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Luxury is GREAT – why?
Britain has developed a taste for luxury over the centuries, and perfected the art of
showcasing its elegant side to visitors. Enjoy fashionable restaurants, shopping and
culture, hire historical castles and islands to stay and play at, and take a classic car for a
spin around the countryside. Get a taste for the life lived by royalty and the aristocracy at
the key dates of the social calendar, from Royal Ascot to Wimbledon. And when it comes to
shopping, seek out the royal crest above shop doors to unlock the highest quality products
favoured by none other than the Queen.
Did you know…?
-

Britain is home to the world’s most expensive bowl of soup (see page eight)
The same architect designed world-famous department store Harrods and luxury
five-star hotel Claridges (see page 15)
Author Rudyard Kipling wrote The Jungle Book while staying in Brown’s Hotel in
Mayfair, London (see page 17)
You can hire a whole island or castle! (see page 22)
A morning suit and top hat are must-wears for men at Royal Ascot (see page 25)
One of Britain’s most exclusive spa treatments involves 24 carat gold (see page 31)
The Prince of Wales buys his socks from Corgi, and so can you! (see page 40)
Harrods has its very own Fairy Godmother-in-Training to help little princesses (see
page 49)
You can commission a piece in your clan’s tartan In Scotland, or design your own
tartan completely from scratch (see page 51)
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Six of the best: Michelin-starred restaurants
Widely regarded as the hallmark of fine dining, the Michelin star is arguably one of the
most sought-after awards for many chefs, and is sign of dining excellence. Here we’ve
rounded up some of the crème de la crème of Michelin-starred restaurants, where you can
enjoy world-class dining experiences.
The Fat Duck, Windsor, south-east
England
Housed in an unassuming cottage in
the village of Bray, around an hour’s
drive from London, Heston
Blumenthal’s The Fat Duck is
anything but ordinary. Being awarded
three stars in 2017’s Michelin Guide
saw it join an elite group of the
world’s best restaurants - it’s one of
only four in Britain to achieve the
highest star rating. Described as a
dining experience rather than simply
'Just the tonic!' at The Fat Duck in Bray, England
dining, the menu comprises of an
itinerary with no details of the meal itself, adding the mystery of the experience. Expect
outstanding flavours in this imaginative feast.
Hrishi at the Gilpin Hotel & Lake
House, Cumbria, north-west England
Entwined with Cumbria's fascinating
history with the spice trade, as well
its rich heritage and local
specialities, Hrishi combines Lake
District produce with a twist of Asia,
and holds one Michelin star. Dishes
include ceviche of Kyle of Lochalsh
scallops, chilli-glazed poached
lobster, and roast breast of
Goosnargh duck. The restaurant is
housed in The Gilpin Hotel & Lake
Dining in the Garden Room at The Gilpin Hotel, Cumbria House which features spacious, quiet
© Cumbria Tourism
rooms, serene views and all the
latest mod cons. Its luxurious spa lodges are cedar-clad and house a private en suite spa,
with treatment area, steam room, rain maker shower and sauna. The hotel is around a one
hour 30 minute drive from Manchester.
The Raby Hunt, County Durham, north-east England
The Raby Hunt was awarded its first Michelin star in 2012, and gained its second in the
2017 Michelin Guide. Try its nine-course tasting menu for Saturday lunch, or the ten course
tasting menu, available from Wednesday to Saturday evenings. Dine on seasonal delicacies
like Lindisfarne oyster, sea bream, raw beef and razor clams, in an idyllic 19th century inn
under an hour’s drive from Newcastle.
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The Peat Inn, Fife, Scotland
This award-winning Scottish
restaurant with rooms dates from the
1700s and can be found in Fife by St
Andrews, just over an hour’s drive
from Edinburgh. With eight luxury
suites and discreet, attentive service,
the quality of the hotel makes its way
to the dining which offers Michelin
star-level service. The Peat Inn
restaurant uses only the very best of
local produce and has an extensive
wine list. Try dishes like warm St
A main course of fillet of lemon sole, at The Peat Inn ©
Andrews Bay lobster and satay
Paul Tomkins, VisitScotland
sauce, home-smoked monkfish, wild
Cairngorm roe deer, and pink grapefruit parfait.
Sosban & the Old Butchers, Isle of
Anglesey, Wales
Head to the heart of the small town
of Menai Bridge on the Isle of
Anglesey, off the coast of north
Wales, and you'll find Sosban & the
Old Butchers. Awarded its first
Michelin star for 2017, the restaurant
is housed within a historical butcher's
shop and displays hand-painted tiles
from its past life. Urging its guests to
'forget the menu, savour the
experience', the restaurant is around
Comfortable interiors of Sosban & the Old Butchers, Wales
one hour 30 minutes by road from
Liverpool. It serves a surprise six to seven course menu that embraces bold-flavoured
modern dishes, with original and personal touches.
The Isle of Eriska Hotel, Scotland
The Isle of Eriska Hotel sits on a
private island off Scotland’s beautiful
west coast, just over two hours’ drive
from Glasgow. Its Restaurant holds
one Michelin star and uses
ingredients from the island as well as
from the hotel’s organic kitchen
garden. Expect an extensive wine list,
a farmhouse cheese trolley and a
gourmet four-course meal. For a
comfortable dining experience tables
are reserved for the whole evening,
meaning you can really relax and
enjoy your meal.

