshire in the north of England. It is a 70-minute
drive from Leeds.
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100th anniversary of Roald Dahl’s
birth
Born on 13 September 1916, Roald
Dahl captured the imagination of
children around the world with his
beloved tales, including James and

the Giant Peach, Matilda, The
Witches and The BFG. The film, The
BFG, hit the silver screen this year,
and was directed by Steven
Roald Dahl Museum in Great Missenden, Buckinghamshire,
Spielberg and stars Mark Rylance as
England
the Big Friendly Giant and Penelope
Wilton as The Queen. Visit the Roald Dahl Museum and Story Centre in Buckinghamshire,
south-east England where you can learn more about the author, or visit Cardiff, the capital
city of Wales – Dahl’s birthplace. Roald Dahl 100 events will continue until the end of 2016.
www.visitwales.com/latest-news/2015/july/roalddahl100
Getting there: Buckinghamshire is an 80-minute drive from London. Cardiff is in the south
of Wales.
Coming up in 2017 - literature
125th anniversary of the first Sherlock Holmes short story publication
The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, by Scottish author and physician Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle, was published in 1892. Now a popular TV series, London is almost a character in
itself in the Sherlock stories and it’s hard to imagine the detective living anywhere else.
Explore the city as Sherlock did and visit some of his favourite haunts, including 221B
Baker Street. Other destinations include The Sherlock Holmes Museum, featuring a recreation of his sitting room and a gift shop, and The Sherlock Homes Pub in Westminster
which is stuffed with memorabilia like Dr Watson's old service revolver and his favourite
food, Cumberland sausages. www.sherlock-holmes.co.uk, www.sherlockholmesstjames.co.uk
Getting there: both located in London, The Sherlock Holmes Museum is easiest reached by
Baker Street underground station, and The Sherlock Holmes Pub by Westminster
underground station.
200th anniversary of the death of Jane Austen
Jane Austen is one of the most widely read authors in English literature, and 2017 will see
commemorations marking the 200th anniversary of her death. Austen fans can visit Jane
Austen's house, Chawton in Hampshire, south England; the charming house where she
spent the last eight years of her life and where she did the majority of her mature writing.
It was here that she wrote Emma, as well as Mansfield Park and Persuasion, in addition to
revising Pride and Prejudice, Sense and Sensibility and Northanger Abbey. Now called
the Jane Austen's House Museum, it runs a programme of events through the year to keep
even the most ardent of Austen aficionados happy. www.jane-austens-housemuseum.org.uk
Getting there: located in Hampshire, the museum is less than a two-hour drive by car from
London.
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20th anniversary of the Harry Potter
book series
Since the release of JK Rowling’s
first novel Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone on 30 June
1997, the books have gained
immense popularity, critical acclaim
and commercial success worldwide,
inspiring the much-loved film series.
All eight movies were filmed in
Britain, with locations spanning
Platform 9 and 3-4 and the Hogwarts Express © Concept
England, Scotland and Wales. While
Art TM & Warner Bros Entertainment Inc.
in London, Potter fans shouldn’t miss
a priceless photo opportunity at the enchanted Platform 9 3/4 at King’s Cross Station.
Another must-visit for any discerning Harry Potter fan is the Warner Bros. Studio Tour –
The Making of Harry Potter, a dream come true for muggles young and old.
www.kingscross.co.uk/harry-potters-platform-9-34, www.wbstudiotour.co.uk
Getting there: King’s Cross Station is located in the heart of London, while the Warner
Bros. Studio Tour is an hour’s drive outside of London in Leavesdon.
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Britain’s literary landscapes
Shakespeare, Jane Austen, the Brontë sisters, Dylan Thomas, William Wordsworth, Robert
Burns – the list of great British authors, poets and playwrights seems infinite. Here we tell
the tale of literary Britain - visit the places that inspired the stories and the poems today.
Jane Austen’s south of England
2017 marks the 200th anniversary of
Jane Austen’s death, and is the ideal
time to visit her house, Chawton, near
Alton in Hampshire, south England –
around an hour by train from London.
The charming property was where
she spent the last eight years of her
life and it’s where she did the
majority of her mature writing. Here,
she wrote Emma, Mansfield Park and
Persuasion and was also where she
Inside the Jane Austen House Museum © Daniel Bosworth
revised Pride and Prejudice, Sense
and Sensibility and Northanger Abbey. The house is now aptly named the Jane Austen’s
House Museum.
Austen fans can also pay their respects at her grave in Winchester Cathedral.
Around an hour’s train journey from London, Winchester was also home to Austen in her
final few weeks, from where she penned the short poem Winchester at the Races. She also
lived in the south-west England spa city of Bath – a 90-minute train journey from London –
and set Northanger Abbey and Persuasion in the city, which has the Jane Austen Centre
dedicated to her life, and society in the early 19th century.
Shakespeare’s Stratford-upon-Avon,
west England
Soak up the literary atmosphere in
the birthplace of the Bard –
Stratford-upon-Avon, a 45-minute
drive from Birmingham or just over
two hours’ drive from London. Not
only can visitors step into the house
where Shakespeare himself was
born, but also that of his wife Anne
Hathaway, Hall Place, in addition to
his mother Mary Arden’s farm. You
London’s Globe Theatre © VisitBritain/ Simon Winnall
can also see the Bard’s great works
performed at the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, and visit his grave at Holy Trinity Church. If
you’re tying in a trip to London, don’t miss the Globe Theatre; it’s a faithful recreation of
the 16th-century venue, just steps away from its original location on the south bank of the
Thames. www.shakespeare.org.uk, www.rsc.org.uk www.shakespearesglobe.com
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William Wordsworth’s Lake District, north-east England
It was from the simple, yet atmospheric, Dove Cottage in the charming Lake District village
of Grasmere – less than two hours’ drive north of Manchester – where the renowned poet
William Wordsworth composed some of his greatest works. I Wandered Lonely As A Cloud,
Ode to Duty and parts of his autobiographical epic The Prelude were inspired by the
serene natural beauty of the high mountains, the deep lakes and the spectacular wildlife of
the Lake District, all of which remains today. Next to Dove Cottage is the Wordsworth
Museum, with a collection of around 32,000 items, also relating to Wordsworth’s friend
and fellow poet Samuel Taylor Coleridge.
www.visitcumbria.com/william-wordsworth.htm www.wordsworth.org.uk
Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s Somerset, west England
Another leading light of the Romantic movement of the late 18th century and a good friend
of William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge wrote his masterpieces The Rime of the
Ancient Mariner and Kubla Khan at this cottage in Nether Stowey, near Bridgwater in
Somerset – it is less than an hour’s drive from Bristol. Now a National Trust property,
visitors can explore its Georgian-themed rooms. You too can draw inspiration from the
breathtaking scenery on the nearby Quantock Hills and make sure you take the
opportunity to explore the Coleridge Way, a 36-mile footpath that follows the walks the
poet once took. www.nationaltrust.org.uk/coleridge-cottage www.coleridgeway.co.uk
The Bronte sisters’ Yorkshire, north England
Where would British literary heroes be
without hot-blooded Heathcliff or passionate
Mr Rochester? These creations of Charlotte
and Emily Brontë and their respective works
of Jane Eyre and Wuthering Heights are
commemorated, along with their sister Anne
– author of The Tenant of Wildfell Hall – at
The Brontë Parsonage Museum. The three
talented sisters crafted their classics at this
very Parsonage in Haworth, north Yorkshire –
a 90-minute drive from York – and were
influenced by the dramatic, rugged
Yorkshire moors close by.
www.bronte.org.uk

A statue of the Bronte sisters © VisitBritain/
Britain on View

Robert Burns’ Edinburgh, Scotland
Burns’ fans can visit the famous Burns Cottage where the poet was born, the historic
landmarks where he set his greatest works, the elegant monument and gardens created in
his honour, and the modern museum housing the world’s most important collection of his
life and works. A fitting tribute to one of Scotland’s favourite sons, the man who created
many works recognised the world over, including Auld Land Syne, A Red, Red Rose and
Ode to a Haggis. www.burnsmuseum.org.uk, www.edinburghmuseums.org.uk/Venues/TheWriters--Museum
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Dylan Thomas’ Swansea, south Wales
Dylan Thomas is often regarded as one of Britain’s greatest writers, poet and playwrights.
Born in Swansea, about an hour’s drive from the Welsh capital Cardiff, on October 27 1914,
Thomas started writing as a teenager. His life was tragically short – he died aged just 39 –
and often tempestuous, but he left a rich legacy of work including play Under Milk Wood,
and poems Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good Night and Death Shall Have No Dominion.
Go back to the very beginning, and visit the house where Thomas was born and spent his
childhood. Number 5 Cwmdonkin Drive has been tirelessly restored by a team of
enthusiasts, and now appears as it would have done in 1914 – the year it was bought by
Thomas’ family. See his tiny bedroom and, if you’re truly inspired, you can also book to
stay in it. The Dylan Thomas Centre in Swansea is the international focal point for Dylan
fans and scholars, where visitors will find a permanent exhibition on Dylan Thomas and his
life, as well as a shop with books, posters and memorabilia.
www.dylanthomasbirthplace.com, www.dylanthomas.com
John Keats’ London
John Keats lived in the smart north London neighbourhood of Hampstead from 1818 to
1820, and the area is the setting that inspired some of Keats’ most memorable poetry. It
was here Keats wrote Ode to a Nightingale, and where he fell in love with Fanny Brawne,
the girl next door. www.keatshouse.cityoflondon.gov.uk
Agatha Christie’s Devon, south-west
England
Standing above the River Dart
between Torquay and Dartmouth in
Devon on England’s south coast,
Greenway offers an extraordinary
glimpse into the private holiday home
of author Agatha Christie. It was here
she came to relax after creating bestselling detective novels such as
Murder on the Orient Express and
Hercule Poirot in Agatha Christie’s Torquay © British
And Then There Were None. The
Tourist Authority
house is now decorated as it would
have been in the 1950s, and contains many of the family's collections, including
Tunbridgeware, silver, botanical china and books. Outside you can explore the large and
romantic woodland garden. www.nationaltrust.org.uk/greenway
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A muggle’s guide to Harry Potter’s Britain
The arrival of two-part play The Cursed Child has seen a new wave of Harry Potter
excitement sweeping across Britain. With new exhibitions just around the corner, filming
locations ready to be explored, and immersive experiences right at your wand-tips, there’s
lots for muggles to see and do.
Witness the magic at Harry Potter and The Cursed Child, London
Taking the theatre-world by storm this summer is JK Rowling, Jack Thorne and John
Tiffany's Harry Potter and the Cursed Child. Based on an original story, the already sell-out
play follows the struggles of Harry Potter's youngest son Albus as he faces the weight of
his family legacy, as Harry grapples with troubles that refuse to stay in the past. Tickets
are sold out for the play, but 40 tickets are released every Friday in the ‘Friday forty’, try
your luck as you may be one of the lucky few! The play is presented in two parts, which are
intended to be seen in order on the same day (matinee and evening) or on two consecutive
evenings. www.harrypottertheplay.com/ticket-information
Getting there: Harry Potter and The Cursed Child is performed at The Palace Theatre in
London. The nearest London underground stop is Convent Garden.
Immerse yourself in the world of
Harry Potter at the Warner Bros
Studio Tour, Leavesdon, south-east
England
Wizards, squibs and even muggles
can discover the magic of Harry
Potter on the Warner Bros Studio
Tour. Luckily for Potter fans many of
the fantastic props, mythical items
and iconic sets were saved during
production in case they were needed
again in future films, making the
studios a treasure trove of
Hogwarts in the snow © Warner Bros Entertainment Inc
beautifully-made artefacts. Take a
journey through the famous sets,
recreate your favourite scenes, and taste some delicious Butterbeer.
www.wbstudiotour.co.uk/the-tour-experience/about-the-studio-tour
Getting there: Located in Leavesdon, just outside of London, the Warner Bros Studio Tour
is a 70-minute drive from London, or a 55-minute journey by public transport.
Visit the birthplace of Harry Potter, Edinburgh, Scotland
A gourmet tea and coffee emporium, Elephant House is billed as the birthplace of Harry
Potter - writer JK Rowling wrote much of her early novels here in the back room overlooking
Edinburgh Castle. Bestselling authors Ian Rankin and Alexander McCall Smith have also
frequented this café. Come here to get inspired, or simply satisfy your hunger with
homemade soup, cakes, and meals like the Scottish national dish of Haggis, Neeps and
Tatties. www.elephanthouse.biz
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Getting there: Elephant House is a ten minute walk from Edinburgh Waverley Train Station
in the heart of Edinburgh, Scotland.
Rediscover the Philosopher’s Stone
at the British Library, London
The British Library has announced
that it will be opening a new
exhibition on 20 October 2017,
exploring the magic of Harry Potter.
The exhibition will mark the 20th
anniversary of the publication of

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s
Stone. Expect medieval descriptions
of dragons and griffins, an
extraordinary range of wizarding
books, manuscripts and objects, as
Getting ready for the Harry Potter exhibition at the British
well as information on the origins of
Library © Tony Antoniou
the philosopher's stone. There will
also be original material on display
from Bloomsbury's and JK Rowling's archives, as well as treasures from the British Library
that are centuries old. Tickets go on sale spring 2017, and the exhibition will run until
February 2018. www.bl.uk
Getting there: The British Library is located in London, and is a short walk from St Pancras
International Station.
Film locations
Lacock, Wiltshire, south-west England
Harry Potter fans can venture to the
quaint English village of Lacock in
Wiltshire, where parts of the movie
series were filmed. See if you can
recognise Slughorn’s temporary
home in Lacock village in the HalfBlood Prince, or the interiors of
Hogwarts at Lacock Abbey.
www.visitwiltshire.co.uk
Getting there: Lacock is located in
Lacock Abbey © VisitEngland
Wiltshire in the south-west of England.
It is a two hour and 20-minute drive
from London, or a 50-minute drive from Bristol.
Gloucestershire Cathedral, Gloucestershire, west England
Why not visit one of the oldest stars of the Harry Potter movies and take a trip to Gloucester
Cathedral. The beautiful cloister, complete with awe-inspiring fan vaulted ceilings, have led
to the Gryffindor Common Room, been stormed through by a troll, and graced by the fat
lady. The cathedral is free to enter, though there is a charge for Harry Potter tours.
www.gloucestercathedral.org.uk
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Getting there: Gloucester Cathedral can be found in the heart of Gloucestershire, which is
an hour’s drive from Bristol on the west-coast of England, or roughly two hours by train from
London.
Marvel at Hogwarts, also known as
Alnwick Castle, Northumberland,
north England
One of Britain’s oldest and most
iconic inhabited castles, Alnwick
Castle is home to the Percy family
and has featured a castle on its site
for more than 1,000 years. In the
first two Harry Potter films the
castle doubled for Hogwarts, and
was flown past by the Weasleys’
Ford Anglia, used as the backdrop
for Quidditch training, and had its
grounds trodden by beloved
Alnwick Castle, which doubled as Hogwarts © VisitEngland
groundskeeper Hagrid. Witches and
wizards alike can visit the castle and
discover its ancient history, and even take part in broomstick flying lessons!
www.alnwickcastle.com
Getting there: Alnwick Castle is located in the north-east of England. It is less than two
hours’ drive from Edinburgh in Scotland, and is a four-hour train journey from London.
Puzzlewood, Forest of Dean, Gloucestershire, west England
Puzzlewood in the Forest of Dean has almost magical qualities with its twisting trees and
bewitching woodland. It has been used as a backdrop in countless blockbuster movies,
including of course, Harry Potter. Used in the filming of The Deathly Hallows Part 1, the trio
hide in the forest whilst chasing horcruxes. www.wyedeantourism.co.uk
Getting there: the Forest of Dean is located in Gloucestershire, which is an hour’s drive
from Bristol on the west-coast of England, or roughly two hours by train from London.
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Live like a Jane Austen heroine
Arguably one of Britain’s most famous writers of the 18th century, Jane Austen earnt her
place as one of the most widely read authors in English literature from her hugely popular
works of romantic fiction. If you long to experience the wit and romance of Elizabeth
Bennet in Pride and Prejudice, or wish to stroll the streets of Bath like Isabelle Thorpe in
Northanger Abbey, look no further. We’ve rounded up just some of the ways you can live
like a Jane Austen heroine.
Experience activities fit for a lady, the Jane Austen Museum, Hampshire, south England
Walk in the footsteps of Austen and feel like a member of her 18th -century social circle as
you explore the house where she lived and wrote for the latter eight years of her life.
Watch delicate lace making come to life, just as Austen would, at Lacemakers in the House;
a regular event where Alresford Lacemakers work in the rooms where Jane and her
mother would have once undertaken their own needlework projects. The Jane Austen
Museum is open throughout most dates of the year, details for events can be found on the
website. www.jane-austens-house-museum.org.uk
Getting there: the museum is located in Hampshire in the south of England. It’s a 90minute journey by train from London, or under two hours’ drive by car.
Promenade in period costume, Jane
Austen Festival, Bath, south-west
England
Walk the streets of regency Bath as a
Georgian gentleman or literary lady,
as you immerse yourself in all things
Austen at The Jane Austen Festival.
Previous years have seen fans
donning full regency garb at the
Grand Regency Costumed
Promenade, meeting their very own
Mr Darcy at the Country Dance Ball,
and dancing their sense and
sensibilities away at the Regency
Women in regency costume at the Jane Austen Festival. ©
Costumed Masked Ball. 2017 will see
VisitBath
the 17th edition of the annual festival,
with special commemorations marking the 200th anniversary of Austen’s death.
www.janeaustenfestivalbath.co.uk
When: 8 – 17 September 2017
Getting there: Bath is located in the south-west of England. It’s an 11-minute train from
Bristol, and is just under a three-hour drive from London.
Walk in the footsteps of Elizabeth Bennet at Chatsworth House, Peak District, north
England
Invite your own Elizabeth Bennet or Mr Darcy and have a romantic stroll around the
magnificent grounds of Chatsworth House, which was used as the location for Pemberley,
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the residence of Mr Darcy, in the filming of Pride and Prejudice (2005). It is believed that
Jane Austen based her idea of Pemberley on the house while she wrote her novel in the
nearby village of Bakewell. Steal a
glance by the fountains, debate
social standings as you explore the
30 lavish rooms of the house open to
visitors, or look positively radiant as
you gaze into each other’s eyes in
the ‘Capability’ Brown landscaped
garden. Owned and lived in by the
Duke and Duchess of Devonshire, the
house oozes grandeur and has been
passed down through 16 generations
of the Cavendish family.
www.chatsworth.org
Chatsworth House in the Peak District © VisitEngland
Getting there: Chatsworth House is a 45-minute drive from Sheffield, and a three and a
half hour drive from London.