The Isle of Eriska Hotel on the Isle of Eriska, Scotland. ©
VisitScotland
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Six of the best: exclusive dining experiences
Looking for an extra-special dining experience? Many restaurants across Britain offer
tables where you can dine away from the rest of guests, and perhaps even enjoy close-up
views of the chefs at work. Take a seat at one of the following.
The Three Chimneys, Isle of Skye,
Scotland
The beautiful Isle of Skye sits off
Scotland’s north-west coast, and is
connected to the mainland by a
bridge. On Skye’s eastern coast is
renowned restaurant The Three
Chimneys, which sits next door to
five-star accommodation The House
Over-By. The restaurant is run by
head chef Scott Davies. For a special
dining experience book the kitchen
table – as the name suggests, it sits at
Sit at The Three Chimneys’ Kitchen Table © Angus Bremner
the heart of the kitchen. You’ll be
surrounded by Scott and his staff, with a great view of the team’s cookery skills – you may
even be asked to help prepare or plate-up your dishes, made up of fresh ingredients
sourced from Skye. The table seats up to eight.
Aulis at L’Enclume, Cumbria, north-west England
L’Enclume is frequently cited as Britain’s best restaurant by the Good Food Guide, and
holds two Michelin stars. Located in Cumbria, under an hour’s drive from England’s famous
Lake District, the riverside restaurant is the brainchild of chef Simon Rogan, and
showcases home-grown and hand-picked ingredients. For a truly unique experience, book a
seat at Aulis at L’Enclume – a combined chef’s table and development kitchen. Get an
exclusive first-look at dishes that will feature on the main restaurant’s menu, and get a
close-up view of some of the technology in one of Britain’s most high-tech cooking
facilities. Aulis seats up to six guests at a sharing table.
The gazebo at Gravetye Manor,
Sussex, south-east England
Built in 1598, Gravetye Manor is a
country house hotel in the small
village of West Hoathly in Sussex,
around an hour by train from
London. The manor house is
surrounded by gardens originally
designed by one-time resident
William Robinson – a hugelyinfluential plantsman who pioneered
the English cottage garden style. An
oak gazebo in the grounds is a
perfect place to enjoy the gardens,
as well as food from the Michelin-