Tree-lined walkway at Groombridge Place, Kent ©
VisitKent

Discover the gardens of Groombridge
Place, Kent, south-east England
Wander the formal gardens of
Groombridge Place, a perfect pasttime for any elegant regency lady, as
you discuss the delightful design of
the Secret Garden before blushing at
the wonderfully-named Drunken
Garden. Have a spot of cream tea, a
must after such strenuous activity,
before exploring the beautiful manor
house. What’s more, Groombridge
Place was used in the filming of Pride
and Prejudice (2005) making it an
ideal location for Austen fans.
www.groombridgeplace.com

Getting there: the house is just under a two-hour drive from London and is located in Kent,
south-east England.
Take part in a ‘Strictly Jane Austen’ walking tour, Bath, south-west England
A must for any true Austen fan, this package tour immerses guests in Austen’s Regency
England. Learn about Georgian England on a guided tour around the streets of Bath, take
in the waters (lunch) at the Pump Room, and enjoy a three-night stay worthy of Austen
herself in a Georgian Hotel. Enjoy a dance workshop, and don your fitted period costumes,
ready to dance the night away at the period Ball in Central Bath. The tour ends with a visit
to Lacock where Pride and Prejudice (2005) was filmed. www.strictlyjaneausten.com
Getting there: Bath is located in the south-west of England. It’s an 11-minute train from
Bristol, and is just under a three-hour drive from London.
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Wander Chawton House Library once
owned by Austen’s brother,
Hampshire, England
‘When I have a house of my own, I
shall be miserable if I have not an
excellent library,’ declared Miss
Bingley in Austen’s novel Pride and
Prejudice (1813). If you feel the same
as Miss Bingley, you will be delighted
with Chawton House Library. Once
owned by Jane Austen’s brother, it’s
an ideal spot for Austen fans and
literary lovers alike, especially as the
internationally respected research
Regency Dancers at Chawton House - © Don Parry
and learning centre is dedicated to
the study of early women's writing
from 1600 to 1830. The quintessentially English rose and walled garden offer plenty to
explore - the house is also nestled in its own parkland estate where five shire horses
wander. If you prefer to discover what lies indoors, there is also an extensive art collection
to see. www.chawtonhouse.org
When: Chawton House Library is open to the public till 28 October, and will re-open again
in spring 2017.
Getting there: the library is located in Hampshire in the south-east of England. It is a twohour drive from London.
Discover an Austen-family home at
Goodnestone Park, Kent, south-east
England
Get those literary juices flowing and
be inspired at Goodnestone Park
where Austen’s brother and sister-inlaw once lived. Saunter down the
Serpentine Walk, frequented many-atime by Austen, and highlight social
hypocrisy in your own penned works.
What’s more, did you know Austen
began writing her first novel, Pride
The grounds and house of Goodnestone Park - © Paul
and Prejudice (1813), immediately
Robertson
after staying at Goodnestone Park in
1796? The 5 star accommodation can be rented for groups of up to 24, so you can even
have your own Austen themed soiree. www.goodnestoneparkgardens.co.uk
Getting there: Goodnestone Park is in Kent, south-east England. It’s a two-hour journey by
train from London, or a two-hour drive.
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Investigate Sherlock Holmes’ Britain
2017 marks the 125th anniversary of the first Sherlock Holmes publication, A Study in
Scarlet, as well as heralding a fourth season of the BBC’s Sherlock series. From Holmes’
headquarters in London to doomy Devonshire quagmires, here are the locations which all
visiting Sherlock fans should scrutinise.
221B Baker Street is Holmes’ base in Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s stories, and all subsequent
screen adaptations. The address doesn’t actually exist but walk down busy Baker Street to
number 237-41, and you’ll find the Sherlock Holmes Museum. Inside is a recreation of the
master detective’s disorderly study, filled with odd Victoriana, plus Dr Watson’s muchtidier quarters. www.sherlock-holmes.co.uk
At Baker Street’s underground station there’s a three-metre tall Sherlock statue –
deerstalker cap as standard – with which one can pose. Just steps away is Madame
Tussauds, where wax figures of Robert Downey Jr. and Benedict Cumberbatch playing the
sleuth are accompanied by a new murder-mystery challenge in the basement. The
Sherlock Holmes Experience features period-style actors and a case for visitors to solve.
www.madametussauds.co.uk
It’s at St Bartholomew’s Hospital in east London where Holmes first encounters Dr Watson.
The roof of ‘Barts’, as it is universally known, was later utilised by the BBC for the climax of
Sherlock’s second series as the place where Holmes supposedly leaps to his death. That
promontory isn’t open to the public, but you can imitate Martin Freeman’s Watson by
gazing up from ground-level. www.bartshealth.nhs.uk/our-hospitals
Back in central London, Benedict Cumberbatch and co used the townhouse at 187 North
Gower Street to imitate as 221B Baker Street. Many scenes were also shot inside the
adjacent Speedy’s Sandwich Bar & Cafe, where hungry Holmes-lovers can now devour a
Sherlock Breakfast of avocado, eggs and salmon. For lunch, try the Sherlock Holmes Pub
near Piccadilly Circus: Dr Watson’s Traditional Sunday Roasts are served beside a life-size
replica of Holmes’ office. www.speedyscafe.co.uk, www.sherlockholmes-stjames.co.uk

Atmospheric Dartmoor: the inspiration for The Hound of
the Baskervilles

In 1901, Arthur Conan Doyle visited
dramatic Dartmoor National Park in
the south-western county of Devon,
walking 16-18 miles per day to scout
possible locations. The result is his
best-loved Holmes novel, The Hound
of the Baskervilles, in which bleak
bogs and jagged hills lend a haunting
backdrop. Unique Devon Tours runs
guided day-trips to the key spots,
including the real-life Grimpen Mire.
The nearest station Torquay is three
hours by train from London.
www.uniquedevontours.com
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Baskerville Hall, meanwhile, is
reckoned – not universally – to have
been based on what’s now the
beautiful Baskerville Hall Hotel in
mid Wales. Conan Doyle regularly
stayed at the-then country house,
and was supposedly regaled with a
hound-based legend during one visit.
The hall is a two-hour drive north
from Cardiff.
www.baskervillehall.co.uk
Conan Doyle was born in Scotland’s
classical capital city, Edinburgh. A
bronze Sherlock statue commemorates the childhood home on Picardy Place. It was also
at Surgeons’ Hall Museums where Conan Doyle met Joseph Bell, chief inspiration for Dr
Watson. www.museum.rcsed.ac.uk
Baskerville Hall in Wales

At Britain’s southern edge is
Portsmouth, 90 minutes by train
from London Waterloo. Conan Doyle
wrote his two inaugural Holmes
novels here, while setting up a
doctor’s practice on Elm Grove. That
building was sadly destroyed during
World War II – a plaque marks the
spot – but there’s plenty to see at the
Portsmouth City Museum, where a
bevy of books, photographs and
memorabilia form the Arthur Conan
Doyle Collection.
www.portsmouthcitymuseums.co.uk

Investigating the exhibits at Portsmouth City Museum

Wales’ capital, Cardiff, has more recent associations with Sherlock Holmes: it has been a
main filming location for all four of the BBC’s series. Cardiff Castle, which hosted a
confrontation with Moriarty, has tours available (, £4 adults and children), while the
Temple of Peace and Health, which has also featured, can also be visited.
www.cardiffcastle.com/film-location-tours, www.templeofpeaceandhealth.com
Another regular haunt for BBC’s cameras has been Bristol, 30 miles (50 kilometres) east
across the Severn Estuary. The city’s constant cameos date back to the debut episode,
when Holmes encounters Moriarty in Bristol South Swimming Pool. It is in leafy Queen
Square that Emilia Ricoletti (otherwise known as the Abominable Bride) shoots at passersby, while Portland Square stages the bonfire from which Holmes and Mary retrieve
Watson. The Bristol Film Office’s walking trails cover every location.
www.filmbristol.co.uk/bristol-sherlock-location-trail
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What’s new: music
Happening in 2016
Three-month long party in the dance
music capital of Britain
The Warehouse Project is a threemonth long series of dance music
events taking place in iconic venues
across Manchester, the north west of
England city that has been at the
cutting edge of UK club culture for
the last 30 years. A cavernous,
former Second World War air raid
shelter beneath Piccadilly railway
station in the city centre is its main
venue, but events are also staged at
Enjoy a dance party thanks to the Warehouse Project ©
Jody Hartley
others including the Manchester
Academy and the Old Granada
Studios. In total there are more than 30 project nights taking place in the city this autumn
and winter, featuring some of the UK’s emerging DJ talent as well as globally renowned
club stars such as Fatboy Slim www.thewarehouseproject.com.
A musical mix in the heart of Northern Ireland
The Belfast International Arts Festival started life more than 50 years ago as an arts event
run by Queen’s University in the city, which is the capital of Northern Ireland. It has since
grown to include a number of venues across the city, including the city centre based Grand
Opera House. Jimi Hendrix is among the famous names to have appeared at the event,
which this year takes place between October 11 and 29. British singer songwriter Michael
Kiwanuka, New York performance artist and singer Taylor Mac and American jazz pianist
and composer Justin Kauflin are among those appearing in 2016.
www.belfastinternationalartsfestival.com.
See the next big thing in Wales
Now in its 10th year the Sŵn Festival
takes place in venues Cardiff, south
Wales, which is two hours by train
from London. This year’s event is
staged between October 21 and 23
and features more than 80 acts
including some of the most exciting
emerging bands from Wales and the
rest of the UK. Among the 11 venues
being used is The Tramshed in
central Cardiff. This century old,
1,000 capacity former tramshed is
See the best of Wales at the Tramshed
one of Cardiff’s newest music
venues, opening at the end of 2015. Bands to have played at this event before they were
famous include The Vaccines, Disclosure and Alt-J. Emerging Welsh acts at this year’s
event feature Cardiff based singer Meilyr Jones and the band Melys, from Snowdonia, in
the north of Wales www.swnfest.com.
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Coming up in 2017
See The Spiders From Mars
Hull, in the north of England, three hours by train from London, takes its turn as UK City of
Culture in 2017 and will be hosting a series of events to showcase the maritime city’s
musical heritage. Among these are two special performances in March of David Bowie’s
legendary 1972 album Ziggy Stardust. His Spiders from Mars band of the time, including
guitarist Mick Ronson, all came from Hull and its surrounding area. Taking part will be long
time Bowie producer Tony Visconti and original Spiders drummer Woody Woodmansey.
Meanwhile, Hull’s historical trading links with northern Europe come under the spotlight at
the four-day North Atlantic Flux festival at the end of April. This is curated by American
singer songwriter John Grant, who now lives in Reykjavik, Iceland. www.hull2017.co.uk
See Britain’s rock greats mark more than 50 years in music
The Who continue their series of celebration events to mark more than 50 years in the
music industry with a string of rare British arena concerts in 2017. The iconic act, which
features original members, guitarist and songwriter Pete Townshend and singer Roger
Daltrey, will be showcasing their greatest hits in the north of England cities of Liverpool,
Manchester and Sheffield, in Glasgow in Scotland and in the midlands city of Birmingham
in April next year. The band will also be performing two special acoustic shows of their
1969 album Tommy at The Royal Albert Hall, on March 30 and April 1, in aid of the charity
Teenage Cancer Trust. www.thewho.com/tour
Stylish look at one of Britain’s most iconic bands
To mark the 50th anniversary of the release of Pink
Floyd’s first single, Arnold Layne, the central Londonbased Victoria and Albert Museum, is hosting an
exhibition chronicling this iconic British band’s music,
innovative stage design and album art. The event,
called The Pink Floyd Exhibition: Their Mortal Remains,
will chart their beginnings in the underground
psychedelic scene of 1960s London through to the
present day. As well as special effects, the exhibition
will also showcase their impact on British design,
through such striking imagery as the prism on their
1973 album The Dark Side of the Moon. Tickets, priced
Iconic: Dark Side of the Moon ©
£20 - £24, are now on sale for the exhibition, which
Victoria and Albert Museum, London
takes place from 13 May to 1 October
www.vam.ac.uk/exhibitions/pink-floyd
Discover the next Adele and Ed Sheeran
The Great Escape Festival takes place in Brighton, on the south coast of England an hour
by train from London, each May to showcase new and emerging acts from Britain and
beyond. The three-day event takes place at around 30 venues across the city, from large
established concert halls such as The Brighton Dome to small bars and clubs. More than
300 bands perform and those visiting include a raft of music industry executives in search
of ‘the next big thing’. Adele, Mumford and Sons, Bastille and Ed Sheeran are among the
global stars to have performed at the festival at the start of their careers. Next year’s
event takes place from May 18 to 20 www.greatescapefestival.com.
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Lyrical Britain: let the music be your guide
Over the decades Britain’s countryside, eclectic culture and iconic cityscapes have sparked
the creativity of composers and musicians from all over the world – from Lennon and
McCartney to Simon and Garfunkel. Here we take you on a Britain-wide tour of the places
and spaces that feature in the titles or lyrics of 16 famous songs, and what to do when
you’re there.
London
No song list about Britain would be complete without a mention of London Calling by The
Clash of course, but we’ll take a closer look at some of the specific areas of the capital
immortalised in four hit songs from the last few decades.

Waterloo Sunset by The Kinks –
central London
The lyrics of this famous song
describe two lovers passing over a
bridge, reflecting on the Thames and
Waterloo Station. Recreate your own
Waterloo Sunset and get a great
view of the Thames as the sun goes
down over London, either from up
high at The Shard or London Eye,
over dinner at The Oxo Tower
Restaurant, or beside the river
The view from Waterloo Bridge at sunset – just like in the song!
anywhere from Greenwich to the
Credit David Angel
South Bank.
www.oxotower.co.uk, www.theviewfromtheshard.com

Electric Avenue by Eddy Grant – Brixton, south-west London
This colourful, multicultural outdoor market street is full of stalls and shops selling food,
clothes and household goods. Adjacent are Brixton Village and Market Row – the places to
go for a huge array of independent cafés and restaurants dishing up flavours from all
around the world, at great prices.
If you’re feeling active, head to nearby Brockwell Park, complete with tennis courts, BMX
track, a miniature railway and Brockwell Lido – an Olympic size 50-metre outdoor pool
open during the summer months.
www.fusion-lifestyle.com/centres/Brockwell_Lido, www.brixtonmarket.net/brixton-village

West End Girls by The Pet Shop Boys – Soho, central London
This 1980s smash hit is an ode to London nightlife, in particular the ever-buzzing area of
Soho, with its eclectic restaurants, exuberant nightlife, vibrant LGBT scene and quirky
shops.
A true West End experience should always include a theatre show. Why not head to Kinky
Boots at The Adelphi Theatre on The Strand for a fabulous evening of glamour, laughs,
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sequins and impressive choreography? The show is set to an original soundtrack by Cyndi
Lauper.
www.kinkybootsthemusical.co.uk

Up the Junction by The Squeeze – Clapham, south-west London
“I never thought it would happen / With me and the girl from Clapham”
Take a morning stroll around leafy Clapham Common and build up your appetite for a
traditional British roast lunch at pub and hotel The Windmill on the Common, followed by a
wander around pretty Clapham Old Town, home to a selection of boutiques. Clapham
Common is also home to SW4 – a hugely popular annual music festival held during the
August Bank Holiday weekend, featuring some of the world’s best dance, house, electro
and drum ‘n’ bass artists.
www.windmillclapham.co.uk, www.moen.co.uk, www.nardulli.co.uk,
www.southwestfour.com
Rest of England

The White Cliffs of Dover – popular
World War II song sung by Vera
Lynn

A walk along the clifftops will have you singing the Vera Lynn
classic! Credit Jason Hawkes

Whether you marvel at the
spectacular view as you arrive by
ferry from France or take a day trip
from elsewhere in England, it’ll
become instantly clear why Vera
Lynn chose to sing about this
remarkable natural wonder. Take
the 40-minute walk along the cliffs
to South Foreland Lighthouse – on a
clear day the views to France are
spectacular – and reward your
exertions with some delicious scones
at the lighthouse tea rooms.

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/south-foreland-lighthouse

Scarborough Fair by Simon and Garfunkel – Yorkshire
During the late Middle Ages the seaside town of Scarborough in Yorkshire hosted the
internationally famous 45-day Scarborough Fayre. While the original fair no longer exists,
Scarborough is the birthplace of traditional English seaside holidays. Live the legacy and
spend a day on the beach, or even try your hand at catching some waves! At Cayton Bay,
four miles south of the town, you'll find Scarborough Surf School offering full-day lessons
for £45 per person and surfboard hire for £18 per day.
www.scarboroughsurfschool.co.uk
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Brighton Rock by Queen – Brighton, south-east England
With its vibrant LGBT scene, Brighton is the perfect place to pay homage to Queen’s
frontman Freddie Mercury. The title of this song is something of a pun: Brighton rock is a
cylindrical sugar candy traditional to this seaside resort, just under an hour on the train
from London. Head to Brighton Pier to try some Brighton rock for yourself, or sit on the
beach with some fish and chips or fresh crayfish.
www.visitbrighton.com

I Predict A Riot by Kaiser Chiefs – Leeds, Yorkshire
One of the Kaiser Chief’s best-known songs is about a night out in their native Leeds, north
England. This is a city that likes to party, with a huge variety of nightlife on offer. Head to
the bars on Call Lane for a great party vibe and if you want to dance until dawn, you can’t
go wrong with Mission or Mint Club.
www.clubmission.com

Strawberry Fields Forever by The
Beatles – Liverpool, north-west England
Take a selfie in front of the famous red
painted gates of Strawberry Field, the
Salvation Army children's home near
where John Lennon grew up in
Liverpool that inspired this hit song. A
great place to start your musical
pilgrimage of Liverpool is at The Beatles
Story, an award-winning museum that
takes you on a journey through the
lives, times, culture and music of the
Fab Four.
www.beatlesstory.com

An iconic part of Liverpool’s music heritage – Strawberry
Field. Credit VisitEngland/Mark McNulty

Scotland

The Skye Boat Song – The Isle of
Skye, north-west coast of Scotland
Listen to this legendary Scottish folk
song as you take your own boat trip
from Elgol to Loch Coruisk in the
heart of the rugged Cuillin Mountains
for a bracing hike. You may even
spot some whales and dolphins along
the way!
The simply stunning scenery of Skye inspired the folk tune The
Skye Boat Song. Credit Adam Burton

www.skye.co.uk/boat-trips-tours.php
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Mull of Kintyre by Wings and Paul McCartney – Kintyre Peninsula, south-west Scotland
Take a boat trip around this beautiful peninsula immortalised in Paul McCartney’s song to
spot local wildlife, such as eagles, puffins and seals. Sampling the world-renowned local
food is a must, especially the locally caught seafood and Campbeltown cheeses.
www.mull-of-kintyre.co.uk
Wales

Men of Harlech – Harlech, north
Wales
Take a step back in time as you stroll
along the golden sands of Harlech
Beach and listen to this traditional
song that describes the siege of
Harlech Castle in the 1400s. The
castle lies on a cliff face within the
Snowdonia National Park in north
Wales and is the majestic backdrop to
one of Wales’ premier golf courses at
the Royal Saint David’s Golf Club.
Harlech Beach and views to the castle inspired the traditional
song Men of Harlech

www.visitsnowdonia.info/harlech_beach, www.royalstdavids.co.uk
Northern Ireland

Star of the County Down by Van Morrison and The Chieftains – County Down
Murlough National Nature Reserve is an extraordinarily beautiful dune landscape owned
by the National Trust, perfect for walking and bird watching. There is a network of paths
and boardwalks through the dunes, woodland and heath, and access to one of the finest
beaches in County Down.
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/murlough
‘Londonderry Air’ Danny Boy – Traditional
This call to return to Ireland is also known as Danny Boy and is a great track to listen to on
the way to one of the region's premier sites of mythological and geological interest, the
Giant's Causeway.
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/giants-causeway
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Musical legends pilgrimage
The Beatles, David Bowie, Queen, Led Zeppelin, Blur, Oasis, The Stone Roses… the list of
legendary British music heroes goes on and on. There’s a musical story to be told at many
a corner across Britain. Walk in the footsteps of your favourite musical legends and pay
homage at the places they lived, were inspired, and even played their first gigs.

London
The Beatles
Abbey Road studios, St John’s Wood
Re-enacting the Beatles’ Abbey Road
album cover is an ultimate British
music moment! In 1969 the band
stepped outside Abbey Road studios
in St John's Wood for a photoshoot,
and Beatles fans have been trying to
recreate ever since by walking across
the zebra crossing.

Walk like a Beatle at Abbey Road

Getting there: The nearest
underground station is Maida Vale (ten minutes’ walk).
Jimi Hendrix
23 Brook Street, Mayfair

Jimi Hendrix’s blue plaque in Mayfair ©
English Heritage

Head to 23 Brook Street and you’ll find two blue
plaques denoting the former residence of two musical
greats. Composer George Frideric Handel and guitar
legend Jimi Hendrix lived next door to each other here
– separated by a few hundred years of course. Hendrix
moved in upon his return from the US to London in
1968 and used the flat as his base. The houses are now
interconnected and in February 2016 the upper floor
rooms opened as part of a new heritage site
celebrating the lives of these two great musical
figures. www.handelhendrix.org
Getting there: The nearest underground stations are
Bond Street and Oxford Circus.

The Clash
Roundhouse, Camden
The Roundhouse has stood the test of time, playing a pivotal role in a series of musical and
cultural revolutions. In 1976, when the punk music movement exploded in Britain, this
former train shed in Camden was one of the main venues and played host to performances
by The Clash, the Sex Pistols and The Stranglers. Today it’s one of London’s key
performance spaces, and hosts regular free iTunes concerts. www.roundhouse.org.uk
Getting there: The nearest underground station is Chalk Farm (two minutes’ walk).
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David Bowie
Bowie Mural, Brixton

Gone but not forgotten: David Bowie

Upon the news of Bowie’s death in January 2016, a
mural of the musician painted in 2013 by artist James
Cochran on the side of Morleys department store in
Brixton became a shrine for a public outpouring of
grief and affection. Fans from all over the world
visited and left personalised notes and mementoes.
The mural is now set to be protected by the council to
ensure its long-term presence in the south London
area where the star was born.