Enjoy the gardens in the Gravetye Manor gazebo © Gravetye
Manor
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starred on-site restaurant. Enjoy ingredients sourced and foraged from the manor’s walled
kitchen garden and estate, and enjoy views over a meadow and down to a lake. The gazebo
is available between May and September and seats up to 12 people.
The chef’s table at Northcote,
Blackburn, north-west England
Northcote is a small, luxury hotel in
the heart of Lancashire - around an
hour’s drive from Manchester - and
boasts a Michelin-starred restaurant.
Get a unique insight in to how a
quality kitchen is run by booking the
chef’s table. You’ll be at the heart of
the action, with only sliding glass
doors separating you from the kitchen
team. Screens in the room provide
close-ups showing how things are
Close to the kitchen at Northcote
done in more detail. Choose from a
five or seven-course menu, create your own, or enjoy a traditional Sunday roast. The table
seats up to 14 guests.
The sommelier’s table at Hélène
Darroze at The Connaught, London,
south-east England
The Connaught in London’s Mayfair
is one of the capital’s grand five-star
hotels. As well as opulent rooms, it
also houses a two Michelin-star
restaurant – Hélène Darroze at The
Connaught. Beneath the hotel’s
kitchens is its limestone cellar,
which contains 6,000 vintage wines,
and an intimate dining room holding
the exclusive sommelier’s table.
Take a tour of the cellar with the
Exclusive: the sommelier’s table at the Connaught
sommelier before enjoying a fourcourse lunch or dinner, or create your own bespoke experience where you can sample six
courses and collaborate with the sommelier on the wine choices before you dine. The table
seats up to eight guests.
Ynshir Hall, Powys, mid-Wales
Ynyshir Hall, in Powys mid-Wales was
once owned by Queen Victoria as a
hidden retreat, and is now a Michelinstarred restaurant with rooms. Near
to Snowdonia National Park, the
restaurant is run by head chef Gareth
Ward and offers innovative, creative
tasting menus using Welsh and
British produce. For a private dining
Luxury is GREAT | 6
Fresh Welsh produce: the exterior of Ynyshir Hall

experience, you can book the chef’s table, which seats up to six, and see Gareth at work.
Watch him create a surprise tasting menu, and learn how each of the dishes is prepared
and cooked.
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Six of the best: exclusive dishes and ingredients
From the most expensive bowl of soup in the world to a £3,500 tin of caviar, here are six
of the most luxurious, exclusive foods known to man - and they can all be eaten in Britain.
So if you have a taste not just for the finer things in life, but the very finest, splash the
cash and tuck into these decadent delicacies!
Almas caviar
Worthy of kings and emperors, this
rarest of caviars is considered the
height of culinary decadence. The
delicacy of caviar consists of saltcured fish eggs (roe) from wild
sturgeon in the Caspian and Black
Sea, of which Beluga is the most
prized. Almas is the rarest type of
Beluga caviar, coming from an albino
female sturgeon aged between 60100 years old. Produced in very small
quantities, prices reach almost
Go for gold with Caviar House & Prunier Almas caviar.
£25,000 per kilogram. These tiny
golden eggs have always been
treasured; Persians believed they enhanced the physical strength of those who ate them,
and the Romans thought they had medicinal properties. The best way to enjoy Alma
caviar’s intense nutty, creamy taste is to serve it cold in a non-metallic dish using a mother
of pearl spoon, or on toast or blinis, taking care not to crush the eggs.
Where can I eat it? A British retailer producing its own Almas caviar is Caviar House &
Prunier in London. This luxurious brand has its own Seafood Bar in Piccadilly, as well as
outlets in Harrods Food Hall in Knightsbridge, Selfridges on Oxford Street and terminals at
Heathrow Airport. For £3,500, you can enjoy the best Almas caviar the world has to offer
served in a 24-carat gold tin. Just remember to keep the tin as a souvenir!
White Alba truffles
White Alba truffles are one of the
world’s rarest and most expensive
ingredients, with 1kg costing almost
£3,000 in the auctions of northern
Italy. Legendary French gourmet
Jean Anthelme Brillat-Savarin called
them "diamonds of the kitchen". The
truffle season runs from the end of
October until early January and, to
get your money’s worth, look out for
a good depth of smell and flavour.
Enjoy Alba truffles at 45 Jermyn St with Lee Streeton’s
decadent Champagne truffle risotto.