Getting there: The mural is one minute’s walk across the road from Brixton tube station.
The Spice Girls
St. Pancras Renaissance London Hotel, King’s Cross
Re-enact your favourite Spice Girls dance moves on
the very spot they filmed their first music video. In
1996, the video for Wannabe was filmed in the
entrance and main staircase of the Midland Grand
Hotel. This Victorian-Gothic hotel opened in 1873 and
closed in 1935 and was once considered among the
finest hotels in the world. In 2011, after 76 years closed
and a £150 million restoration, it re-opened as the fivestar luxury St. Pancras Renaissance London Hotel.
www.marriott.co.uk/hotels/travel/lonpr-st-pancrasrenaissance-hotel-london

Girl power! The Spice Girls, pictured with
comedian Jennifer Saunders

Getting there: The hotel adjoins St Pancras International railway station in King’s Cross.
Manchester
Salford Lads Club
Smiths fans from around the world have made the pilgrimage to this historic boys’ club to
recreate the famous inside cover of The Queen is Dead, famously showing the Manchesterborn band standing outside the building. The club is a major tourist attraction and its
dedicated Smiths Room is open for visitors throughout the year. Contact the club directly,
or via Manchester Music tours, to arrange a visit.
www.salfordladsclub.org.uk; www.manchestermusictours.com
Getting there: The club is 25-minute bus journey from Manchester Piccadilly train station,
reached in two hours and 15 minutes via train from London Euston.
Liverpool
British Music Experience
The Cunard Building, Pier Head
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Pay homage to a host of British musical heroes in one go with a visit to the British Music
Experience. This exhibition of popular music is home to hundreds of rare artefacts and
manuscripts, including David Bowie's Ziggy Stardust costumes and the original
handwritten lyrics to Blue Monday by New Order. In 2016 the museum re-located to the
iconic Cunard Building in Liverpool from its former home at the O2 in London’s Greenwich.
www.britishmusicexperience.com
Getting there: The Cunard Building is walkable from Liverpool Lime Street train station,
which can be reached in under two and a half hours via train from London Euston.
The Beatles
The Cavern Club
And no visit to Liverpool would be complete, of course,
with a visit to The Cavern Club, where The Beatles
played their first gig. You can also hop on the club’s
Magical Mystery Tour to visit Penny Lane and
Strawberry Field, the places two of their most famous
songs were named after. www.cavernclub.org;
www.cavernclub.org/the-magical-mystery-tour
The Cavern Club in Liverpool

Getting there: Liverpool can be reached in under two
and a half hours via train from London Euston.

Wales
Super Furry Animals
Clwb Ifor Bach, Cardiff
Clwb Ifor Bach is the top dog in Cardiff’s underground music scene, and rightly so.
Originally a members’ club for Welsh speakers, it now welcomes anyone with a taste for
raw and inventive rock, indie and punk. The Super Furry Animals and a pre-stardom
Coldplay graced the Ifor Bach stage, and the club’s after-show parties are the stuff of
legend, with DJs tearing it up across three floors. www.clwb.net
Getting there: Cardiff is just over two hours and 30 minutes from London Paddington by
train.
Scotland
Oasis
King Tut’s Wah Wah Hut, Glasgow
Opened in 1990 and quickly establishing a reputation for showcasing new talent, King Tut’s
Wah Wah Hut broke one of Britain’s biggest acts in the last 25 years: Oasis were signed on
the spot when they played here in 1993. Radiohead and The Verve also had slots in the
same week two-week period before launching into the music stratosphere! Tut’s hosts
multi-band gigs almost every night of the week. New music nights nurture up-and-coming
talent and cult international acts complete the eclectic calendar of events, with the focus
firmly on rock, indie and guitar bands. www.kingtuts.co.uk
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Getting there: The club is eight minutes’ walk from Glasgow Central train station, just one
hour and 15 minutes from Edinburgh by train.
Northern Ireland
Snow Patrol
Duke of York pub, Belfast
Long before Snow Patrol’s number one albums and sell-out stadium tours, Belfast’s
biggest musical export in recent years could be found honing their talent at the Duke of
York pub, hidden away down a cobbled lane on one of the city’s oldest streets. The pub
promises a traditional, big-hearted Belfast welcome of good times, Guinness and a massive
selection of Irish whiskey. With traditional, acoustic and rock artists performing Thursdays
to Sundays, you might just discover the next big thing. www.dukeofyorkbelfast.com
Getting there: Belfast International Airport is 30 minutes’ drive from the city centre.
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Major music festivals
Britain hosts hundreds of music festivals all year round, with something to choose from
almost every weekend of the summer. Some of the best known are listed below, with the
2017 dates given where available – check websites for updates.
Blues on the Bay, Warrenpoint, Northern Ireland: 2017 dates TBC (usually May)
This five-day international blues and jazz music festival in Warrenpoint, Northern Ireland,
is one of Europe’s leading blues festivals with jam sessions and workshops. Van Morrison
headlined in 2015 and played two special gigs in 2016; 2017 will be the event’s 19th
anniversary. www.bluesonthebay.co.uk
Getting there: Warrenpoint, a lovely seaside town close to the border with the rest of
Ireland, is best reached by car from Belfast; it takes about an hour.
Glastonbury, Somerset, south-west England: 21 – 25 June 2017
High up on many a bucket list, Glastonbury is the largest festival of its kind in the world
and tickets tend to sell out in minutes. In order to get one, you need to register, and then
there’s an element of luck around whether you’ll grab tickets when sales begins. 2016 saw
Adele headline the festival, but it’s as much about the tiny tents housing upcoming acts
and the festival characters sporting eye-popping outfits as it is about big names.
www.glastonburyfestivals.co.uk
Getting there: The nearest railway station is Castle Cary (train times vary, it can take
between 90 minutes and two hours 30 minutes from London); there’s a free shuttle bus to
the festival from the station.
Isle of Wight Festival, south-east England: 2017 dates TBC (usually June)
The Isle of Wight has great musical heritage stretching back to Bob Dylan (1969) and Jimi
Hendrix (1970). 2016 saw The Who, Queen + Adam Lambert, Stereophonics and Faithless
hit the stage. www.isleofwightfestival.com
Getting there: a train from London Waterloo to Portsmouth or Southampton takes around
90 minutes. From either port there are regular ferries to the Isle of Wight.
T in the Park, Strathallan Castle, Perthshire, Scotland: 2017 dates TBC (usually July)
In 2016, Scotland’s biggest music festival had Calvin Harris, The Stone Roses and Red Hot
Chilli Peppers as headline acts, plus many more barnstorming bands over the three dancefilled days. www.tinthepark.com
Getting there: There are official coach providers that take you to the festival, which is
approximately one hour 15 minutes by road from Edinburgh.
Latitude, Suffolk, east England: 13 – 16 July 2017
A family friendly festival in the east of England that has established itself as one of the
classic festivals of the summer, with music, comedy and an excellent children’s arena. It’s
also a very green festival, based in idyllic Suffolk surroundings, famously featuring sheep
specially dyed all the colours of the rainbow. 2016’s line-up saw The Maccabees and New
Order hit the Obelisk Arena, as well as plenty of other musical magic across the superscenic festival site. www.latitudefestival.com
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Getting there: Halesworth is the nearest train station. Trains take around two hours from
London and there are festival buses to take you to the site.
Womad, Wiltshire, south-west England, 27 – 30 July 2017
The world comes to Wiltshire, south-west England, for three glorious days of music,
parades, amazing food and much more (2016’s programme featured a Physics Pavilion, for
the more cerebral festival-goer). In 2016 the global festival put on 200 performances by
90 artists from 49 countries, spanning Russian throat singers to New Orleans brass bands,
the ‘screaming eagle of soul’ Charles Bradley to the all-girl Malian supergroup Les
Amazones d’Afrique. www.womad.co.uk
Getting there: Charlton Park is close to Chippenham station, which is just over an hour
from London by rail.
HebCelt, Isle of Lewis, Scotland: 19 22 July 2017

Heritage, scenery and great music all make an appearance at the
Hebridean Celtic Festival.

The Hebridean Celtic Festival is a
multi-venue event on the island of
Lewis: the two main locations are the
An Lanntair arts centre and the
grounds of Lews Castle. There’s live
Celtic music ‘tinged with
contemporary traditional, rock, indiefolk and world influences’ to enjoy
alongside spectacular scenery and
architecture. www.hebceltfest.com

Getting there: You can fly to
Stornoway from Glasgow, Edinburgh and Inverness; there are also ferries from Ullapool.
Secret Garden Party, east England: 20 – 23 July 2017
No longer a secret, Secret Garden Party in Cambridgeshire sells out fast, so if a wild long
weekend of partying to amazing live acts, dressing up in crazy costumes, fireworks and
illuminations, wild swimming and the odd paint fight appeals, snap your tickets up now.
www.secretgardenparty.com
Getting there: Abbots Ripton is approximately one hour 40 minutes’ drive from London, or
take a train to Huntingdon – one hour from London – and a shuttle bus to the festival.
Rebellion, Blackpool, north-west England: 3 – 6 August 2017
Punk lives on at this festival, held in the Lancashire seaside resort of Blackpool. English
punk band Angelic Upstarts, Scottish art-punk rockers The Skids and Sham 69 have been
confirmed to perform in 2017. Safety pins and ready-ripped trousers are on sale in the
market for those who want to look the part! www.rebellionfestivals.com
Getting there: trains from London take just under three hours (with one change), or it
takes one hour by direct train from Manchester.
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Wilderness, Oxfordshire, England: 3 – 6 August 2017
A fantastical festival with a difference set in ancient parkland in the Oxfordshire
countryside (sister festival to the Secret Garden Party in Cambridgeshire). It’s for those
who want more than music: you can catch theatre, debates, horse riding, a spa and
gourmet food. In 2016 Robert Plant & The Sensational Space Shifters and The Flaming Lips
graced the musical stages, while Raymond Blanc and Skye Gyngell were two of the chefs
providing long-table banquets. www.wildernessfestival.com
Getting there: There’s a direct train to the village of Charlbury from London which takes
around one hour 15 minutes.
Green Man, Brecon Beacons, south Wales: 2017 dates TBC (usually August)
Taking place in the gorgeous Brecon Beacons National Park, Green Man has become a
highlight of the summer since its inception in 2003. The event presents a live soundtrack
to four days and nights of festival magic located among the otherworldly Black Mountains.
The 2016 line-up included Belle & Sebastian, James Blake and Laura Marling. There’s also
Green Man Rising for budding musicians, so bring along your guitar! www.greenman.net
Getting there: Green Man recommends travelling by coach to the festival, where you are
dropped off directly at the site; alternatively, the closest train station is Abergavenny and
there are shuttle buses from there. Abergavenny is approximately two hours 15 minutes
from London.
V Festival, Essex and Staffordshire,
England: 19 & 20 August 2017
One of the year’s most popular
events and always attracting big
commercial names to two different
sites over one weekend, Hylands
Park in Chelmsford, Essex, south-east
England and Weston Park in south
Staffordshire, in England’s Midlands
region. 2017’s line-up has yet to be
announced but should attract big
names like previous years, including
Justin Bieber, Rihanna, Beyoncé,
One weekend, two sites, many top acts at the V Festival
Kings of Leon, Stereophonics, Calvin
Harris and more. www.vfestival.com
Getting there: Chelmsford is a 30 minute train ride from London. Weston Park is close to
Stafford and Wolverhampton train stations, which are both just under two hours from
London.
Belsonic, Belfast, Northern Ireland: dates TBC
This outdoor music festival has taken place in August at the Custom House Square in
Belfast, Northern Ireland, since 2008, but recently moved to the impressive Titanic
Belfast. There were two editions of the festival in 2016, with Chemical Brothers, Tiësto,
Faithless and more in June, and The Corrs, Madness and Fatboy Slim in August.
www.belsonic.com
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Getting there: There are regular flights to Belfast from London and other cities.
Reading & Leeds Festival, England: 25 – 27 August 2017
Britain’s premier rock music festival featuring global acts uniquely performing at both
locations over three days allowing for 100,000 revellers at Reading and more than 80,000
at Leeds to experience global rock superstars. 2016 saw Red Hot Chilli Peppers and Biffy
Clyro on their line-ups. www.leedsfestival.com, www.readingfestival.com
Getting there: Reading is 25 minutes from London by train and it takes just over two hours
to reach Leeds by train.
Victorious Festival, Portsmouth, south England: 25 – 27 August 2017
Manic Street Preachers, Annie Mac and Emmy The Great all headlined the Victorious
Festival in the Portsmouth Historic Dockyard on the south coast of England last year so
expect more big acts for 2017. This urban festival is relaxed, with deckchairs, Astroturf,
street entertainers and a fun Friday night opening party in the pipeline.
www.victoriousfestival.co.uk
Getting there: it takes just over one hour 30 minutes to reach Portsmouth by train from
London.
End of the Road Festival, Dorset, south England: 31 August – 3 September 2017
Beautiful surroundings for a mainly folk, Americana and psych/alternative rock line-up;
2016’s event welcomed acts including Joanna Newsom, Bat for Lashes, Devendra Banhart
and Cat Power. The festival takes place at Larmer Tree Gardens in north Dorset.
www.endoftheroadfestival.com
Getting there: The nearest train station is Salisbury; trains from London take around one
hour 30 minutes and then there is a shuttle bus.
Festival Number 6, Portmeirion, north Wales: 2017 dates TBC (usually September)
Stunningly located, Festival No. 6 takes place in Portmeirion Village (the festival’s name is
an insider reference for those who’ve seen cult 60s TV show The Prisoner, which was
filmed there). As well as big name music acts there’s entertainment of all kinds, from
carnivals to comedians, as well as delicious street food to fuel the party. Not a camping
fan? There’s a plush hotel in the village, so you don’t have to assemble your festival outfit
in a tent! www.festivalnumber6.com
Getting there: Past festivals have featured a dedicated No. 6 Express train to Bangor from
Crewe (approximately one hour 30 minutes from London), on which there are surprises
and freebies given to guests to get the party started. Portmeirion is approximately two
hours by road from Liverpool

Culture is GREAT |91

Bestival, Isle of Wight, south-east
England: 7 – 10 September 2017
Four days of live music and premier
league DJs, Bestival is one of
Britain’s most colourful festivals, with
dressing up encouraged. From the
most original boutique campsite
experience to the Bollywood Cocktail
Bar, fancy dress en masse and even a
Roller Disco, it’s this kind of
uniqueness that makes Bestival a
world of discovery on the Isle of
Wight. 2016 saw The Cure, Major
Lazer, Sean Paul, Hot Chip and Diplo
take the stage. www.bestival.net
Unique and colourful, the Isle of Wight’s Bestival festival is one of the
most creative in Britain

Getting there: a train from London
Waterloo to Portsmouth or
Southampton takes around 90 minutes. From either port there are regular ferries to the
Isle of Wight.
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What’s new: theatre, dance and opera
New for 2016
Theatre

Harry Potter and The Cursed Child, Palace Theatre, London
July 2016 - May 2017
The acclaimed new play by Jack Thorne, inspired by J.K. Rowling's books, sees Harry
Potter all grown up, a father of three children and working for the Ministry of Magic. The
play is presented in two parts, which are intended to be seen in order on the same day
(matinee and evening) or on two consecutive evenings. www.harrypottertheplay.com

Aladdin - Disney's New Musical, Prince
Edward Theatre, London
Summer 2016 - 1 April 2017
Brought to life by a legendary creative
team, Disney’s smash hit Broadway
musical swept into the West End this
summer with all the memorable songs
from the film, including A Whole New
World, Prince Ali and Arabian Nights.
www.princeedwardtheatre.co.uk

No Man's Land at Wyndham's Theatre,
London

An Arabian night at the theatre with Aladdin. Credit:
Deen van Meer

20 September 2016 - 1 December 2016
Hollywood greats Ian McKellen and Patrick Stewart star as a duo in this excellent new play.
www.nomanslandtheplay.com

Finding Neverland, theatre details TBC
October 2016 – 2017 dates TBC
The hit Broadway musical - based on the Academy Award-winning film and with an original
music score by Take That frontman Gary Barlow - comes to Britain in 2016 for a national
tour. The story follows playwright JM Barrie’s journey as he becomes a writer and
develops his famous characters. www.findingneverlandthemusical.com

School of Rock, New London Theatre, London
24 October 2016 - 27 February 2017
Based on the popular film of the same name, this Andrew Lloyd Webber rock musical tells
the story of wannabe rock star Dewey Finn, who poses as a substitute teacher at a school
and uses his musical passion to inspire his students.
www.schoolofrockthemusical.com

Dreamgirls, Savoy Theatre, London
21 November 2016 - 11 March 2017
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After 35 years of the original Broadway production, the West End is getting ready to
premiere this sensational award-winning musical. It charts the rise of a young female
singing trio from Chicago called ‘The Dreams’, and their experiences of show business.
Amber Riley from hit US TV show Glee will play the lead and classic songs include And I Am
Telling You I’m Not Going, Listen and One Night Only. www.dreamgirlswestend.com

The Little Matchgirl (and Other Happier Tales), The Sam Wanamaker Playhouse, London
November 2016 - 22 January 2017
Inspired by the beautiful but sad Hans Christian Andersen tale, this play draws its audience
into a world of magic and mystery with music, puppetry and dark magic. Suitable for adults
and children alike. www.shakespearesglobe.com/theatre/whats-on/sam-wanamakerplayhouse/the-little-matchgirl-2016
Coming up in 2017
Theatre

An American in Paris, Dominion Theatre, London
4 March - 30 September 2017
This award-winning, thrillingly staged Broadway musical features some of the greatest
Gershwin music and lyrics ever written. www.anamericaninparisthemusical.co.uk

42nd Street, Theatre Royal Drury Lane, London
20 March 2017 - 22 July 2017
Broadway’s biggest show is set to make its West End debut next year. Young Peggy
Sawyer is fresh off the bus from small-town America and just another face in the chorus
line on Broadway’s newest show. But when the leading lady gets injured, Peggy might just
have the shot at stardom she's always dreamed of. www.42ndstreetmusical.co.uk

Sleepless: The New Musical, Plymouth and London
25 March 2017 – 17 April 2017 at The Lyric - Theatre Royal Plymouth, south-west England
Dates TBC: London West End run (theatre TBC)
Based on the popular 1993 comedy film Sleepless in Seattle starring Tom Hanks and Meg
Ryan, this new musical will premiere in Plymouth before its first West End run. Former pop
star of British girl band Girls Aloud, Kimberley Walsh, is set to star as the female lead.
www.sleeplessmusical.com

The Girls, Phoenix Theatre, London
28 January 2017 – 22 April 2017
The true story of the Yorkshire Calendar Girls, a group of ordinary ladies who achieved
something extraordinary. This new musical comedy has brought together the writing
talents of pop legend Gary Barlow and Tim Firth, who grew up in the same village in the
North of England and have been friends for 25 years. The musical originally opened at The
Grand Theatre in Leeds, where it received standing ovations at every performance.
www.thegirlsmusical.com
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The Band, details TBC
2017 dates TBC
Not content with two musicals showing in the West End, Take That frontman Gary Barlow
will add a third to his bow. Featuring the songs of Take That, The Band is being created in
association with Gary Barlow, Mark Owen and Howard Donald, and will tour Britain in 2017.
Dance

Nutcracker, English National Ballet
23 November 2016 – 26 November 2016: Milton Keynes Theatre, south-east England
29 November 2016 – 3 December 2016: Liverpool Empire, north-west England
14 December 2016 – 7 January 2017: London Coliseum
More than 100 dancers and musicians bring this Christmas classic to life with exquisite
dancing, beautiful sets and Tchaikovsky’s glorious score played live. Set on a sparkling
Christmas Eve in a frost-dusted Edwardian London. www.ballet.org.uk/whatson/nutcracker

Hansel & Gretel - Scottish Ballet
10 - 31 December 2016: Festival Theatre, Edinburgh, Scotland
5 – 14 January 2017: Theatre Royal, Glasgow, Scotland
18 – 21 January 2017: His Majesty’s Theatre, Aberdeen, Scotland
25 – 28 January 2017: Eden Court, Inverness, Scotland
1 – 4 February 2017: Theatre Royal, Newcastle, north-east England
8 – 11 February 2017: Grand Opera House, Belfast, Northern Ireland
Unwrap a tasty Christmas treat with Christopher Hampson's magical ballet. In a small,
1950s town, all the children have disappeared. Plucky Hansel and Gretel embark on an
exciting adventure, traveling deep into the enchanted forest to find their friends.
www.scottishballet.co.uk/event/hansel-gretel
Matthew Bourne’s The Red Shoes
29 November – 3 December 2016: The Lowry, Manchester, north-west England
6 December 2016 – 29 January 2017: Sadler’s Wells Theatre, London
14– 18 March 2017: Wales Millennium Centre, Cardiff, Wales
9 - 13 May 2017: Festival Theatre, Edinburgh, Scotland
An intoxicating drama where life imitates art with fateful consequences. Heart-breaking
and dazzling for the sense, Matthew Bourne's magical new adaptation is an inspiration for
generations of dancers and audiences alike. www.new-adventures.net/the-red-shoes/tourdates

Opera

Billy Budd
18 - 29 October 2016: Leeds Grand Theatre, Yorkshire, north England
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3 November 2016 Theatre Royal, Newcastle, north-east
10 November 2016: The Lowry Salford Quays, Manchester, north-west England
17 November 2016: Theatre Royal, Nottingham
1 - 3 December 2016: Festival Theatre, Edinburgh, Scotland
A brand new staging of this oceanic and intense psychological drama performed by a cast
of today's leading Britten interpreters. www.operanorth.co.uk/productions/billy-budd