Where can I eat it? Lee Streeton,
head chef at Fortnum & Mason’s 45
Jermyn St in St James, London, features white Alba truffle on his menu in creations like
Champagne truffle risotto and woodland mushroom tortellini.
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The Sound of the Sea at The Fat Duck
The Fat Duck delivers a truly extraordinary
experience for your taste buds. Chef
Heston Blumenthal is known for
experimenting with the scientific side of
flavour in his surprising menus and it really
works – the restaurant is one of only four
in Britain to hold three Michelin stars. Its
17-course set menu will set you back £255
a head, and a further £155 if you order the
suggested accompanying wines.
Blumenthal wants his diners not to just
enjoy a meal, but go on a ‘journey’ that
triggers childhood memories. Some critics
have likened him to Willy Wonka, due to
curious dishes like The Sound of the Sea - a Heston Blumenthal is affectionately known as the
‘Willy Wonka’ of the restaurant world.
striking plate of seafood served alongside
a large sea shell with a hidden iPod playing
the sound of crashing waves. Designed to take the diner’s senses to a day at the beach, the
dish’s ingredients include oyster leaf salad - which, bizarrely, taste exactly like an oyster.
Where can I eat it? The Fat Duck is in Bray, Berkshire, south-east England, around an
hour’s drive from London. The restaurant’s exclusivity requires early booking – sometimes
months in advance.
Welsh Wagyu beef
Wagyu, also known as Kobe beef, comes from Wagyu cattle raised in the Hyogo region of
Japan and is well-loved for its rich flavour and melt-in-your-mouth texture, due to its
superior fat marbling. It’s even said that as part of the rearing process, farmers give the
cattle massages. The result is the juiciest, richest steak in the world. But thanks to Welsh
farmer Ifor Humphreys, you don’t have to go to Japan to try it, because he produces multi
award-winning Wagyu beef in Wales. Born in Powys, mid-Wales, Ifor has farmed all his life
and his Welsh Wagyu cattle are reared on clover-rich pastures, as well as grass, hay and
grain – plus the occasional massage!
Where can I eat it? Order Welsh Wagu it at Ynyshir Hall in Machynlleth or Mirrens in
Newtown – both restaurants are located in Powys, mid-Wales. It is also available to buy at
Turner & George Butchers in Selfridges Food Hall in London.
The Bruar Banquet Hamper
If you’re after an authentic Scottish hamper packed full of the very best gourmet produce
and have £495 to spare, go for the Bruar Banquet Hamper, available at House of Bruar’s
Food Hall. This decadent flagship hamper includes exclusive House of Bruar favourites
such as malt whisky, smoked salmon, clotted cream shortbread, Rannoch smoked venison
and Charbonnel et Walker plain truffles with gold leaf.
Where can I eat it? House of Bruar has a reputation for quality Scottish clothing and
produce and is approximately 10 miles north of Pitlochry in Perthshire, Scotland – around
an hour’s drive from Dundee.
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Buddha Jumps Over the Wall soup
Soup is usually one of the cheaper dishes on a restaurant menu - but not at Kai Mayfair in
London! At £108 a bowl this very special dish is the world’s most expensive fish soup,
according to the Guinness World Book of Records. Its intriguing name comes from the
legend that a scholar was cooking the soup near a Buddhist monastery and its appetising
scent reached a meditating monk; temptation got the better of him and he jumped over
the fence to get some. But what makes it so pricey? Well, this is no ordinary soup - it
requires more than 30 ingredients and is enriched with ocean treasures, including abalone
(large sea snails), sea cucumber and dried scallops, as well as Japanese flower mushroom.
Where can I eat it? Kai Mayfair is an elegant Chinese restaurant in central London. The
dish takes days to craft, so be sure to let the restaurant know at least five days in advance
that you want to try a bowl of its prized creation.
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Six of the best: luxury cooking courses
Ever wondered what happens behind the scenes of a Michelin-starred chef’s awardwinning kitchen, or wanted to learn the secrets of how to produce top-level restaurant
dishes? Whether you’re a total novice or a talented amateur, Britain’s best cookery
schools have a course for you. So tie on your apron, unleash your creativity, and get
cooking!
Swinton Park Cookery School,
Yorkshire, northern England
Set in the grounds of a 17th century
castle hotel, Swinton Park Cookery
School looks out on a backdrop of
majestic turrets and lush parkland. In
this tranquil environment students
work their way through hands-on
courses, covering a range of themes
and techniques – from exciting dinner
party menus to ‘Wild about Food’
foraging courses – and even pick
fresh fruit, vegetables and herbs from
Turn freshly picked produce into impressive dishes at
Swinton Park Cookery School.
the hotel’s four-acre walled kitchen
garden to use in their cooking. The school offers half-day, full-day and two-day courses, as
well as different levels of complexity - from children’s cookery lessons to fine dining.

Belmond Le Manoir aux Quat’Saisons,
Oxfordshire, south-east England
For a supreme foodie retreat
surrounded by orchards and gardens
in the beautiful English countryside,
book into star chef Raymond Blanc’s
Cookery School at his intimate luxury
hotel and restaurant, Belmond Le
Manoir aux Quat’Saisons. Heralded as
one of Britain’s finest gastronomic
experiences, it’s held two Michelin
stars since opening in 1984 – so what
better place to learn how to wow
your dinner party guests? Head tutor
Follow Chef Raymond Blanc’s footsteps at his Oxfordshire
Mark Peregrine and his expert team
cookery retreat.
give students the skills to create
incredible dishes, including signature recipes from Raymond Blanc’s own culinary journey.
The school offers a huge range of options, from ‘Mama Blanc’s Classic Cuisine’ and parentand-children cooking days, to a private cooking class or a four-day residential course
including accommodation and evening dining.
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Angela Gray’s Cookery School at Llanerch Vineyard, Vale of Glamorgan, south Wales
Head into picturesque south Wales, just 20 minutes from Cardiff, for a cookery
masterclass at the culinary oasis of Angela Gray’s Cookery School at Llanerch Vineyard.
Food writer and former chef to famous composer Andrew Lloyd Webber, Angela teaches
the majority of her classes, which are open to all ages and levels of expertise, allowing
students to develop their culinary skills in a relaxed, informal environment. Angela has a
tireless passion for teaching people to cook and her students make up to five dishes during
a class.
The Kitchen at Chewton Glen,
Hampshire, southern England
Set just a few minutes’ walk from the
sea on the edge of the New Forest
National Park, this world-renowned
boutique hotel wins award after
award - so its new purpose-built
cookery school is set to be something
special. Opening in March 2017, The
Kitchen at Chewton Glen will be
headed up by chef tutor Rob Cottam,
as well as visiting celebrity chefs.
Cook delicious dishes with fresh produce picked from
There will be classes suitable for all
Chewton Glen's plentiful Kitchen Garden.
skills and ability levels and a
dedicated kitchen garden providing ingredients for students.
Leiths School of Food and Wine, London, south-east England
This renowned cookery school is regarded, quite literally, as the crème de la crème. Many
of Leiths’ alumni go on to work in Michelin-starred restaurants and the school has even
welcomed the Duchess of Cambridge as a student. Founded in 1975 by restaurateur and
writer Prue Leith, it has an outstanding international reputation, with students visiting
from all over the world. It offers courses for all abilities - discover how to cook perfect
macaroons, or get a full professional diploma.
Chef for a Day at Blackaddie Hotel, Dumfries and Galloway, Scotland
For a cookery class with a difference, head to Blackaddie Hotel, owned by Ian McAndrew.
He was the youngest British chef to gain a Michelin star in 1981 and has trained chefs who
have gone onto attain their own Michelin stars. This is not your normal cookery school, but
hands-on work in a real kitchen, with a maximum of two students at a time. Experience
what goes into a full day in the kitchens, from initial menu planning with the chefs in the
morning through to preparation and live service.
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Six of the best: exclusive drinks and clubs
Whether you love wine, whisky, or cocktails, Britain is the perfect place to enjoy an
exclusive tipple. Try one of the drinks or venues below.
Enjoy a tipple in the Savoy, London, south-east England
Head to The Savoy Hotel’s American Bar for The Original Sazerac which is made using
Sazerac de Forge from 1857, enhanced with 1950s Pernod Absinthe from Tarragona, and
Peychaud’s Bitters from the early 1900s. The drink is as close to the real thing that you’ll
find - the original is thought to have originated in pre-American Civil War New Orleans –
and costs around £5,000 a glass.

Go on a whisky journey at The Balmoral Hotel, Scotland

Go on a Whisky Journey at Balmoral
Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland
Found on the corner of Old and New
Town in Edinburgh, The Balmoral
Hotel is a five star luxury hotel and
iconic landmark of the city. Discover
Scotland's national sprit from the
comfort of the hotel's whisky bar,
Scotch. Choose your Whisky Journey,
guided by one of Scotch's
knowledgeable whisky ambassadors,
and sample some of the bar’s
collection of rare and old malts.