Coming up in 2018 and beyond
There are plans for a new cultural quarter for London at the London 2012 Olympic Games
site Queen Elizabeth Park, plus new homes for the Sadler’s Wells dance theatre.
Manchester, north-west England, will be the site of a new arts and theatre venue, The
Factory, in 2019, which will provide a permanent home for the Manchester International
Festival.
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Theatre around Britain
A trip to the theatre is a must-do when in Britain, but few visitors realise that there is a
fantastic network of regional theatres dotted across the country, often showing
productions before they transfer to London. Booking tickets at a regional theatre is a
great way to see a play or a musical before it hits the West End – with tickets more easily
available and often more affordable than in London theatres.
One of the most high-profile regional theatres is Chichester, located in the south of
England (around 90 minutes by train from London Victoria). The theatre re-opened in
summer 2014 after a multi-million pound renovation, and combines mainstream
productions in the newly-opened auditorium with more avant-garde plays in the smaller
Minerva Theatre. Autumn 2016 sees Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing, followed by
Love’s Labours Lost, before new work Things I Know To Be True graces the stage in
November. In December, things get festive with a run of Peter Pan. www.cft.org.uk
After ten years of planning and two
years of construction, the Liverpool
Everyman, in the north-west of
England, opened its doors in 2014.
The spectacular glass-fronted
building has a sleek restaurant as
well as a theatre and workshop
spaces; just a mile away is the
Playhouse, which houses its theatre
in a Grade II listed building. The
programme for the coming autumn
season sees Shakespeare’s The Two
Gentlemen of Verona grace the stage
Looking good: The Everyman Theatre in Liverpool. © Philip Vile
of the Everyman, with comedy of
manners The Rivals at the Playhouse. Liverpool is around two hours by train from London
Euston. www.everymanplayhouse.com
Birmingham’s REP theatre company, located in central England, only 90 minutes by train
from London, is fully deserving of its reputation as a centre for excellent drama. Be
prepared to jump out of your seat during the UK premiere of The Exorcist (Oct-Nov 2016),
or choose something lighter like Pride and Prejudice (Nov 2016). Birmingham Rep’s version
of Treasure Island promises swashbuckling adventure (Nov 2016 – Jan 2017), a new
production entitled LOVE is a ‘modern tale of hope, family and courage’ (Jan-Feb 2017),
and book ahead for Jane Eyre (Sep 2017). www.birmingham-rep.co.uk
Famed for being the hotbed for new talent during the Edinburgh Festival, you can find topquality performances in Scotland’s capital throughout the year. The Edinburgh Festival
Theatre has the biggest stage of any theatre in Britain and is the venue for Edinburgh's
most well-regarded shows. The House of Bernarda Alba plays in November 2016, the
award-winning play The Curious Incident Of The Dog In The Night-Time returns to
Edinburgh Festival Theatre in February 2017 and the National Theatre’s Jane Eyre will be
on in May. www.edtheatres.com/festival-theatre
One of Scotland’s oldest theatres is in Glasgow. The city’s Theatre Royal stages
performances by Scottish Opera and Scottish Ballet, as well as musicals and plays. In
autumn 2016 audiences can catch Little Shop of Horrors and a stage version of The
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Shawshank Redemption and in 2017, ballet and opera lovers are in luck, with Hansel and
Gretel and Pelléas et Mélisande respectively. www.atgtickets.com/venues/theatre-royalglasgow
The Royal Exchange in Manchester staged a first in
2014, with actress Maxine Peake being the first
woman to play Hamlet; now an Associate Artist at the
theatre, Peake has remained a regular on its stage,
playing Blanche DuBois in autumn 2016’s run of A
Streetcar Named Desire. Autumn/winter 2016 has
Breaking The Code on the bill, Hugh Whitemore’s play
about Second World War code-breaker Alan Turing.
The stage then takes audiences to New York with
Sweet Charity, before putting on Federico Garcia
Lorca’s tension-charged play The House of Bernarda
Alba in February 2017. The theatre offers an in-theround experience, making the audience feel
completely involved in the drama taking place.
Manchester is just over two hours by train from
London Euston. www.royalexchange.co.uk
Over in Wales, National Theatre Wales specialises in
putting on plays in different and unusual locations
Manchester’s Royal Exchange was the first
throughout the destination. It uses forests and
theatre to stage Hamlet with a female playing
the title role
beaches, towns, nightclubs…and even aircraft
hangars! 2016 saw the company celebrate Cardiff
native Roald Dahl, in the centenary year of his birth, while events for 2017 are yet to be
announced. www.nationaltheatrewales.org
Also in Wales, the capital Cardiff is home to the Wales Millennium Centre, which hosts a
wide range of performances (even free daily concerts in the foyer!), from ballet and
modern dance to touring West End musicals in a high-tech building that’s a visitor
attraction in itself. Coming to the venue in late 2016 are Mamma Mia! And The Full Monty,
and in 2017 you can sing along to Sunny Afternoon (Jan), a musical with songs by The
Kinks, see Pride and Prejudice (Feb), Sister Act (April) and The Curious Incident of the Dog
in the Night-Time (May). www.wmc.org.uk
And in Northern Ireland, since opening more than a century ago, the majestic Belfast
Grand Opera House has hosted some of the biggest names in entertainment; from
burlesque acts and musical comedies in its earliest days, through to the UK debut of a
then-unknown Pavarotti in 1963. Coming to the stage late in 2016 is Breakfast at Tiffany’s,
while fans of Dirty Dancing can watch the musical in 2017. www.goh.co.uk
There are a number of smaller, more off-beat theatres dotted around the country that
stage new and avant-garde productions. The Traverse Theatre in Edinburgh and the
Tinderbox theatre in Belfast focus on new plays by Scottish and Irish writers respectively.
In London, St James Theatre – which was the first newly-built theatre to open in London
for 30 years – hosts new and lesser-known works (the nearest underground station is
Victoria), and The Almeida (close to Highbury and Islington station) is another that often
sees its works transfer to the West End. www.traverse.co.uk, www.tinderbox.org.uk,
www.stjamestheatre.co.uk, www.almeida.co.uk
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West End shows on tour
Due to popular demand, big-name plays and musicals are staged in theatres right across
Britain, usually once they finish showing in London’s West End or sometimes before they
reach the capital. So wherever you are in Britain you can experience first-class theatre and
entertainment. Here’s just a taster of what you can find coming to the regions’ stages in
2017.
From April 2017, one of the kookiest clans of all The Addams Family will be touring Britain,
starting at the Edinburgh Festival Theatre and moving on to 10 other venues. Fresh from
Broadway, the story follows the family coming to terms with Wednesday Addams’ chosen
love-match, a sweet young man from a respectable family. What will he make of Uncle
Fester? (Currently no website.)
The unmissable Miss Saigon is embarking on a major tour opening at the state-of-the-art
Leicester Curve in July. The revival production opened in London in 2014 and the tale of
doomed romance (loosely based on Madame Butterfly) is sure to induce many a tear when
it visits Birmingham, Cardiff, Edinburgh and Southampton throughout 2017-18. www.misssaigon.com/uktour
Feel-good musical Mamma Mia! blends the songs of ABBA with a comedic and heartwarming plotline that plays out on a gorgeous Greek island. The show features songs you
won’t be able to help yourself from joining in with, including The Winner Takes It All,

Money, Money, Money, Dancing Queen, Chiquitita, Voulez Vous, SOS, Thank You for the
Music, Knowing Me Knowing You, and of course Mamma Mia. See it in Southampton,
Cardiff and Edinburgh in late 2016, before it tours the rest of Britain in 2017. www.mammamia.com/uk-tour

Billy Elliot: The Musical has been touring Britain following its successful West End run, and
will be getting toes tapping in Manchester, Southampton and Birmingham between
January and April 2017. www.billyelliotthemusical.com
Dance fans will love Matthew Bourne’s adaptation of The Red Shoes, based on the beloved
fairy-tale and Academy Award-winning movie about a girl who dreams of being the
greatest dancer in the world; it will open in Plymouth in November 2016 and tour various
venues in the UK through to May 2017. www.new-adventures.net/the-red-shoes
Check websites at individual theatres or at www.musicaltheatrenews.com to find out more
on touring West End shows.
Theatre-goers should explore Shakespeare’s spiritual home, Stratford-upon-Avon in the
West Midlands of England. Catch a play by the Royal Shakespeare Company at the Royal
Shakespeare Theatre: Love’s Labours Lost and Much Ado About Nothing both play from
December 2016 – March 2017 and The Tempest is on from November 2016 – January 2017;
look out for plenty of plays by authors other than Shakespeare at the Stratford-upon-Avon
venues too. www.rsc.org.uk/whats-on
Another iconic place to watch a play by the Bard is at London’s Globe Theatre - a brilliant
recreation of the original Elizabethan theatre on the south bank of the River Thames. Next
door is the Sam Wanamaker Playhouse, an indoor Jacobean Theatre that stages plays by
Shakespeare and his contemporaries, as well as atmospheric candlelit concerts.
www.shakespearesglobe.com
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10 of the best: unusual British theatres
Britain has many world-renowned theatres, with programmes that may range from
Shakespeare to stand-up comedy, from big-budget productions to cutting-edge fringe
theatre. The venues can be equally diverse: ranging from stadiums built to accommodate
an audience of thousands to a converted gents’ lavatory seating a maximum of 12.
Whatever you choose to see at a British theatre, remember that what happens on stage is
only part of the experience.
1) A former Victorian gents’ lavatory, the Theatre of
Small Convenience opened in 1999 and was for a time
the smallest theatre building in the world – it was listed
in the Guinness Book of Records as such in 2002.
Decorated with frescos in an Italian commedia dell’arte
style, this quaint, wedge-shaped theatre in the town of
Malvern seats a maximum of 12 people. Run as a non
profit-making project by founder Dennis Neale, it’s
perfectly proportioned for one-man shows, poetry
readings, storytelling and puppetry – and has staged
everything from drama to opera. www.wctheatre.co.uk
Where is it? Malvern is in Worcestershire, three hours
north-west of London by train.
2) The world-renowned Minack Theatre is perched on
cliffs high above the Atlantic Ocean in Cornwall, southThe Theatre of Small Convenience
west England. Local resident Rowena Cade created
this open-air theatre on the rocky land below her house in 1932, to enable a group of local
drama enthusiasts to stage a performance of Shakespeare’s The Tempest. With the help of
her gardener, tons of earth and granite boulders were moved to shape a stage and terrace
seating from the cliffs. It was a huge success, setting the scene for what is now one of the
world’s most magical theatrical experiences. Although the Minack has evolved into a
proper, professionally-equipped venue, it retains its unique ambience: ticket-holders arrive
early to picnic on the theatre’s grass terraces, and far-reaching sea views, sunsets, the
blinking of a distant lighthouse, and the sounds of the sea all enhance the atmosphere.
www.minack.com
Where is it? In Porthcurno in Cornwall, six hours south-west of London by car.
3) Celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2017, The Watermill is a charming theatre first
established in 1967. Housed in a converted corn mill dating from 1830, it retains many
original architectural features including its waterwheel and wooden beams – although the
170-seat auditorium benefits from state-of-the-art technology. A professional repertory
theatre, many of The Watermill’s shows have transferred to London’s West End or toured
overseas, including productions by Propeller, the acclaimed all-male Shakespeare company
founded here in 1997 – so as well as having a picturesque rural setting, it’s proven to be
one of Britain’s most important and influential theatres. www.thewatermill.org.uk
Where is it? Near Newbury in Berkshire, 50 minutes west of London by train.
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4) Situated in the historic East End of
London, Wilton’s is the oldest
surviving music hall in the world.
Dating from 1690, it was an alehouse
up until 1839 when a concert room
was added, and from 1843 the venue
became legally permitted to stage
full-length plays. John Wilton bought
the business in 1850, embellishing it
with mirrors, chandeliers and
decorative paintwork, and installing
the finest heating, lighting and
ventilation systems of the day. Later
Old and beautiful: Wilton’s
becoming a Methodist’s Mission, this
historic venue fell into disrepair – but after extensive restoration, Wilton’s is once again a
working theatre and concert hall. As well as original theatre, there’s a programme of tours
and talks exploring its unique place in British theatre history. www.wiltons.org.uk
Where is it? In east London. The nearest underground stations are Tower Hill or Aldgate
East.
5) Built in 1788, the Georgian Theatre Royal in Richmond, North Yorkshire, is Britain’s
most complete Georgian playhouse. Although it’s done time as an auction rooms and wine
vaults, it reopened as a playhouse in 1963 – making it Britain’s oldest working theatre in its
original form. Intimate and atmospheric, it’s a great place to enjoy a show, live music
performance, or the renowned annual Christmas pantomime (2016’s production is Snow
White, set against a backdrop of 1920s Hollywood). For those curious to learn what life was
like for actors in days gone by, take a behind-the-scenes tour and try on costumes, set foot
on the stage, explore the orchestra pit, and see the theatre’s fully restored Woodland
Scene – Britain’s oldest surviving stage scenery. www.georgiantheatreroyal.co.uk
Where is it? Richmond is in North Yorkshire, three hours north of London by train.
6) Another theatre benefiting from a
picturesque waterside setting is
Theatre By The Lake, open since 1999
on the shores of Derwentwater in the
Lake District. With a 400-seat Main
House and 100-seat Studio, the
theatre presents up to nine of its own
productions of classic, modern and
new plays throughout the year. The
venue also hosts festivals focusing on
literature, film, jazz and outdoor
pursuits, and welcomes touring
theatre, music and dance companies
The picturesque Theatre By The Lake © Stuart Holmes
– making it a vital cultural hub in this
lovely corner of north-west England. www.theatrebythelake.com
Where is it? Derwentwater is in the Lake District in north-west England, five hours 30
minutes north-west of London by car.
7) Britain’s only full-time professional LGBT theatre, Above The Stag is a queer alternative
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to London’s famous West End venues. This award-winning fringe theatre presents LGBTthemed productions including new writing, musicals and revivals as well as an outrageous
annual Christmas pantomime. Founded above a gay pub in 2008, in 2013 the theatre
relocated to a renovated railway arch in Vauxhall, south London, with an auditorium
seating an audience of 70. www.abovethestag.com
Where is it? In Vauxhall, south London. The nearest underground station is Vauxhall.
8) Built on the site of an old inn known to have put on theatrical presentations as early as
1773, the Savoy Theatre first opened in the Welsh town of Monmouth in 1832 as the
Assembly Rooms. The oldest theatre in Wales, it’s seen numerous name changes: it’s been
the Theatre Royal, New Theatre, the Palace, the Regent and the Magic Lantern Theatre to
name but a few. It’s also served as the town’s Corn Exchange, music hall, cinema, bingo
hall, and was even a roller skating rink in the late 19th-century. Endeavouring to return the
building to its former use and glory, the Savoy Development Trust saw it reopen as a
refurbished 400-seat theatre in 2005. The Monmouth Savoy Trust took over in 2010, and
it’s now a venue for film, musical theatre and stand-up comedy. www.monmouthsavoy.co.uk
Where is it? Monmouth is in south Wales, 45 minutes north-east of Cardiff by car.
9) A landmark from the era of the
Industrial Revolution, Mossley Mill is
a former Victorian flax spinning mill
dating from 1834. Located a short
distance from Belfast in Northern
Ireland, it was saved from demolition
when Newtownabbey Borough
Council acquired the site in 1996 and
began a major restoration and
conversion project. Part of the
project included the construction of a
contemporary 400-seat theatre.
Open since 2010, Theatre At The Mill
Industrial Revolution landmark: Theatre At The Mill
offers a wide programme of musicals,
dance, drama, comedy, concerts and
family shows, and is a striking new facility in an area of unique industrial heritage.
www.theatreatthemill.com
Where is it? Mossley Mill is in Northern Ireland, 20 minutes north of Belfast by car.
10) Numerous theatres in Britain claim to have a resident ghost or two, but world famous
Theatre Royal Drury Lane in London’s West End has a reputation as the world’s most
haunted theatre. Renovation work in the 1840s lead to the discovery of bones hidden
behind a wall of the Upper Circle – suspected to belong to the Man In Grey. This eerie
apparition has appeared before many cast and crew members, but his appearances are
said to be a sign of good luck. Other ghostly occurrences are accredited to the spirits of
two clowns: the lavender-scented spirit of Victorian music hall star Dan Leno and the ghost
of one of the world’s most famous early pantomime performers, Joseph Grimaldi.
Although these hauntings are difficult to validate, as Theatre Royal dates from 1663, it’s
certainly home to plenty of history. www.reallyusefultheatres.co.uk/our-theatres/theatreroyal
Where is it? In central London, the nearest underground station is Covent Garden.
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Live the high life for less: affordable opera and ballet
Opera and ballet were once the leisurely pursuits of only the wealthy, but today everyone
has access to these art forms. From the Royal Opera House in London to the Wales
Millennium Centre in Cardiff, visitors to Britain can immerse themselves in high-end
classical culture at affordable prices.
Opera
Royal Opera House, London
With an auditorium dating back to 1858, London’s Royal Opera House in Covent Garden
has long been an iconic feature on the capital’s arts scene and now hosts ballet and
performance art in addition to opera; it is also the home of the Royal Ballet. In addition to
keeping one third of tickets at £36 or below, the Royal Opera House has introduced ‘Friday
Rush’ for the 2016/17 season; every Friday at 1pm, 49 tickets will be released for each main
stage performance in the coming week – even for sold-out shows. Friday Rush will include
lower price tickets, making it a great way to buy cheaper tickets to in-demand shows. The
Royal Opera House also continues to make opera and ballet more accessible with its
Cinema Season with screenings of both opera and ballet at a wide range of cinemas across
Britain – see world-class performances for the price of a cinema ticket.
www.roh.org.uk www.roh.org.uk/cinemas
Glyndebourne, East Sussex, southeast England
While synonymous with the British
‘summer season’ the world-renowned
opera festival at Glyndebourne –
around 90 minutes by train from
London to the nearest town of Lewes
– caters for opera fans looking for
tickets that won’t break the bank. If
you are aged under 30, register with
Glyndebourne’s Under 30s
membership to be eligible for tickets
Take a group to Glyndebourne for a fraction of the usual price if you’re
in some of the auditorium’s best
all under 30!
seats for £30. And each year the
productions, which feature both classical and contemporary opera, go on tour to various
theatres in Britain, with Glyndebourne itself the first stop on the route; tickets prices start
at £10.
www.glyndebourne.com
Garsington Opera, Wormsley, Oxfordshire
Garsington Opera presents excellent productions in a setting of outstanding beauty. The
spectacular Opera Pavilion is on the Wormsley Estate, nestling in the rolling landscape of
the Chiltern Hills less than an hour from London. If you’re under 35, you can sign up for
GO<35 membership – for just £10 members receive priority booking on a pair of £30
tickets, a glass of fizz, free transfer from the nearest station and a half-price programme.
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www.garsingtonopera.org/support
Wales Millennium Centre, Cardiff
See a production by the Welsh National Opera at its
home theatre, the magnificent Wales Millennium
Centre, with tickets starting from the accessible price
of £7. The 2017 programme will include Welsh
National Opera’s La bohème, Madam Butterfly, Die
Fledermaus and Der Rosenkavalier. The venue was
opened in 2000 and is an interesting building to visit
in itself, with regular free concerts and performances
in the airy foyer.
www.wmc.org.uk
Opera North, various cities, north England
Proving you don’t need to be in London to absorb
classical culture, operatic company Opera North tours
Experience the marvellous acoustics at the
theatres across the north of England, putting on edgy
Wales Millennium Centre
performances of classic productions and with tickets
starting from just £15. Among the shows on the
autumn 2016 bill are Der Rosenkavalier, a Puccini double bill of intense one-act dramas
and Billy Budd by Benjamin Britten; spring 2017 sees Turandot by Puccini, while winter
2017 offers fairy tale season, with The Snow Maiden, Hansel and Gretel and Cinderella set
to enchant audiences. Opera North offers an Under 30s scheme with free or £10 tickets to
selected performances and invites to special events.
www.operanorth.co.uk
Scottish Opera, Glasgow
Scotland’s largest performing arts organisation is based out of the Theatre Royal in
Glasgow, and offers £10 tickets to the under 26s. The 2016/17 programme includes The

Marriage of Figaro, Pelléas and Mélisande, Bluebeard’s Castle/8th door, La bohème, The
Trial and The Elixir of Love.
www.scottishopera.org.uk

Ballet
English National Ballet
Artistic director of England’s leading touring ballet company Tamara Rojo has been quoted
saying that the English National Ballet (ENB) is committed to “bringing ballet to everyone,
wherever they are, whatever their means”. Its Christmas Nutcracker is always one to
watch, at the London Coliseum in Covent Garden’s St Martin’s Lane. Under 30s can benefit
from two-for-one on top-price tickets.
www.ballet.org.uk
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Northern Ballet
Based in Leeds, Yorkshire, in the north of England, Northern Ballet is a dance company
that produces ballets designed to ‘appeal to as many people as possible from all walks of
life’. In 2017, the world premiere of Casanova will bring dramatic romance to the stage in
Leeds, before touring to theatres across Britain including Sheffield, Edinburgh, Norwich,
Cardiff and London. Tickets start at £10 depending on the theatre and performance time.
www.northernballet.com
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Shakespeare plays in unusual venues
Just as Shakespeare’s plays feature a range of wonderful locations, from mythical islands
to enchanted forests, here in Britain you can watch some of the Bard’s best-loved plays in
an array of unusual and outdoor places – from a medieval castle to a botanical garden!
Within a globe of willow trees…
Llanwrthwl, mid-Wales
Despite being born in England to a predominantly English family, Wales and the Welsh
figured prominently in Shakespeare's life and works. The Willow Globe in Llanwrthwl,
Wales, is a scaled-down, organic version of London’s Shakespeare’s Globe, made out of
carefully woven willow that creates a lush, green theatre space in the summer months.
Performances take place from April to September and are produced by artistic directors
Susanna Best and Philip Bowen, whose extensive professional experience includes years
with the Royal Shakespeare Company, the English Shakespeare Company, the Royal Opera
House and the Old Vic. www.shakespearelink.co.uk/willow-globe
In an old watermill…
West Berkshire, south England
Arguably one of Britain’s prettiest theatres, The Watermill Theatre in Bagnor, west
Berkshire (around 90 minutes’ drive from London), is housed in – you've guessed it – a
converted mill. It was restored by a theatre enthusiast and then purchased by new owners
in 1981 who then developed it into a renowned production house specialising in
Shakespeare and musical theatre. www.watermill.org.uk
Among tropical plants in a botanical
garden…
Glasgow, Scotland
Scotland’s biggest and best-loved
festival of Shakespeare, Bard in the
Botanics, takes place in the unique
setting of Glasgow’s Botanic Garden.
Depending on the play, actors act
out lively performances either
outside in the grounds or amid
tropical plants and flower displays
inside the Kibble Palace glasshouse.
Since the first festival, Bard in the
Botanics has staged more than 50
Shakespeare among the flora and fauna; Glasgow’s Bard in the
productions of Shakespeare’s work
Botanics
and it is a highlight of Glasgow’s
summer event calendar. www.bardinthebotanics.co.uk
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In a university college garden…
Cambridge, east England

A venerable seat of learning such as Cambridge University is the
perfect place to catch a Shakespeare performance

The Cambridge Shakespeare
Festival has been running for 27
years, performing over eight weeks
each summer in July and August to
audiences totalling 25,000.
Performances take place in the
beautiful gardens of the historic
Cambridge University Colleges, which
makes for a unique theatre
experience. Prior to the performance,
you can picnic in this idyllic setting,
before sitting back to enjoy an
evening of spectacular theatre
performed in full period costume with
live Elizabethan music.
www.cambridgeshakespeare.com

In a pub garden…
Across London and southern England
For two very British experiences in one, head to one of Fuller’s pub gardens in the south of
England and London area for a unique Shakespeare performance. Performances take
place during August and September. Check the website for 2017 updates.
www.fullers.co.uk/pubs/shakespeare-in-the-garden

Overlooking the Atlantic Ocean…
Penzance, Cornwall, south-west
England
Carved into a clifftop above
Porthcurno Bay in Cornwall, the
Minack Theatre's dramatic location
has drawn visitors for generations.
With the Atlantic Sea lapping at the
shore below you and the horizon
stretching out in front, this is a truly
unique location to enjoy a play,
including Shakespeare. The theatre's
summer season runs from May until
September. Check the website for
upcoming shows. www.minack.com

The view is mesmerising at Cornwall’s Minack Theatre, but be sure to
keep one eye on the play!
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Dance: see it, do it!
Britain is the perfect place to indulge your love of dance, whether you want to watch
world-leading ballet in Glasgow or ballroom in Blackpool. Inspired to get your dancing
shoes on? From Gaelic folk dancing at a Scottish ceilidh to trying the lindy hop in London,
Britain offers classes and events to suit every style.
Ballet bods
Britain is home to some of the most highly regarded ballet companies in the world so
lovers of plié and pirouettes have plenty to enjoy.
Highly regarded as one of the leading classical ballet companies in the world, The Royal
Ballet was founded in 1931 and is now the resident ballet company of the Royal Opera
House in London’s Covent Garden. With its wide-ranging repertory of classical ballets, as
well as new works by today’s leading choreographers, this is ballet with the Queen’s seal of
approval. www.roh.org.uk
The English National Ballet tours the UK with new and
classic productions, regularly working with some of
the most exciting choreographers in the business
including Akram Khan, Russell Maliphant, and Liam
Scarlett. Time your visit in December to see the
English National Ballet’s Nutcracker at the London
Coliseum, a Christmas tradition that’s as much a part
of the season as mince pies and mistletoe. Artistic
Director Tamara Rojo’s aim is to ‘reinvigorate ballet’;
as such the company has performed at music festivals
including Glastonbury, taking the art form to new
audiences. www.ballet.org.uk
Scotland’s national dance company, Scottish Ballet, is
another of the major dance companies in Britain.
Presenting a wide range of classical and
contemporary work, the company is based at the
Dancers Bethany Kingsley-Garner and Remi
purpose-built international arts centre Tramway (a
Andreoni get kilted up for Matthew Bourne’s
Highland Fling. Photo by Nisbet Wylie. ©
former tram depot) in Glasgow, just under one hour by
Scottish Ballet
train from Edinburgh. Look out for Scottish Ballet
elsewhere in the UK, as they regularly go on tour. www.scottishballet.co.uk
Get your dancing shoes on... at the world-famous Pineapple Dance Studios in London’s
buzzing Covent Garden. Founded in 1979 in an old pineapple warehouse, there are more
than 250 classes a week catering to all levels and ages. As well as ballet, Pineapple also
offers jazz, Latin, tap and contemporary. All classes are drop-in with no need to book; from
£8 per class. www.pineapple.uk.com
Strictly ballroom
Ballroom dancing has enjoyed something of a renaissance in the UK in recent years, in
large parts thanks to the popular TV show Strictly Come Dancing. So grab a partner and
get ready to cha-cha!
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A must-visit destination for ballroom fans is Blackpool, a fun-filled seaside town in northwest England and the undisputed home of ballroom dancing in the UK. Head to the stylish
Blackpool Tower Ballroom, which dates back to 1894 and is world famous for its unique
sprung dance floor and spectacular architecture. You can either dance the day away to the
sounds of the famous Wurlitzer organ, or watch from the side-lines as you enjoy a
delicious afternoon tea. Blackpool is approximately two hours 45 minutes by train from
London. www.theblackpooltower.com
Get your dancing shoes on... with a specially designed dancing holiday at destinations
around the UK, including the pretty seaside towns of Torquay and Bournemouth on the
south coast of England. Learn from experienced teachers and socialise with your fellow
dancers in a friendly atmosphere. www.holidayanddance.co.uk
Highland flingers
The jigs and reels of Highland dance,
and the Scottish country dances
enjoyed at ceilidhs form an important
part of Scotland’s cultural heritage.
The Cowal Gathering, held every
August in Dunoon, on the west coast
of Scotland, is the biggest Highland
games in the world. With a mix of
Highland dancing, pipe bands and
ceilidh music, it’s the perfect place to
experience traditional Scottish
dancing. It’s also home to the World
Fling to your heart’s content in Scotland!
Highland Dance Championships, a
spectacular display that attracts more than 650 dancers from all over the world each year.
Dunoon is one hour 30 minutes by train from Glasgow plus a 20 minute ferry crossing.
www.cowalgathering.com
Get your dancing shoes on... at a traditional Scottish ceilidh. Popular ceilidh dances have
intriguing names such as the Flying Scotsman, Gay Gordons, Strip the Willow and the
Dashing White Sergeant all of which are accompanied by music provided by a traditional
ceilidh band. Instruments include fiddles, accordions and drums – usually a member of the
band will talk everybody through the steps first, allowing beginners to join in the fun. The
Ceilidh Club in Edinburgh is popular, and these fun events have even spread to London.
www.edinburghceilidhs.com, www.ceilidhclub.com
Irish jiggers
From the spectacle of internationally-renowned Riverdance, to community events
celebrating the traditional ‘Festival’ Irish dance, there are plenty of opportunities to get
your toes-tapping to an Irish jig in Britain.
Michael Flatley – often nicknamed ‘Lord of the Dance’ – brought the show Riverdance to
public attention in 1994, when it was performed at the intermission of the Eurovision Song
Contest. The show’s 1995 tour was a great success and in 2016, Riverdance toured the UK
once more for its 21st birthday with some of the cast from the original 1995 show; keep an
eye on the website for future tour dates. Michael Flatley’s latest show Lord of the Dance:
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Dangerous Games is touring the UK for several months as part of a major world tour, from
January 2017. www.riverdance.com, www.lordofthedance.com
No trip to Northern Ireland would be complete without enjoying some traditional Irish
dancing. The Ballymoney Irish Dancing Festival is held annually in April in County Antrim.
Situated 15 miles from the breathtaking Causeway Coast, Ballymoney is in the north east
of Ireland, approximately one hour’s drive from Belfast.
www.visitballymoney.com/events/ballymoney-irish-dancing-festival
Get your dancing shoes on... at Maddens in Belfast, which has live music nightly from 9pm.
Belfast Hidden Tours runs a music and dancing experience at Maddens on Friday and
Saturday nights. www.belfasthiddentours.com/pub
More besides…
If your tastes are more on the modern side, you can indulge your love of contemporary
dance at many of Britain’s purpose-build studios and theatres.
In London, Sadler’s Wells is a world
leader in dance presenting a vibrant
year-round program of everything
from tango to hip hop, ballet to
flamenco, Bollywood to cutting-edge
contemporary dance. London is also
home to Rambert, an experimental
and risk-taking dance company
located on the South Bank, while the
students at the prestigious Trinity
Laban Conservatoire of Music and
Dance put on contemporary dance
performances at their striking school
Matthew Bourne’sThe Car Man at Sadler’s Wells. © Bill Cooper
near Greenwich, which was designed
by Tate Modern architects Herzon +
de Meuron. www.sadlerswells.com, www.rambert.org.uk, www.trinitylaban.ac.uk/whats-on
Based in Cardiff at the Wales Millennium Centre, National Dance Company Wales offers a
raft of opportunities to experience contemporary dance in new ways. Visitors can observe
dance rehearsals, enjoy post-show talks and even photograph or sketch dancers as they
take part in classes. www.ndcwales.co.uk/en
Get your dancing shoes on... at National Dance Company Wales’ ballet and contemporary
evening classes. Meanwhile in London, the Greenwich Dance Agency offers contemporary
dance classes that aim to strengthen the body as well as encouraging creative expression
and improvisation; there are professional workshops with excellent choreographers
spanning several days for those after devoted dance instruction. Lindy Hop lover? Swing
Patrol London runs classes all over the capital including ‘Dance in a day!’ aimed at
beginner swingers. www.greenwichdance.org.uk, www.swingpatrol.co.uk
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What’s new: museums
New for 2016
New galleries at The National Museums of Scotland
Ten new galleries showcasing the very best of National Museums Scotland’s internationally
important collections opened this year. From Alexander Graham Bell to Zandra Rhodes,
they cover decorative art, design, fashion, science and technology. The new spaces
showcase more than 3,500 objects - three-quarters of them have not been on permanent
display for generations. www.nms.ac.uk
Rievaulx Abbey Museum, North
Yorkshire, north England
Rievaulx Abbey is one of the best
preserved and most impressive
monastic sites in England. Now a new
museum is telling the abbey’s 900-year
story and displaying objects from its
long past, including elaborate medieval
stone carvings, chess pieces and gold
coins. www.englishDiscover the history of Rievaulx Abbey
heritage.org.uk/visit/places/rievaulxabbey
New National Horseracing Museum in
Newmarket, east England
The National Horseracing Museum moved to
Palace House in Newmarket (around 90
minutes’ drive from London) this year, also
showcasing horseracing and sporting art. As
well as live thoroughbred horses in the
Rothschild Yard and a four-acre paddock,
the centre includes a new museum that
celebrates the sport and science of
horseracing. The move to Palace House
Jockeys training in Newmarket. Credit: ©VisitBritain /
Rod Edward / Choose Suffolk
means the museum will occupy the last
remaining element of King Charles II’s racing
palace in Newmarket, a town synonymous with the ‘sport of kings’ and which is also home
to two racecourses, the Rowley Mile and July Course. www.nhrm.co.uk
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London home of Jimi Hendrix opens permanently

Handel & Hendrix in London celebrates the London lives
and musical legacies of two of the most important figures
in musical history, who lived, wrote and played in
neighbouring buildings, 240 years apart. After a two-year
period of restoration, building and development, the top
floor Mayfair flat that Jimi Hendrix called home during a
pivotal period of his life is now open permanently to the
public. www.handelhendrix.org
Wonderlab: The Statoil Gallery at the Science Museum,
London
Featuring live event spaces, hands-on experiments and
state-of-the-art interactive exhibits, visitors to the
23 Brook Street rocking its blue
museum’s new interactive gallery (opening in October) will plaque
be able to walk through a giant Orrery with a canopy of
stars, take part in live chemistry experiments and whizz down the friction slide!
www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/wonderlab
Coming up in 2017
The British Music Experience moves from London to Liverpool
This new permanent attraction has moved from London to Liverpool and is due to open
next February at the historic Cunard Building at Liverpool’s Pier Head. The attraction will
feature more than 600 artefacts and more than 90 hours of digital content highlighting
how music has influenced British culture over the last 70 years.
www.britishmusicexperience.com
Liverpool World Museum’s new ancient world gallery
The museum has been inspiring children of all ages since 1853. Its popular ancient world
gallery is currently being revamped and is set to open in February next year. Alongside
4,000 objects - many of them previously unseen by the public - there are plans for a
brand-new mummy room and interactive displays. www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk
Farewell to the Natural History Museum’s iconic Diplodocus, London
The central display in the museum’s Hintze Hall is set to change next summer, as the longserving resident Diplodocus is replaced after 35 years with a blue whale skeleton, marking
the beginning of a decade of transformation for the museum. www.nhm.ac.uk
V&A improvements, London
The interiors of the V&A Museum have been undergoing a series of redesigns, upgrades
and expansions. Next year will see the opening of a new main V&A Shop at the heart of the
museum and completion of the £49.5 million Exhibition Road Project, which includes a
grand new museum entrance from Exhibition Road, a magnificent open courtyard and a
purpose-built gallery to house temporary exhibitions. www.vam.ac.uk/page/e/exhibitionroad-building-project
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2018 and beyond
The new V&A Dundee, Scotland
Dundee in Scotland will be getting a new outpost of the world-famous V&A museum in
early 2018. Unlike the original, the new one will be uber-modern in design and have the
only purpose-built galleries in Scotland large enough to show these world-class touring
exhibitions from the V&A shows in their entirety. www.vandadundee.org
2020: Jurassica Dinosaur Museum, Portland, Dorset, south-west England
A new £80 million attraction and museum is set to be built in a Dorset limestone quarry 40
metres (132-foot) deep. According to plans, the sire will span around 100 metres and house
robot plesiosaurs, fossils and interactive displays. www.visit-dorset.com
Major exhibitions

Leonardo da Vinci: Ten Drawings from the Royal Collection at Glynn Vivian Art Gallery,
Swansea, south Wales
14 October 2016 - 6 January 2017
Ten of the finest drawings by Leonardo da Vinci in the Royal Collection, showcasing the
extraordinary scope of the artist's interests and his use of different media – pen and ink,
red and black chalks, watercolour and metal point. www.glynnvivian.com

Wildlife Photographer of the Year at the National History Museum, London
21 October 2016 - 20 September 2017
Marvel at startling images produced by photographers' passion for the natural world.
www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/exhibitions.html

Maps and the 20th Century: Drawing the Line at the British Library, London
4 November 2016 - 1 March 2017
Uncovering the fascinating story of how maps became everyday objects for the first time
in the 20th century. www.bl.uk/events/maps-and-the-20th-century-drawing-the-line

Star Wars Identities: The Exhibition at the 02 Arena, Greenwich, London
18 November 2016 – 3 September 2017
Get to know the characters of Star Wars on a whole new level, with 200 original costumes,
props, models, and pieces of artwork to discover up close. www.starwarsidentities.com
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Shakespeare in the Royal Library in The Drawings
Gallery at Windsor Castle, south-east
England
Runs until 11 December 2016
Marking the 400th anniversary of the death of William
Shakespeare, this display draws on material in the
Royal Library, including works of Shakespeare
collected by the royal family, accounts of
performances at Windsor Castle, and art by members
of the royal family inspired by Shakespeare's plays. It
will examine aspects of the playwright's life, work and
influence, and celebrate his longstanding connection
with Windsor and the royal court.
www.royalcollection.org.uk

Real to Reel: A Century of War Movies at the Imperial
War Museum, London
Runs until 8 January 2017

Shakespeare in the Royal Library. Credit:
Royal Collection Trust / © Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II 2016

Featuring film industry props and set designs from
classic films including Apocalypse Now, Casablanca, Saving Private Ryan,
Atonement and War Horse. www.iwm.org.uk/exhibitions/iwm-london/real-to-reel-acentury-of-war-movies

Fashioning a Reign: 90 Years of Style from The Queen's Wardrobe at Windsor Castle,
south-east England
Runs until 8 January 2017

A life in couture. Credit: Royal Collection Trust / © Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II 2016

To celebrate The Queen’s 90th
birthday year and her support of
British couture and millinery, this
exhibition has toured Britain and
ends its run at Windsor Castle.
Explore significant events in
The Queen's life and the nation's
history through an unprecedented
collection of couture and
accessories exclusively designed
for these occasions.

www.royalcollection.org.uk/whatson/event/794179/Fashioning-a-Reign

Opus Anglicanum: Masterpieces of English Medieval Embroidery at the V&A Museum,
London
Runs until 5 February 2017
Featuring more than 100 surviving examples of exquisite hand-made English Medieval
embroidery, revealing the artistic skill of the makers and the world in which they were
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created. www.vam.ac.uk/exhibitions/opus-anglicanum-masterpieces-of-english-medievalembroidery

Undressed: A Brief History of Underwear at the V&A Museum, London
Runs until 5 February 2017
The exhibition addresses the practicalities of underwear and its role in the fashionable
wardrobe while highlighting its sensual, sexual appeal. Around 140 garments and
accessories for men and women are on display, alongside fashion plates, photographs and
films, advertisements and packaging to introduce changing concepts of the ideal body.
www.vam.ac.uk

You Say You Want A Revolution: Records & Rebels 1966-1970 at the V&A Museum, London
Runs until 26 February 2017
This major exhibition examines the optimism, ideals and aspirations of the late 1960s,
expressed through music, fashion, film, design and political activism. Fascinating objects
are paired with an immersive soundtrack and theatrical three dimensional design,
investigating the cultural upheavals and the changes within the law that took place during
the revolutionary years. www.vam.ac.uk

The Japanese House: Architecture and Life after 1945 at Barbican Art Gallery, east
London
23 March 2017 - 25 June 2017
The first major UK exhibition to focus on Japanese domestic architecture from the end of
the Second World War up to now. www.barbican.org.uk/artgallery/eventdetail.asp?ID=19951

Fire! Fire! at the Museum of London
Runs until 17 April 2017
Discover the capital before, during and after the Great Fire of London with this interactive
exhibition marking the 350th anniversary of this disastrous event, including rarely seen
artefacts from 1666. www.museumoflondon.org.uk//museum-london/whatson/exhibitions/fire-fire

The Pink Floyd Exhibition: Their Mortal Remains at the V&A Museum, London
13 May 2017 - 1 October 2017
The first international retrospective of one of the world’s most iconic and influential bands.
www.vam.ac.uk/exhibitions/pink-floyd

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone 20th anniversary exhibition at the
British Library, London
20 October 2017 - 28 February 2018
To celebrate the 20th anniversary of the first Harry Potter book, the British Library is
launching a new exhibition featuring an extraordinary wizarding books, manuscripts and
objects with original material from Bloomsbury’s and JK Rowling’s archives, alongside
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centuries-old British Library treasures. From medieval descriptions of dragons and griffins
to the origins of the philosopher’s stone itself, it will be a magical journey. www.bl.uk

A History of Fashion in 100 Objects at the Fashion Museum, Bath, south-west England
Runs until 1 January 2019
A fascinating collection of garments and fashion accessories drawn from the museum’s
world-class collection that created the look of the times - from the 1500s to the present
day. www.visitbath.co.uk/whats-on/a-history-of-fashion-in-100-objects-p1995403
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Around Britain in 10 world-famous objects
From a cloned sheep that rocked the scientific world, to a beautiful bare-bottomed Venus
that scandalised 17th-century Spain – Britain’s museums contain some of the world’s mostfamous objects. Here are ten must-sees.
1) Menu from the Titanic, Belfast, Northern Ireland
Glimpse life aboard the Titanic during its disastrous
1912 voyage at Titanic Belfast. Among the exhibits is a
first-class menu, dating from the day of the ill-fated
vessel’s sinking. It was taken from the ship by Ruth
Dodge, who was onboard with her wealthy husband
Washington, and their son. All survived the disaster
thanks in no small part to ship steward Frederic Dent
Ray, who got Washington on to a lifeboat. Prior to the
sinking, Ray wrote a short note to the Dodge family on
the back of the menu. Opened in 2012, Titanic Belfast is
a visitor attraction located on the city centre shipyard
where the RMS Titanic was built.
www.titanicbelfast.com

Piece of history: the menu from the
Titanic

Getting there: Flights from London reach Belfast
International airport in around one hour and 20
minutes, while the Liverpool to Belfast ferry takes
eight hours.