Have an exclusive night out at The Milton Club, Manchester, north-west England
Located in the opulent 19th-century Milton Hall, The Milton Club can be found in the heart
of Deansgate and is a private members club that takes its name from poet John Milton.
The club's interiors were designed by international designer Bernard Carroll. Become a
member and enjoy private booths, rare whiskies and cognacs, a dedicated Champagne Bar,
and an extensive wine list. Expect an elegant ambience, exceptional service and chic night
out.
Strut your stuff in 29 Glasgow, Scotland
Located close to Glasgow city centre, 29 Glasgow is an ideally located private members
club with a restaurant, bars, private dining and spa. Apply for membership and sip expertly
mixed cocktails in the exclusive Club 29, and dance the night away to the resident DJ. The
club also houses an illuminated catwalk for exclusive fashion shows and product launches.
For a more relaxed atmosphere head to the Oyster Bar, where you can enjoy a bottle of
champagne or a bourbon on the rocks.
Lose yourself in Hedonism, Mayfair, London, south-east England
Found in the heart of London's Mayfair, Hedonism is a sumptuous wine cellar boutique
shop that houses some of the finest and rarest wines in the world. Sourcing the crème de
la crème from each region of the world, some of Britain’s best buyers have acquired
roughly 5,500 wines and 3,000 spirits. Classics for you to take home include the Macallan
1938 Red Ribbon, a Courvoisier 1976 Baccarat Decanter and Domaine de la Romanee Conti
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La Tache 1999; there's also a vast collection of the outrageous and quirky Sine Qua Non, a
complete vertical of Masseto, and a Chartreuse Tarragona.

Drink with royalty at Annabel's in London's Mayfair
Annabel's has a reputation for elegance and opulence, and offers superb service, firstclass cuisine and entertainment. Situated in London's Mayfair district, the club's
understated entrance leads to its sumptuous interiors. With a strict dress code, and a
member’s-only policy, the members list is as glamourous as it gets – apply to join famous
customers including the Queen, Prince of Wales, Frank Sinatra, The Rolling Stones and
Dames Elizabeth Taylor and Shirley Bassey.
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Six of the best: classic luxurious accommodation
Luxury really does mean luxury in Britain. Experience true traditional British opulence at
one of these six classic hotels in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.
Prestonfield House, Edinburgh,
Scotland
Built in 1687 as the grand Baroque
home of Lord Provost, Prestonfield’s
23 rooms and suites are opulent,
theatrical and seductive. Décor is
rich and colorful – think brocades,
silks and velvets – and
complemented by a large art and
antique collection. One of
Edinburgh’s most lavish hotels, it’s
set in 20 acres of gardens and
parkland just ten minutes’ drive
The definition of opulence at Prestonfield House.
from the city. Candlelit fine dining, a
helipad, a croquet lawn and a teahouse enrich the Prestonfield House experience.

Elegance fit for a queen: Claridge’s Royal Suite.

Claridge’s, Mayfair, London
A favourite with royalty, celebrities
and fashionistas alike, this historic
hotel is the epitome of classic
London luxury. Fittingly, the
building was designed by the same
architect behind luxurious
department store Harrods.
Combining Art Deco décor with
classic style, each one of Claridge’s
197 rooms is unique, including
specially-commissioned suites
designed by Viscount Linley and
Diane von Furstenburg. Guests can
relax at the health club and roof-top
spa, or sip cocktails in Fumoir, the

hotel’s 1930s-style bar.