2) The Kiss, Cardiff, south Wales
Auguste Rodin's The Kiss has been a worldwide
symbol of romance since its 1898 unveiling. Paolo and
Francesca, doomed 13th-century lovers immortalised
by poetry in Dante's Inferno, are the kissing pair.
Originally carved at monumental proportions from
marble, Rodin produced several smaller versions in
plaster, terracotta – and bronze, the edition shown at
the National Museum of Wales, Cardiff.
www.museum.wales/cardiff
Getting there: Cardiff Central station is two hours 45
minutes by train from London Paddington. Flights
from London airports take around one hour 15
minutes to Cardiff Airport.
10) A controversial Venus, London, south-east England
See Diego Velázquez' only surviving female nude at
Rodin’s The Kiss
the National Gallery in Trafalgar Square. Painted in
oils, it depicts a bare-bottomed goddess gazing at her
reflection in a mirror. Created by the Spanish artist between 1647-51, The Toilet of Venus is
an often controversial survivor. It evaded rampant church censorship, and in 1914 had to
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be restored after being slashed seven times with a meat cleaver by suffragette Mary
Richardson. www.nationalgallery.org.uk
Getting there: The closest London underground station is Charing Cross.
3) Vespa Clubman, London, south-east
England
Designed in the late 1950s, the motorised
and iconic Vespa Clubman scooter has a
sleek wasp-shaped body that inspired its
name; Vespa means wasp in Italian. One of
138 Vespa variations, it was designed by
Italian aeronautical engineer Corradino
d’Ascanio. Find it and other world-shaping
design as the new Design Museum
relocates to High Street Kensington from
24 November 2016.
www.designmuseum.org

A Vespa Clubman scooter © Design Museum

Getting there: The museum is a short stroll
or bus ride from Kensington High Street, the nearest London underground station.
4) Cat mummy, London, south-east England
Egyptian mummies are synonymous with the British
Museum, which holds more than 120 of them. Less well
known are its 300 animal mummies that include dogs,
fish, snakes, lizards, a bull, a gazelle, a crocodile and a
famous cat wrapped in geometric-patterned linen that
was excavated from the city of Abydos, Upper Egypt.
The museum holds the biggest collection of Egyptian
artefacts outside of Egypt and is visited annually by
more than six million people from all across the world,
including a few mummies. www.britishmuseum.org
Getting there: The nearest London underground
station is Tottenham Court Road, around 15 minutes’
walk away.
8) My Bed, Liverpool, north-west England
A snapshot of Tracey Emin's life after a traumatic
break-up, her 1998 artwork My Bed challenged public
Miaowing mummy © Trustees of the
perceptions of what constitutes as art. The installation
British Museum
– an unmade bed surrounded by cigarette butts,
discarded condoms and vodka bottles – sold to a
German Count for £2.54 million in 2014. On long-term loan to the Tate, it's shown at the
Tate Liverpool exhibition Tracey Emin and William Blake in Focus (until 3 September 2017)
before travelling to Kent's Turner Contemporary gallery in Emin’s hometown of Margate,
south-east England. Dates to be confirmed. www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-liverpool,
www.turnercontemporary.org
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Getting there: Liverpool is a two hour 20 minutes train ride north-west of London Euston
or three hours 40 minutes by car. Liverpool John Lennon Airport is an hour's flight from
London. Margate in 90 minutes by train from London's St. Pancras International station.
5) Dolly the sheep, Edinburgh, Scotland
Dolly the sheep was the first mammal ever to be
cloned. Starting life in a test tube, she was
transplanted into a surrogate mother and born on 5
July 1996. Dolly passed away in 2003 but not before
becoming a mum herself. The taxidermied 'transgenic'
technology pioneer now resides at the Museum of
Scotland. www.nms.ac.uk/national-museum-ofscotland
Getting there: Edinburgh Waverley station is around
four hours and 20 minutes by train from London
Euston, and the museum is 15-minutes’ walk.
Dolly the sheep

6) Glorious glass, Belfast, Northern Ireland
Important work by the world's most iconic
glassmaker resides at Ulster Museum in
Belfast's Botanic Gardens. Dale Chihuly's
gorgeous Waterford Sconce, 2011 is made
of blown and cut glass, including some the
American artist saved from Ireland's
acclaimed Waterford Crystal factory,
before its 2009 closure. www.nmni.com
Getting there: Flights from London reach
Dale Chihuly's Waterford Sconce, 2011
Belfast International airport in around one
hour 20 minutes. The museum is 30-minute walk from the city centre.
7) Iron Tree, Wakefield, west
Yorkshire, England

The Iron Tree – image courtesy of YSP © Jonty Wilde

In 2014, Yorkshire Sculpture Park
presented an exhibition by Chinese
artist Ai Weiwei and his 2013 Iron
Tree has remained on long-term loan
ever since. The six-metre high
sculpture is one of a series inspired
by street vendors in southern China
who sell pieces of wood. Made up of
assorted tree branches, roots and
trunks cast in iron and bolted
together, it's one of the 18th-century
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country estate's many exhibits shown outdoors. www.ysp.co.uk
Getting there: Located at West Bretton village in Northern England, the park is around 40
minutes’ drive from the cities of Leeds and Sheffield.

9) Shakespeare’s First Folio,
Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire,
central England
The most famous playwright of all
time, many of William Shakespeare’s
works went unpublished until the
posthumous 1623 collection, Mr.

William Shakespeare's Comedies,
Histories, & Tragedies. Known as the
First Folio, it collated 36 of the Bard's
plays including The Tempest and
Macbeth. Visit a copy in 16th-century
house where Shakespeare was born.
www.shakespeare.org.uk
Birth of the bard: Shakespeare’s First Folio

Getting there: Stratford-upon-Avon is
around 50 minutes’ drive south-west
of Birmingham or two hours by road or rail north-east of London, departing from London
Marylebone station.
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Living history: 10 of the best experiential museums
Not all museums contain glass display cases and untouchable objects. Britain’s living
history museums (also known as open-air or folk museums) bring earlier eras to life,
vaulting visitors back in time with help from costumed performers and period buildings.
From Anglo-Saxon villages to cavernous coal mines, here are ten of Britain’s best.
1) West Stow Anglo-Saxon Village, Suffolk, eastern England
Occupying the site of a former settlement in eastern England, West Stow Anglo-Saxon
Village enables visitors to experience life in AD 500. Attend on special event days to
interact with acting Anglo-Saxons and discover their wooden homes and daily routines.
Every immersive sight and smell carefully replicates our predecessors’ society.
www.weststow.org
Getting there: The museum is a short drive away from the historic market town of Bury St
Edmunds a two-hour train ride away from London Liverpool Street station.
2) The Black County Living Museum, West Midlands, mid-England
The West Midlands region was at the toiling heart of Britain’s Industrial Revolution in the
early 19th century, and that period is revisited at the Black Country Living Museum in
Dudley, ten miles northwest of Birmingham. Across some 40 buildings, time-travellers can
join workshops in everything from forging to rug-making, or poke around houses typical of
the time. Canalboat journeys and antique fairground rides will delight kids. www.bclm.co.uk
Getting there: The museum is one-mile away from Tipton railway station, a 17 minute train
journey from Birmingham. Driving from the city would take around 30 minutes.

All aboard! Ride the tram at Beamish

3) Beamish, County Durham, northeast England
Equally substantial is north-eastern
England’s Beamish, an open-air
museum replicating three periods:
the 1820s, 1900s and 1940s. Actors
play pit-workers, potters, engineers,
maids and more across a village, farm
and mine, all linked by trams. Parents,
be warned: children won’t want to
leave the traditional sweet-shop!
www.beamish.org.uk

Getting there: Neighbouring
Newcastle upon Tyne is three hours by train from London’s King’s Cross.
4) The Highland Folk Museum, the Cairngorms, Scotland
Further north, the Highland Folk Museum delivers a no-punches-pulled evocation of central
Scotland life between the 1700s until 1960. Traditionally-clad guides explain why thatched
townships were erected, and how tenant famers recovered from the clearances, which saw
them removed from Scotland’s large estates in the 18th and 19th centuries to make way
for sheep-farming. The museum features more than 30 historical buildings, and is free to
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enter. It is closed during the winter months (November to the end of March).
www.highlifehighland.com/highlandfolkmuseum
Getting there: The museum is one hour’s drive south from Inverness Airport. Flights to
Inverness from London take around one hour and 30 minutes.
5) Gressenhall Farm and Workhouse
Norfolk, eastern England
Also focused on rural lives is
Gressenhall Farm and Workhouse.
This 50-acre site is hands-on and
hugely kid-friendly: juniors can pet
rare-breed animals, watch blackand-white TV in a 1950s living room,
ride carts around flower-strewn
fields, root around a general store
and gasp at conditions in the
workhouse, where Britain’s poor
were once set to work.
www.museums.norfolk.gov.uk

Heavy horses working the land at Gressenhall

Getting there: Norwich, 15 miles (25 kilometres) south-east of the museum, is a two-hour
train-ride from London Liverpool Street.
6) Ulster American Folk Park, Northern Ireland
During the 18th and 19th centuries, around 4.5 million immigrants left Ireland for America.
Their journey is recreated at Northern Ireland’s Ulster American Folk Park, beginning from
classically thatched Ulster cottages. You then board a full-scale sailing ship before arriving
at American-style frontier log cabins. Along the way, garbed characters demonstrate
typical crafts and foods. www.nmni.com/uafp
Getting there: The park is outside Omagh, 55 miles (90 kilometres) west from Belfast,
which has its own international airport.

Actors at the Weald and Downland Open Air Museum

7) The Weald and Downland Open Air
Museum, Sussex, south-east England
Timber-framed manor houses,
market halls, schools, granaries and
carpentry workshops are among The
Weald and Downland Open Air
Museum’s 50 period buildings. Dating
from the 13th to 19th century, each
structure on this vast southern
England estate has been salvaged
and carefully re-assembled, and each
has performing actors inside. There
are also gardens and a lake, both
perfect for picnics.

www.wealddown.co.uk
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Getting there: The museum is seven miles (ten kilometres) south of Chichester – a 90
minute train journey away from London.
8) The Big Pit National Coal Museum,
south Wales
Want to experience the din and
claustrophobic nature of mine-life?
That’s possible at the Big Pit
National Coal Museum in Blaenavon,
which utilises a 90m (300 feet) deep
former shaft. On free 50-minute
tours led by former miners, you’ll
adorn helmets, cap lamps, belts and
batteries before descending to the
original coal faces and engine
houses. www.museum.wales/bigpit

Lighting up: ready for a tour at Big Pit

Getting there: Big Pit is in Blaenavon, south Wales, 20 miles (32 kilometres) north from
Cardiff and its international airport.
9) Hamptonne Country Life Museum, Jersey, the Channel Islands
The ever-chatty Goodwyf is your chaperone around Jersey’s Hamptonne Country Life
Museum, and its imitation 15th-century farmhouse. She’ll show you an orchard where
Jersey cider is made, demonstrate bygone cooking practices in the kitchen and introduce
the hogs. www.jerseyheritage.org/places-to-visit/hamptonne-country-life-museum
Getting there: Jersey is the largest Channel Island, found south of mainland England and
nearer to France; one-hour flights from London serve its capital St Helier.
10) Morwhellham working village, mine and craft centre, Devon, south-west England
Found in Devon, south-west England, Morwellham Quay was once the greatest copper port
in Queen Victoria’s empire. Experience the boom days by riding a chugging train along the
pretty River Tamar and then into the perfectly-preserved mine. Back above ground, there’s
a chance to look silly in Victorian costumes and explore a retired wooden ketch boat, a
sailing boat with two masts. www.morwellham-quay.co.uk
Getting there: The village is near to Plymouth, a three hour train journey from London
Paddington.
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What’s new: family-friendly culture
New for 2016
For football fans
In Manchester's striking Urbis
building, the National Football
Museum is a celebration of the
beautiful game. Kids of all ages
can try their hand at football
commentary, test their skills in a
penalty shoot-out and burn off
energy in the discovery zone play
area. New for 2016, the 1966
World Cup Exhibition features the
famous Jules Rimet trophy and
match ball and allows visitors to
Young football fans © National Football Museum
get a taste of the cup final
through immersive technology that recreates the atmosphere in the crowd.
www.nationalfootballmuseum.com/whatson/1966
Getting there: Trains from London to Manchester take around two hours – the city is also
served by an international airport.
For underground explorers
In the heart of Snowdonia National Park in north Wales,
Llechwedd Slate Caverns has introduced a new and
improved attraction for 2016 that takes visitors 500
feet underground on a deep mine tour. The tour starts
with a ride on Britain's steepest cable railway to reach
the old mining tunnels where mining stories are
brought to life through a combination of enhanced
reality technology, light projections, special effects and
traditional storytelling. Also brand-new for this year is
a thrilling 4x4 quarry tour of the man-made slate
mountains that tower over the town of Blaenau
Ffestiniog.
www.llechwedd-slate-caverns.co.uk
Getting there: Driving to Blaenau Ffestiniog from
Liverpool, which has an international airport, would
take around two hours.

Hanging out at the Llechwedd Slate
Caverns © Llechwedd Slate Caverns

For little monkeys
From its stuffed animal-filled galleries to its Willy Wonka-style glass lifts, the National
Museum of Scotland is a fun place to learn about Scottish history and its people from
prehistoric times to the present day. Alongside a T-Rex skeleton and a full-size Formula
1 car, there are interactive displays and a programme of hands-on activities. Opening in
December 2016, Monkey Business is a family-friendly exhibition that explores the world
of primates through life-size specimens, photography and film.
www.nms.ac.uk/national-museum-of-scotland/whats-on/monkey-business
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Getting there: The National Museum of Scotland is in Edinburgh, which has its own
international airport.
For mini superheroes
See superheroes including
Spiderman, Iron Man, Hulk and Thor
brought to life at Marvel Universe
Live!, a family-friendly arena show
that will tour Britain between
September 2016 and January 2017.
The live-action spectacle brings
together cutting-edge special
effects, aerial stunts, pyrotechnics
and martial arts and will grace the
stage in London, Belfast, Sheffield,
Birmingham, Manchester, Glasgow
and Nottingham.
www.marveluniverselive.com/uk

The Avengers assembled © Marvel Universe Live

For budding scientists
A brand-new interactive gallery at the Science Museum will open on 12 October, 2016.
Wonderlab: The Statoil Gallery aims to bring science to life through a series of handson exhibitions and live demonstration areas to showcase experiments about explosions
and rockets. The space will feature a giant orrery (a mechanical model of the solar
system) and seven different zones covering subjects like sound and light. Children will
be able to request live experiments at the Chemistry Bar and test out interactive sound
displays.
www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/visitmuseum/Plan_your_visit/galleries/wonderlab
Getting there: The nearest London underground station is South Kensington.

School of Rock © Timmy Blupe

For wannabe rock stars
Based on the hit film of 2003,
School of Rock the Musical hits
London's West End in October
direct from a successful run on
Broadway. The Tony nominated
musical features songs by Andrew
Lloyd Webber and tells the story
of wannabe rock star Dewey
Finn's transformation of a class of
straight-A students into an earsplitting rock band. Previews start
on 24 October at the New London
Theatre on Drury Lane.

www.uk.schoolofrockthemusical.com
Getting there: The nearest London underground station is Holborn.
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Coming up in 2017
For aspiring archaeologists
Liverpool's World Museum has been inspiring children of all ages since opening in 1853. Its
popular Ancient World gallery is currently being revamped and is set to open in February
2017. Alongside 4,000 objects (many of which have never been on public display before)
there are plans for a brand-new Mummy Room and interactive displays. In the meantime,
kids can follow the dinosaur trail, explore the insect-filled Bug House and journey through
space and time at the planetarium. www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk
Getting there: Liverpool has its own international airport – train journeys from London
take around two hours and 30 minutes.
For creative kids
Belfast's annual Children's Festival is a five-day celebration of the arts geared towards
kids under 14. The 2017 event will take place between 10 and 15 March across a number
of the city's top cultural venues. Expect theatre workshops, storytelling sessions with
famous authors, baby raves and interactive dance performances. It's run by Young at
Art, a children's charity that champions creativity throughout Northern Ireland.
www.youngatart.co.uk
Getting there: Belfast is the capital of Northern Ireland, and has its own international
airport.
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Beloved books: Britain’s children’s literature
Some of the best-known and loved children’s books and characters have been born in
Britain, including Harry Potter, The BFG, Peter Rabbit and Bilbo Baggins. Discover their
worlds for yourself, and find out more about the people who created them.
JK Rowling
The Harry Potter series by JK Rowling is Britain’s most-famous children’s book export.
Relive Harry’s first journey aboard the Hogwarts Express, departing from Platform 9 3/4
at King’s Cross Station. Have your picture taken with a trolley magically disappearing
through a wall, while wearing the scarf of your favourite Hogwarts house. The station also
has a dedicated shop selling wands and other Hogwarts paraphernalia.
Go one step further and visit Hogwarts itself. The interiors of Oxford University’s famous
Bodleian Library starred in three of the Harry Potter films, with the Divinity School and
Duke Humfrey’s Library taking starring roles. Enhance the visit with a stroll around the
stunning cloisters and quadrangles of the university’s Christ Church College; many of the
films’ scenes were shot here, while its Great Hall was the inspiration behind Hogwarts
School’s Great Hall.
No Harry Potter trip would be
complete without a trip to the
Warner Bros. Studio Tour, where you
can see Potter’s world brought to life
with a huge range of sets and props
created for the film series. Try
Butterbeer – either in liquid form, or
as an ice-cream!
Imagine you’re part of Madame
Hooch’s flying lesson in Harry Potter
and the Philosopher’s Stone on a trip
to Northumberland’s Alnwick Castle,
Death Eaters at the Warner Bros. Studio Tour
less than an hour from the north-east
England city of Newcastle, where you can take part in a broomstick lesson on the very spot
where Harry had his first flying lesson (between March and October). The castle’s exterior
doubled as Hogwarts in the first two films.
Over the border into Glencoe, Scotland, Potter-fans will see where the dramatic
landscapes around Hogwarts were filmed. You'll recognise the Steall Falls at Glen Nevis
from the Tri-Wizard Tournament in the Goblet of Fire. The rugged beauty and natural
drama of the Scottish Highlands were the perfect background for the first two Harry
Potter films, where the Quidditch matches were filmed against the backdrop of Glen Nevis.
The final two films – The Deathly Hallows Part 1 and 2 – were shot back-to-back, using the
stunning coast of Freshwater West in Pembrokeshire, south-west Wales as the location for
Shell Cottage, the home of Bill Weasley and his wife Fleur Delacour. It is also the setting for
Dobby’s demise and burial after he is killed by the evil Bellatrix Lestrange, played by
Helena Bonham Carter, who was also on set in Wales.
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www.alnwickcastle.com, www.glencoescotland.com, www.visitscotland.com,
www.wbstudiotour.co.uk
Roald Dahl
Roald Dahl is remembered for creating some of the most beloved characters in children’s
fiction, as well as some of the most ghastly grown-ups. Born at Villa Marie, Fairwater Road
in Llandaff, Cardiff, in 1916, to Norwegian parents, Dahl spent his early childhood and
school days in the Welsh capital.
To celebrate the author’s 100th birthday in 2016, the Wales Millennium Centre in Cardiff is
inviting you to visit The Wondercrump World of Roald Dahl. The magical, interactive
journey is ideal for children and family groups, and aims to spark the imagination and test
visitors’ own powers of creativity. It’s open until 14 January 2017.

The chocolate door at the Roald Dahl Museum and Story
Centre ©VisitBritain/Olivier Roques-Rogery

In later life Dahl lived and wrote in
the town of Great Missenden,
Buckinghamshire, which is less than
an hour by train from London, and it
is here his work has been
commemorated at the Roald Dahl
Museum and Story Centre. The
museum is aimed at children aged
between six and 12, and has three fun
and fact-packed interactive galleries,
with more than 40 hands-on
activities. You can look for a mouse in
a gobstopper jar, before smelling a
giant chocolate door and test your
sparkiness on a Sparkometer.

Take a stroll around Great Missenden, exploring the Georgian shops and traditional pubs in
this charming town and explore the countryside that inspired tales such as Fantastic Mr
Fox and Danny Champion of the World. Meanwhile, a 20-minute drive will take you to
Aylesbury and the Roald Dahl Children’s Gallery. Discover inventions with Willy Wonka and
see the Twits’ upside-down room.
Two of Dahl’s best-known novels, Matilda and Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, have
become the subject of West End musicals. Matilda the Musical created by comedian Tim
Minchin and the Royal Shakespeare Company is showing at London’s Cambridge Theatre
while Charlie and the Chocolate Factory is showing at London’s Theatre Royal Drury Lane.
Meanwhile, if you’ve been inspired by the recent release of Steven Spielberg’s The BFG,
then follow in some giant footsteps to where it was filmed. Blenheim Palace in Oxfordshire
played a starring role by doubling as the rear of Buckingham Palace. You can also visit
Giant’s Land itself, the home of The BFG, by heading to the Isle of Skye on the north-west
coast of Scotland for some stunning scenery.
www.wmc.org.uk/whatson, www.roalddahlmuseum.org,
www.buckscc.gov.uk/bcc/museum/dahl_gallery/dahl_childrens_gallery.page,
www.matildathemusical.com, www.charlieandthechocolatefactory.com
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Beatrix Potter
Peter Rabbit, Mrs Tiggy-Winkle and Jemima Puddle-Duck were brought to life through the
vivid imagination of Beatrix Potter, who drew inspiration from the magnificent beauty and
plentiful wildlife of the Lake District in Cumbria, north-west England.
Children and adults alike will be
delighted with the World of Beatrix
Potter in Bowness-on-Windermere,
90 minutes from Manchester by car.
The attraction showcases Peter
Rabbit’s Garden, Jemima Puddleduck’s woodland glade and Mr Tod’s
underground home, plus you can visit
Mrs Tiggy-Winkle’s kitchen. Top it off
with a trip to the tea room where kids
can enjoy a Peter Rabbit picnic
basket.
Meeting Mrs Tiggy-Winkle © British Tourist Authority

Tie a visit in with a trip to the scenic town of Bowness-on-Windermere and, from here,
other beautiful parts of the Lake District. Try your hand at sailing or watersports, or take a
nature walk through the beautiful lakes and mountains to try and spot Potter’s characters
in the flesh (and fur).
The V&A Museum in London holds the world’s largest collection of Potter’s drawings,
literary manuscripts and correspondence, plus there is a changing display on varying
aspects of her work in the Beatrix Potter Showcase. The museum was a source of great
inspiration for Potter, who as a child and young adult often visited to copy prints and
drawings – why not try it yourself?
www.hop-skip-jump.com, www.visitcumbria.com, www.vam.ac.uk
CS Lewis
Author of The Chronicles of Narnia author
C.S. Lewis was born in Belfast and,
although he moved to England in his adult
life, Belfast and Northern Ireland was a
huge source of inspiration for him. His
fantastical world may well have been
inspired by the striking, rugged
landscapes of County Down – visit when
snow is still scattered on the Mourne
Mountains and it’s easy to imagine you’re
in Narnia, under the spell of the White
Witch.

The Mourne mountains © VisitBritain/ Britain on
View

Belfast’s Linen Hall Library is home to a unique collection of books both by and about
Lewis. The author is also honoured by The Searcher, a statue depicting him stepping into a
wardrobe as in The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, outside Holywood Arches Library in
Belfast. Tour sites connected to him at your own pace following a self-guided walking tour.
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www.connswatergreenway.co.uk/trails
Lewis Carroll
Fascinating stories of surreal worlds are at the very core of Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s
Adventures in Wonderland. He was born in Daresbury, Cheshire – half an hour from
Liverpool, in the north west of England – where a visit to Daresbury All Saints’ Church will
reveal the stained glass window dedicated to Carroll’s work. It is now also home to the
Lewis Carroll Centre, which tells the tale of his childhood in Daresbury, and how it
influenced his writings.
The story was also immortalised in the 2010 Tim Burton film Alice in Wonderland and the
south-west coastal county of Cornwall played host to a number of the film’s scenes. The
garden of the charming National Trust property Antony House and the picturesque
Charlestown Harbour in the bustling market town of St Austell – from where Alice sets sail
from China – both feature in the film. Burton (and Alice) returned to Wonderland in 2016
for sequel Alice Through the Looking Glass. Among the locations used was Gloucester
Docks – a remarkably complete example of a Victorian port in south-west England near to
Bristol. Visit two museums, take a boat-trip and enjoy some retail therapy at the
Gloucester Quays Designer Outlet Centre, offering big discounts on high street prices.
The university city of Oxford is also
forever linked with the original story of
Alice in Wonderland. Lewis Carroll would
take the young Alice Liddell – the
inspiration of his story – punting, all the
while telling her tales of Alice and the
white rabbit. Visitors can find their own
inspiration too with one of the many
punting companies available on the river.
Following a punt, check out The Alice’s
Shop located opposite Christ Church
Alice and friends © VisitEngland/ Experience
College, for Alice-related gifts; it was once
Oxfordshire
the sweet shop Alice Liddell visited 150
years ago and was written into Alice Through the Looking Glass.
Want to tumble down the rabbit hole yourself? Join immersive theatre company Les
Enfant Terribles for Alice Underground, taking place in London in a vault deep under
Waterloo station. Your decisions will influence the story – join the Mad Hatter’s tea party,
or join the rebellion against the Queen of Hearts.
www.lewiscarrollcentre.org.uk, www.visitoxfordandoxfordshire.com
www.aliceinwonderlandshop.co.uk, www.alice-underground.com
JRR Tolkien
While his tomes have recently been transformed to the silver screen, with much made of
the New Zealand location used to portray Middle Earth, the author of Lord of the Rings
and The Hobbit was Birmingham-raised and Oxford-educated who found inspiration for his
fantasy adventures around Britain.
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Tolkien admitted that his writings had been greatly
influenced by some of the places he grew up around
in Birmingham in central England. Want to visit The
Shire? Just a short walk from the Tolkiens’ family
house on Wake Green Road is Sarehole Mill where
Tolkien played as a child. Some of its features are
thought to have been incorporated in to Hobbiton –
home to Bilbo and Frodo Baggins. Each year, a
Middle Earth Weekend is held alongside the mill, in
the Shire Country Park, to celebrate Tolkien and the
area.
In 1900 the family moved to Edgbaston, slightly
outside of the city centre, and this is where you can
find the Two Towers. It is believed that they were
inspired by two buildings local to this area – Perrott’s
A touch of Hobbiton: Sarehill Mill ©
VisitBritain/ Howard Sayer
Folly and Edgbaston Waterworks Tower. Luckily
Saruman – one of the evil residents of the Two Towers – is no-where to be found.
www.birmingham.gov.uk/sarehole
AA Milne
2016 marked the 90th anniversary of the publication of Winnie-the-Pooh, A.A Milne’s first
book about Britain’s beloved bear. In a new story to mark the occasion, Pooh travelled to
London to meet Her Majesty The Queen, but you can retrace his paw-prints to the Hundred
Acre Wood.
Milne lived in Hartfield, East Sussex,
and the nearby Ashdown Forest
served as inspiration for the setting
of his stories. Take a wander and
discover the North Pole, which
Christopher Robin used to save baby
Roo from a stream. In a more
reflective mood? You can also visit
Eeyore’s Gloomy Place (happier than
it sounds!), and The Enchanted Place
– magical because no-one could ever
decide how many trees there were
there. Round the adventure off with
Playing Poohsticks © VisitBritain/ Martin Brent
a game of Poohsticks, using the
stream under Poohsticks Bridge. You can also visit nearby Pooh Country, where you can
also buy Pooh merchandise and take tea in Piglet’s Tea Room.
www.ashdownforest.org/winnie-the-pooh/pooh.php, www.pooh-country.co.uk
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Culture for the whole family
A trip with the whole family can be tricky to plan: how to find something that will keep the
children occupied yet be at a pace grandparents can enjoy? Luckily Britain is full of
museums, galleries and festivals that cater to families traveling with kids, teenagers and
grandparents. And with many cultural attractions with free admission, it’s the perfect
destination for an extra-special family reunion.
Walk back in time at Titanic Belfast, Northern Ireland
For the grown-ups: The Titanic Belfast was voted Europe’s leading visitor attraction by the
World Travel Awards, ahead of the Eiffel Tower and the Colosseum. Adults will marvel at
the sheer size of the ship – her length is mapped out in white lines on the floor.
Grandparents can enjoy a genteel afternoon tea in the opulent surroundings of the Titanic
suite where jazz musicians add even more atmosphere
For the children: With six storeys of interactive exhibits, here is plenty to keep small hands
busy. Riding the indoor cable car through different stages of the construction, complete
with sound effects, will leave kids awe-struck. www.titanicbelfast.com
Getting there: Belfast is the capital city of Northern Ireland and is reachable by its
International airport.

Party and play at Latitude pop festival, eastern
England
For grown-ups: Entertainment from headline bands on
the main stage, talks and lectures to keep the brain
cells firing, and even a healing area mean every need
is taken care of. There’s something to suit all ages –
from literature, to dance and cabaret. Don’t fancy
camping? There’s a range of accommodation
packages on offer – the whole family can stay in tipis,
or a hotel.
For children: Arranged around the grassy banks of the
Latitude Lake is a kids’ area, where children are
entertained with fire shows, pizza-making, traditional
woodland crafts and exciting science experiments. For
slightly older children there’s a teen area where
music, media, fashion and technology workshops
take place and teenagers can even learn wildlife
survival skills. www.latitudefestival.co.uk

All the fun of the fair at the Latitude
Festival © Lauren Macabee

Getting there: Latitude takes place every July in the beautiful grounds of Henham Park in
Suffolk on the east coast of England, around two hours via train from London.
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Walk down memory lane at the
Museum of Childhood in Edinburgh,
Scotland
For the grown-ups: Nostalgia is the
order of the day for parents and
grandparents who are bound to
recognise many of the toys on
display. Hearing the sounds of a
1930s schoolroom and seeing a
recreated Victorian street complete
with vintage outdoor toys may bring
back memories of older generations.

Sound of the past: record players at the Museum of
Childhood

For the children: In a world of iPads
and TV, kids can find out about what life was like for children growing up without many of
the comforts of the more modern world. There are hands-on activities, including a puppet
theatre and dressing-up area, as well as toys and games from across the generations.
www.edinburghmuseums.org.uk/venues/museum-of-childhood
Getting there: Edinburgh is the capital city of Scotland, accessible by its international
airport and by direct train from London and Manchester.

Explore Wales’ unique cultural heritage at St Fagans National History Museum in Cardiff
For the grown-ups: St Fagans open-air living museums has 100 acres of parkland with
more than 40 original buildings from various historical periods to explore. Go on a ghost
walk, and browse stalls showcasing the finest in Welsh produce every Sunday at the Food
Market. Set in the grounds of the late 16th-century manor house, the accompanying
gardens are perhaps the best-kept secret at St Fagans, and a wander around the Italian
Garden, thyme garden, fish ponds, fountains, a mulberry grove and vinery is a must for
green-fingered grandparents. www.museumwales.ac.uk/stfagans
For the children: Kids will enjoy meeting friendly craftsmen, and learning about weaving
and milling flour, as well as the museum’s wide range of animal residents. Demonstrations,
re-enactments and hands-on art and crafts are on offer for older children.
Getting there: Cardiff is in the south of Wales, with direct rail links from London in just
over two hours.
Introduce the kids to modern art at Tate Modern, London, south-east England
For the grown-ups: Art-loving parents can introduce their children to some of the world’s
best modern art in a relaxed and inspiring environment. Boredom won’t be a problem with
various open studios and activities for families, while grandparents can join one of the
daily tours offering deeper insights in to the Tate’s collection.
For the children: The Turbine Hall provides a welcome space for little ones to run among
installation work from world-class artists, while school age children can spot iconic works
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from Picasso, Rothko and Salvador Dali in the free collections. www.tate.org.uk/visit/tatemodern
Getting there: Tate Modern is located on the Southbank. The nearest London underground
station is Southwark.

Explore literary legends in the Lake
District, north west England
For the grown-ups: Fans of William
Wordsworth, Samuel Coleridge,
Thomas de Quincey and John Ruskin
can explore the landscape that
inspired the Romantic poets,
including Dove Cottage in Grasmere,
where Wordsworth wrote some of his
greatest poetry. Grandparents may
enjoy a wander around historic
Muncaster Castle and experience the
Dove Cottage in the Lake District
'Gateway to Paradise', as described
by Victorian art critic John Ruskin, with views over to Ravenglass and over the Esk Valley
towards Scafell Pike. www.muncaster.co.uk; www.wordsworth.org.uk/visit/dovecottage.html
For the children: Little lovers of Peter Rabbit will enjoy a visit to The World of Beatrix
Potter where they can explore Mrs Tiggy-Winkle's kitchen, paint a ceramic Jemima PuddleDuck, and enjoy a Peter Rabbit picnic basket in the tea room. www.hop-skip-jump.com
Getting there: The Lake District is a mountainous region in Cumbria, north-west England,
approximately three hours 30 minutes by train from London and two hours by train from
Manchester.

Take a behind-the-scenes tour of the Harry Potter films in Hertfordshire, south-east
England
For the grown-ups: Even adults who have never read the books rave about this walking
tour that takes your family behind-the-scenes of the magical films. For an extra special
family experience, visit during the winter and see Hogwarts in the snow, with the sets
decorated as they would have been for the film’s festive scenes. Older grandparents can
request a folding stool so they can sit back and relax if needed.
For the children: Browse at the pace of a five-year-old or a 15-year-old through the
hangers where filming took place, taking in highlights such as the Great Hall, and
Gryffindor’s common room. Children can get their own activity passport, collecting stamps
along the way, and hunting for the golden snitch. www.wbstudiotour.co.uk
Getting there: The nearest railway station is Watford Junction and direct services arrive
there from both London Euston (20 minute journey) and Birmingham New Street (one
hour journey). Tour tickets must be purchased in advance.
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Child-friendly culture
From museums and galleries where kids can get creative, touch things, dress up or run
around, to interactive theatre shows where they can make noise without being told off,
here’s our round-up of some of the best child-friendly cultural experiences in Britain.
Horniman Museum, London,
south-east England
A fun and educational
anthropological museum set in 16
acres of landscaped gardens, the
Horniman provides extensive
facilities for families, including a
nature trail activity walk,
weekend workshops and a Hands
On Base where children can
touch and explore museum
objects from around the world.
There’s a hugely popular
Children will love the aquarium at the Horniman Museum ©
aquarium, and the Nature Base
Laura Mtungwazi
explores the natural world with
exhibits including the Horniman Museum beehive. www.horniman.ac.uk
Getting there: The museum is a short walk from Forest Hill station, which is served by
London Overground and mainline trains. The journey in to central London takes
approximately 15 minutes.
Little Angel Theatre, London, south-east England
Children’s puppet theatre, Little Angel, takes little ones on an theatrical adventure with the
help of hand-made puppets (recommended for age two to six). The Islington theatre hosts
regular family fun arts and crafts sessions and Puppet Clubs for kids to get involved with.
They also hold ‘Relaxed Performances’ for kids uncomfortable with sudden lighting
changes or loud noises, including those with an Autistic Spectrum condition, sensory or
communication needs, or a learning disability. www.littleangeltheatre.com
Getting there: The nearest London underground station is Angel.
Dinosaur Adventure Park, Norfolk, east England
Kids will love following a wooded trail, complete with the prehistoric grunts and roars of
life-size dinosaurs like Tyrannosaurus rex and Brontosaurus, at this educational and fun
adventure park. A Stone Age Road Race, indoor play area, farm-yard and Pterodactyl
Treehouse will keep little ones busy all day as their imaginations run wild. Thrill-seeking
kids will love the 20 water play features in Dippy’s Splash Zone, while dinosaur fanatics
can brush up their knowledge at The Palaeontologist Camp. www.dinosauradventure.co.uk
Getting there: Norfolk is in East Anglia and is served by Norwich International Airport.
Train times from London are approximately four hours.
Crathes Castle and Gardens, Aberdeenshire, Scotland
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A day out to atmospheric 16th-century Crathes Castle will enchant children and parents
alike. Home to a Walled Garden, fountain, rose gardens, yew hedges and colourful borders,
kids will appreciate the chance to spot a rich variety of wildlife while parents take in the
period furniture and original features of the castle interior. For intrepid youngsters, there’s
an adventure playground and Go Ape tree-top course, as well as family trails, children’s
quizzes and picnic areas. www.nts.org.uk/Property/Crathes-Castle-Garden-and-Estate
Getting there: Crathes Castle is located 15 miles west of Aberdeen in the north-east of
Scotland. Trains from Edinburgh take approximately two hours 30 minutes.

Children admire the trophy cabinet at the National
Football Museum

National Football Museum,
Manchester, north-west England
Football mad kids will love exploring
the National Football Museum’s vast
collection of colourful memorabilia,
player profiles, football kits and
photographs chronicling the history
of the beautiful game. The Discovery
Zone is a place where children can
dress up as footballers and in the
storytelling corner they can listen to
stories of teams’ triumphs. The
Museum even run Baby Moves
sessions using music and movement
to get tiny ones in to training early.

www.nationalfootballmuseum.com
Getting there: Manchester is a city in the north west of England, around two hours by train
from London.
Big Pit National Coal Museum, Torfaen, Wales
Exploring the cultural heritage of Wales, this former coal mine features displays that detail
the hard work and sacrifice involved in getting coal from the earth. Entertaining as well as
educational, an underground tour in which visitors don helmets and cap lamps before
being lowered 90m below the ground for a walk around the mine's tunnels is a big hit with
kids, while exhibitions tell the story of mining in Wales. www.museum.wales/bigpit
Getting there: Big Pit is in Torfaen, south Wales. Trains from Cardiff, the Welsh capital,
take around one hour 30 minutes.
Ulster Museum, Belfast, Northern Ireland
From Peter the polar bear in the Nature Zone to Takabuti the Egyptian mummy in the
History Zone, there’s plenty to keep kids imagination’s buzzing at Ulster Museum. Three
new discover centres give eager youngsters the chance to handle real bones, fossils and
shells, have a go at making artwork, solve puzzles, become an archaeologist by rebuilding
pots and skulls and dressing like a Victorian. www.nmni.com
Getting there: Belfast is the capital city of Northern Ireland, and is served by an
international airport.
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Directory
Free museums and galleries
London
The British Museum
The British Museum holds world-class collections including the Rosetta Stone, the
Parthenon sculptures and Egyptian mummies. The building itself is stunning; the core was
designed in the 19th century and the Great Court, designed by world-famous British
architect Norman Foster, is an iconic London feature.
www.britishmuseum.org
National Gallery
Home to Van Gogh’s Sunflowers and stunning works by Leonardo da Vinci and the French
Impressionists, the National Gallery is one of London’s unmissable sights.
www.nationalgallery.org.uk
Natural History Museum
Situated on the pedestrianised Exhibition Road in South Kensington, the Natural History
Museum is home to an extensive dinosaur gallery, a giant sequoia tree dating back 1,300
years and offers the chance to see how it feels to be in a volcano or earthquake.
www.nhm.ac.uk
Science Museum
A great museum for all ages, the Science Museum boasts interactive exhibits, fascinating
objects and an IMAX 3D Cinema. It also offers an adults-only “Lates” programme on the
last Wednesday of the month, offering strange and wonderful experiences – past hits have
included a silent disco among exhibits with a group of strangers.
www.sciencemuseum.org.uk
Tate Modern
Rothko, Pollock, Warhol and Hockney grace the walls of the Tate Modern, a free-to-visit
contemporary art gallery that is particularly renowned for the installations in its vast
Turbine Hall. The oil tanks at the building’s base have been turned into a new space; ‘The
Tanks’, which opened in 2016, offer the world’s first museum galleries permanently
dedicated to exhibiting live art, performance, installation and film.
www.tate.org.uk
Tate Britain
Boasting an outstanding collection of paintings by Turner, Tate Britain also features a
permanent collection of historic and contemporary British art, with rooms dedicated to
Tracey Emin, John Latham and Sam Taylor-Wood.
www.tate.org.uk
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Victoria and Albert Museum
An excellent museum dedicated to both British and international art and design. Special
themed events are held every Friday of the month, with DJs, dancing, food and unique
experiences; one past event saw the museum floor covered in icing sugar and professional
dancers twirl the tango over it.
www.vam.ac.uk
The William Morris Gallery, Walthamstow, north-east London
Following a £5million refurbishment the gallery – the only public gallery devoted to
Walthamstow-born designer, craftsman, writer, socialist and conservationist William Morris
– reopened in 2012 with innovative new displays, a dedicated learning space and a
programme of temporary exhibitions.
www.wmgallery.org.uk
England
The Ashmolean, Oxford, south-east England
Founded in 1683, the Ashmolean was Britain’s first public museum and is home to Oxford
University’s world-class collection of art and archaeology. The rooftop terrace is one of the
city’s hidden treasures. Located in the city centre, it is a ten-minute walk from Oxford’s
train station.
www.ashmolean.org
The Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge, east England
The Fitzwilliam celebrated its 200th birthday in 2016, owing its foundation to a certain
Richard, VII Viscount Fitzwilliam of Merrion who, in 1816, bequeathed to the University of
Cambridge his works of art and library, together with funds to house them, in order to
further ‘the Increase of Learning and other great Objects of that Noble Foundation’.
Discover historical treasures from Egypt, Greece, Ancient Rome, Asia and more.
www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk
M Shed, Bristol, south-west England
Situated in a 1950s transit shed, M Shed tells the story of Bristol from prehistoric times to
the present day with a rich collection of objects, art and film footage. There are also
working exhibits on the harbourside including steamboats, trains and cranes, plus the
chance to add your own personal stories of Bristol through interactive displays.
www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/m-shed
Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery, central England
The Birmingham museum and art gallery, located in the city centre, boasts one of the
world's finest collections of Pre-Raphaelite art, as well as extensive collections of fine and
applied art, social history, archaeology and ethnography.
www.birminghammuseums.org.uk/bmag
National Railway Museum, York, north England
Britain’s national rail collection is housed in this impressive museum which is home to
more than one million objects that span 300 years of rail history. See the 1938 Mallard
that broke the world speed record for steam locomotives as well as the only Shin-Kansen –
better known as a ‘bullet train’ – outside of Japan.
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www.nrm.org.uk
The Hepworth, Wakefield, Yorkshire, north England
The Hepworth in Wakefield – less than an hour’s drive from the historic city of York –
opened in 2011 and was winner of the British Design Awards that same year, celebrating
the area’s unique artistic legacy and exploring the work of major contemporary artists. It is
one of Britain’s largest purpose-built galleries outside London.
www.hepworthwakefield.org
Yorkshire Sculpture Park
The UK’s leading open-air gallery, at Yorkshire Sculpture Park you can admire works by
world-leading artists at the same time as strolling around a stunning historic estate,
soaking up Yorkshire’s natural beauty. More than 100 pieces are on display at any one time
and exhibiting artists currently include Roger Hiorns, Sol LeWitt, Dennis Oppenheim,
Anthony Caro and Magdalena Abakanowicz.
www.ysp.co.uk
The Whitworth, Manchester, north-west England
The Whitworth was founded in 1889 as the first English gallery in a park and recently reopened following a £15million development. The newly transformed gallery won the Art
Fund’s Museum of the Year 2015 and VisitEngland’s gold prize for Large Visitor Attraction
of the Year 2016. There are 55,000 artworks in the Whitworth collection, a changing
roster of exhibitions and regular events at the gallery.
www.whitworth.manchester.ac.uk
The Manchester Art Gallery, north-west England
The Manchester Art Gallery opened in 1882 and houses many of the city’s most important
fine and decorative art works, but is especially renowned for its collection of 19th century
British paintings. Highlights include a collection of major Pre-Raphaelite works and the
impressionist paintings of Adolphe Valette. The gallery is an easy walk from Manchester
Piccadilly train station.
www.manchestergalleries.org
National Football Museum, Manchester, north-west England
Manchester seems a fitting location for the National Football Museum, boasting not one,
but two outstanding Premier League clubs whose fans are based all around the world. This
slick museum houses memorabilia and more, offering a sensory experience that extends to
smelling a player’s post-match socks! The museum is free but you can pay extra for
interactive experiences like having a go at your own commentary or taking part in a
penalty shoot-out.
www.nationalfootballmuseum.com
National Museums of Liverpool, north-west England
National Museums of Liverpool comprises several museums and galleries, including the
Museum of Liverpool, located in a stunning purpose-built landmark building on Liverpool’s
famous waterfront. It features a Beatles show and also explores the city’s links with
Shanghai in its East Meets West exhibition. The Walker Gallery displays works by
Rembrandt, Hockney and Monet and, across the River Mersey, is fine art gallery the Lady
Lever.
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www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk
The Great North Museum, NewcastleGateshead, north-east England
The popular Great North Museum – which welcomed one million visitors in its first six
months of reopening in 2009 – showcases the region’s fascinating Roman heritage, with
sections of Hadrian’s Wall, mummies and even a Tyrannosaurus Rex. Close to Newcastle
city centre, the museum is just a five-minute taxi journey from Newcastle Central station.
www.greatnorthmuseum.org.uk
BALTIC, NewcastleGateshead, north-east England
A major international centre for contemporary art housed in a landmark industrial building
by the River Tyne in Gateshead, which hosted the Turner Prize awards ceremony 2012.
BALTIC has no permanent collection and runs an ever-changing calendar of exhibitions
and events to give a unique and compelling insight into contemporary artistic practice.
www.balticmill.com
Tate Liverpool, north-west England
Situated on Liverpool’s Albert Dock, this is a brilliant outpost of the Tate collection of
galleries and is home to Picasso’s Weeping Woman. It also hosts many international artists’
exhibitions.
www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-liverpool
Tate St Ives and Barbara Hepworth Museum & Sculpture Garden, Cornwall, south-west
England
Tate St Ives features the work of artists who lived and worked in St Ives, Cornwall on the
south-west coast of England, as well as that of international artists. Visitors can see
Barbara Hepworth’s bronze, stone and wood sculptures in the nearby museum named
after one of the 20th century’s most important artists. St Ives is five hours 30 minutes’
drive from London.
www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-st-ives
Turner Contemporary Gallery, Margate, Kent, south-east England
Located on the Kent coast, just under two hours by train from London, is the Turner
Contemporary Gallery in Margate. The brilliant painter ‘loved Margate for the sea, the
skies, and his landlady Mrs Booth’ and more than 100 of Turner’s works, including some of
his most famous seascapes, were inspired by the east Kent coast.
www.turnercontemporary.org
Scotland
Kelvingrove Art Gallery & Museum, Glasgow
Offering 22 themed art galleries displaying more than 8,000 objects, the Kelvingrove Art
Gallery & Museum features collections spanning natural history to arms and armour, and
presents art from a range of art movements and periods of history. Its displays have been
designed with children in mind and include plenty of interaction that will appeal to all ages.
www.glasgowlife.org.uk/museums/kelvingrove
The Riverside Museum, Glasgow
Glasgow’s much-loved Museum of Transport relocated to this spectacular waterfront
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landmark in 2011 and sits by a Tall Ship, berthed alongside the museum to create a
fantastic experience in a stunning setting. The building itself is a work of art; the museum
was designed by architect Zaha Hadid, who also designed the Aquatic Centre at the
Olympic Park.
www.glasgowlife.org.uk/museums/riverside
The National Museum of Scotland
The National Museum of Scotland, located in Edinburgh, is packed with a diverse collection
that tells the history of Scotland and other parts of the world, via the themes of nature,
art, design and fashion and science and technology. There are a number of National
Museums across Scotland including the National War Museum (exploring Scotland’s
military past at Edinburgh Castle in the capital; entry is included with admission to the
Castle).
www.nms.ac.uk/national-museum-of-scotland
The National Galleries of Scotland, Edinburgh
The National Galleries of Scotland host a collection of Scottish and international art
housed in three sites across Edinburgh; the Scottish National Gallery, the Scottish National
Gallery of Modern Art and the Scottish National Portrait Gallery. There are 27 exhibitions
to visit, 55 events to attend and 3,239 artworks online to explore.
www.nationalgalleries.org
Wales
The following form part of the National Museum Wales, which also includes the National
Roman Legion Museum in Caerleon, south Wales, National Wool Museum in Llandysul, west
Wales and the National Waterfront Museum in Swansea, south Wales.
www.museumwales.ac.uk
The National Museum, Cardiff
The National Museum is home to the largest collection of Impressionist and PostImpressionist paintings outside Paris and includes Renoir's Blue Lady and La Parisienne,
Rodin's The Kiss and Monet's Water Lilies. The museum also has features large-scale
displays of natural history, science and archaeology.
www.museumwales.ac.uk/en/cardiff
The St Fagans: National History Museum, Cardiff
The St Fagans: National History Museum is one of Europe's biggest open-air museums.
Among the 40 re-erected historical buildings you can see craftsman demonstrating
traditional skills, farming of native breeds of livestock and celebrations of Welsh music and
dance.
www.museumwales.ac.uk/en/stfagans
Big Pit: National Coal Museum, Blaenavon, south Wales
This is more than just a museum; it is a real coal mine run by real miners. A 45-minute
drive north of Cardiff, visitors can venture 300 feet underground and see what life was like
down the pits as well as enjoying a multi-media tour of a modern coal mine with a virtual
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miner in the Mining Galleries and exhibitions in the Pithead Baths and historic colliery
buildings.
www.museumwales.ac.uk/en/bigpit
Northern Ireland
MAC
A thriving multi-arts centre in Belfast’s bustling Cathedral Quarter, MAC ‘selects, creates
and mixes up music, theatre, dance and art’, with local and international names featuring
on its programme of contemporary events. The venue hosts a rich variety of exhibitions
and experimental works and is located in a trendy square with lots of restaurants and
cafés.
www.themaclive.com
Ulster Museum, Belfast
The recently restored, award-winning Ulster Museum is a gem in Northern Ireland’s
cultural experiences. Home to a rich collection of art, history and natural sciences in
Belfast city centre, visitors can come face-to-face with dinosaurs, meet an Egyptian
mummy, see modern masterpieces and ancient relics and enjoy interactive displays.
www.nmni.com/um
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On stage in London (and beyond) in 2016-17
The Book of Mormon, Prince of Wales
Theatre
Running until 7 January 2017
Winner of 4 2014 Olivier Awards, this
legendary satire is still going strong
and still arguably the hottest ticket in
town, produced by South Park
creators Trey Parker and Matt Stone
and Avenue Q co-creator Robert
Lopez.
www.bookofmormonlondon.com

Trey Parker and Matt Stone with characters from The Book of
Mormon. Credit: Rainer Hosch

The Mouse Trap, St Martin's Theatre
Running until 7 January 2017
Agatha Christie's most famous stage mystery sees a group of people in a country house
cut off by snow. The gathering realise that there is a murderer in their company and the
hunt begins to find the identity of the killer. This tour will travel across the UK to more
than 20 locations.
www.the-mousetrap.co.uk

The Bodyguard, Dominion Theatre
Running until 7 January 2017
The Bodyguard, based on the smash-hit film that starred Kevin Costner and Whitney
Houston, is wowing audiences at the Dominion Theatre, London, starring Beverley Knight
as Rachel Marron.
www.thebodyguardmusical.com

Show Boat, New London Theatre
Running until 7 January 2017
Daniel Evans' popular production set on and around a Mississippi river barge theatre
during legislated racial segregation in 1880s southern America is based on the
novel by Edna Ferber, and credited as one of the first musicals with a song and narrative
structure as we know them today.
www.showboatmusical.co.uk
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Charlie and the Chocolate Factory,
Theatre Royal Drury Lane
Running until 7 January 2017
Roald Dahl's deliciously dark tale of
young Charlie Bucket and the
mysterious confectioner Mr Willy
Wonka comes to life in this hit West
End musical directed by Academy
Award® winner Sam Mendes.

Will you buy a golden ticket to the smash hit musical?

www.charlieandthechocolatefactory.com

Stomp, Ambassadors Theatre
Running until 8 January 2017
Now in its 13th year in the West End, the Olivier Award-winning percussion extravaganza
brings audiences the universal language of rhythm theatre, comedy and dance.
www.stomplondon.com

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time, Gielgud Theatre
Running until February 2017
This highly acclaimed Olivier Award-winning production is based on Mark Haddon’s popular
novel. It tells the story of fifteen-year-old Christopher, who finds a dog that has obviously
been killed, and goes about investigating who did the deed. But Christopher’s
extraordinary brain is ill-equipped to interpret everyday life. He has never ventured alone
beyond the end of his road, so how will he further investigate the mystery?
www.curiousonstage.com

Les Miserables, Queen's Theatre
Running until 4 March 2017
In October 2010 Cameron Mackintosh's legendary production of Boublil and Schonberg's
Les Miserables celebrated its 25th Anniversary in London and is now the world's longest
running musical. This international award-winning musical sweeps its audience through an
epic tale of passion and destruction, against the backdrop of a nation in the grip of
revolution.
www.lesmis.com/uk

Mamma Mia, Novello Theatre
Running until 4 March 2017
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Join the ultimate feel-good party at the world’s sunniest and most exhilarating smash-hit
musical.
www.mamma-mia.com/london.php

The Phantom of the Opera, Her Majesty's Theatre
Running until 4 March 2017
This multi-award winning musical continues to captivate audiences at Her Majesty’s
Theatre in London’s West End, after more than 12,000 performances.
www.thephantomoftheopera.com/london

The Lion King, Lyceum Theatre
Running until 2 April 2017
Disney's musical phenomenon The
Lion King continues to captivate
audiences of all ages. Combining
dazzling staging and highly
imaginative costumes, masks and
puppets, this astonishing show at the
Lyceum Theatre uses breath-taking
theatrical magic to tell the story of
Simba - join him now in his epic
journey to reclaim his kingdom!
The colourful Lion King

www.thelionking.co.uk

Dreamgirls, Savoy Theatre
21 November 2016 - 11 March 2017
Thirty-five years after the groundbreaking original Broadway production, this UK and West
End premiere of the sensational and iconic Tony Award-winning musical Dreamgirls comes
to the Savoy Theatre in November, 2016.
www.dreamgirlswestend.com

Harry Potter and The Cursed Child at Palace Theatre, London
Running until May 2017
A new play by Jack Thorne, inspired by J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter series, will debut in
London's West End this year. It sees Rowling's hero all grown up, working for the Ministry
of Magic and a father of three school-age children. The play is presented in two parts,
which are intended to be seen in order on the same day (matinee and evening) or on two
consecutive evenings.
www.harrypottertheplay.com
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Billy Elliot the Musical
Touring the UK until May 2017
Based on the successful 2000 film, this West End
production with music by Elton John tells the story of
one boy's battle against convention to pursue his love
of dance. Check tour dates and venues on the website.
www.billyelliotthemusical.com

Thriller - Live, Lyric Theatre
Running until 1 October 2017
Moonwalking into the West End after three UK tours
and standing ovations across Europe, Thriller - Live is a
spectacular, high-octane show celebrating the career
of Michael Jackson and the Jackson 5.
www.thrillerlive.com

Watch Billy's passion for dance emerge

Matilda The Musical, Cambridge Theatre
Running until 15 October 2017
This multi-award winning musical from the Royal Shakespeare Company was inspired by
the beloved book by Roald Dahl.
www.matildathemusical.com

Wicked, Apollo Victoria Theatre
Running until 4 November 2017

Wicked has been casting its magical
spell over audiences of all ages
across the world since 2003 and
continues to be a record-breaking
hit. It is has become the 16th longestrunning West End musical of all time
and earlier this year announced its
twenty-first booking extension.
Elphaba casts her Wicked spell

www.wickedthemusical.co.uk

Jersey Boys, Piccadilly Theatre
Running until 16 April 2017
The smash hit jukebox musical has extended its booking period until next year. It
dramatizes the formation, success and eventual break-up of the 1960s rock 'n
roll group The Four Seasons and songs include Big Girls Don't Cry and Can't Take My Eyes
Off You.
www.jerseyboyslondon.com
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Aladdin - Disney's New Musical, Prince Edward Theatre
Summer 2016 - 1 April 2017
Brought to theatrical life by a legendary creative team, Disney’s Broadway
musical Aladdin sweep its audience into beautiful spectacle. The musical has been a smash
hit on Broadway and includes all the memorable songs from the film including A Whole
New World, Friend Like Me, Prince Ali and Arabian Nights.
www.princeedwardtheatre.co.uk

Kinky Boots, Adelphi Theatre
Running until 6 May 2017
This feel-good, colourful, multi-awardwinning show was inspired by true
events and boasts music and lyrics by
pop icon Cyndi Lauper. Kinky Boots tells
the story of Charlie Price, who has
reluctantly inherited his father’s
Northampton shoe factory. Trying to live
up to his father’s legacy, he finds
inspiration in the form of Lola and they
join together to make shoe history.
www.kinkybootsthemusical.co.uk

Matt Henry (Lola) and Angels in Kinky Boots. Credit Matt
Crocket

Beautiful - The Carole King Musical, Aldwych Theatre
Running until 22 July 2017
Beautiful is the untold story of Carole King’s journey from schoolgirl to superstar; from her
relationship with husband and song-writing partner Gerry Goffin to her playful rivalry with
fellow song-writing duo Barry Mann and Cynthia Weil, and her remarkable rise to stardom.
www.beautifulmusical.co.uk
Opera

Les Contes d'Hoffmann, The Royal Opera House, London
7 November - 3 December 2016
Vittorio Grigòlo and Leonardo Capalbo share the title role and lead an excellent cast in this
fantastical operatic drama.
www.roh.org.uk/productions/les-contes-dhoffmann-by-john-schlesinger

Cinderella (La Cenerentola)
16 - 25 February 2017: Leeds Grand Theatre, Yorkshire, north England
2 - 4 March 2017: Theatre Royal, Newcastle, north-east England
9 - 11 March 2017: The Lowry Salford Quays, Manchester, north-west England
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16 - 18 March 2017: Grand Opera House Belfast, Northern Ireland
A new production of Rossini's sparkling comedy performed by an exciting international
cast. A much-loved fairy tale, but not quite as you know it. Cinderella scrubs the floor of a
dance school and dreams of a better life. A prince arrives seeking a companion and so this
sparkling romcom is set in motion.Cinderella’s stepfather Don Magnifico and the Prince’s
servant Dandini are marvellous comic creations. Sung in Italian with English subtitles.
www.operanorth.co.uk/productions/cinderella
The Royal Opera House, London
16 January– 4 July 2017: La traviata by Giuseppe Verdi
Joyce El-Khoury, Ekaterina Bakanova and Corinne Winters lead three excellent casts in
Richard Eyre’s much-loved production of Verdi’s most famous opera.
23 March – 25 April 2017: Madama Butterfly by Giacomo Puccini
Antonio Pappano and Renato Balsadonna conduct two great casts led by Ermonela Jaho
and Ana María Martínez in Puccini’s deeply poignant opera.
21 June – 15 July 2017: Otello by Giuseppe Verdi
Antonio Pappano conducts a new production of Verdi’s thrilling Shakespeare-inspired
opera directed by Keith Warner, starring Jonas Kaufmann and Gregory Kunde in the title
role.
19 – 20 July 2017: The Merchant of Venice by André Tchaikowsky, Welsh National Opera
Tchaikowsky’s Shakespeare-inspired opera is an important rediscovery in 20th-century
opera and receives its London premiere in this new production directed by Keith Warner.
5 – 16 July 2017: Turandot by Giacomo Puccini
Andrei Serban’s striking staging of Puccini’s final opera. In ancient Beijing, beautiful
Princess Turandot decrees that she will marry the prince who can solve three riddles.
Those who fail are put to death. Music of exotic colour and overwhelming power, including
the famous and instantly recognisable ‘Nessun Dorma’.
www.roh.org.uk

Le Vin herbé (Love’s Poisoned Chalice), Welsh National Opera
16 February: Wales Millenium Centre, Cardiff, Wales
21 March: Milton Keynes Theatre, south-east England
28 March: The Bristol Hippodrome, Bristol, south-west England
4 April: Venue Cymru, Llandudno, Wales
18 April: Theatre Royal, Plymouth, Devon, south-west England
25 April: Mayflower Theatre, Southampton, south England
Spring 2017 brings Frank Martin’s touching and eloquent re-telling of the Tristan and Isolde
story, Le Vin herbé, (meaning the spiked drink!).
www.wno.org.uk/season/loves-poisoned-chalice
Glyndebourne Festival 2017
Britain’s most famous opera festival has another brilliant summer schedule for 2017:
20 May – 8 July: Hipermestra by Francesco Cavalli

Culture is GREAT |148

21 May – 19 June: La traviata by Giuseppe Verdi
11 June – 6 July: Hamlet by Brett Dean
25 June – 27 July: Ariadne auf Naxos by Richard Strauss
13 July – 23 August: Don Pasquale by Gaetano Donizetti
26 July – 26 August: La clemenza di Tito by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
www.glyndebourne.com/festival_2017
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