Swinton Park, Yorkshire, northern England
Set on the 20,000 acre Swinton Estate in the beautiful Yorkshire Dales, Swinton Park is
the ancestral seat of the Cunliffe-Lister family. Reminiscent of Downton Abbey’s oldfashioned English splendour, this 31-bedroom castle hotel feels more like a lavish home.
Each bedroom is individually designed and comes with a generously sized bathroom and
lovely views. Guests can take advantage of the estate with traditional country pursuits like
fishing, falconry, golf, horse riding and shooting – or just relax in the spa. The restaurant’s
seasonal menu incorporates fruit, vegetables and herbs grown in the walled garden – the
largest hotel kitchen garden in Britain – which is also used by the hotel’s cookery school.
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Cliveden, Berkshire, south-east
England
Synonymous with glamour and luxury,
Cliveden is a majestic Italianate
mansion and estate set in leafy
Taplow – just 20 minutes’ drive from
Heathrow Airport. During its rich
history the estate has been home to
an earl, three countesses, two dukes,
and a Prince of Wales. It also became
the setting for key events of the
notorious Profumo Affair - a scandal
that led to the collapse of Britain’s
Conservative government in 1964.
Go for classic luxury in The Shrewsbury Room at glorious
Cliveden’s expansive National Trust
Cliveden.
grounds slope down to the River
Thames below, and the hotel has a helipad, spa, indoor and outdoor tennis courts and fully
heated indoor and outdoor pools. Guests also have the option to book bespoke
experiences with luxury concierge service Humphreys of Henley.
The Merchant Hotel, Belfast, Northern Ireland
Set in the Cathedral Quarter of Belfast's city centre, the award-winning Merchant Hotel
may date back to 1860, but it’s an ideal choice for modern travellers looking for classic
five-star luxury. Guests can enjoy the spa and rooftop gym complete with sauna and steam
room, as well as flat-screen TVs and spacious en suite marble bathrooms in the hotel’s
elegantly decorated rooms. The huge, domed Great Room Restaurant serves an à la carte
menu and traditional afternoon teas, while the Art Deco-styled Bert’s Jazz Bar has live
music seven nights a week. Also on site are the Cocktail Bar, the Veuve Clicquot
Champagne Lounge, and an elegant underground nightclub, Ollie’s.
Chateau Rhianfa, Anglesey, northwest Wales
Looking more like a fairytale palace
than a hotel, this French Renaissance
château-style abode was built in 1849
as an aristocratic country retreat.
With ornate beds, tapestries, painted
ceilings, chandeliers, gilded mirrors,
statues and stained glass windows,
one thing Château Rhianfa doesn’t do
is minimalism. The suites have
contemporary bathrooms and
‘vintage-modern’ style décor.

Feel like a prince or princess at romantic Chateau Rhianfa in
Wales.
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Six of the best: luxury boutique hotels
When it comes to a sumptuous stay, there’s nothing quite like the intimacy of a luxury
boutique hotel, where every detail has been considered for the comfort of guests. Check-in
to one of the following.
Belmond Le Manoir aux Quat'Saisons Oxfordshire, south-east England
This boutique property has 32 rooms and deluxe suites and lies just eight miles outside of
historic Oxford. The restaurant at Belmond Le Manoir aux Quat’Saisons received two
Michelin stars in 1984, the first year of its opening, and has held them ever since. Enjoy
private gardens and an open terrace, seating areas, marble bathrooms and even a garden
water feature if staying in a garden one-bedroom suite: choose from L'Orangerie,
Provence, Opium or Blanc de Blanc.
Combermere Abbey, Shropshire,
north-west England
The luxury Combermere Abbey has
recently opened the doors of its
newly-restored, award-winning North
Wing. Housing just two bedrooms and
a series of reception rooms, the
intimate wing offers sumptuous
surroundings jewelled with lavish
accents. The rooms feature a kingsized bed, an oversized freestanding
bath, and homemade bath and body
products by Mitchell and Peach,
The Salamanca Bathroom at Combermere Abbey in
produced on the family's Foxbury
Shropshire
farm. The abbey is within easy driving
distance of Liverpool, Manchester and Birmingham.
Inverlochy Castle Hotel, Fort William, Scotland
Nestled among the glens, lochs and mountains of the west Highlands of Scotland,
Inverlochy Castle has 17 individually-designed rooms and suites, and a private selfcontained gate house. Dining at the castle is an experience in itself – renowned father and
son chefs Albert and Michel Roux Jr are at the helm, and the in-house restaurant serves
modern British cuisine with French influences.
Llangoed Hall, Wales
Opened in 1990, Llangoed Hall is an elegant Edwardian country house located in the heart
of the Welsh countryside near to the Brecon Beacons National Park. It houses 23
bedrooms, all of which are individually designed. Outstanding views of the Black Mountains
can be enjoyed from the Master Suite, which has its own lounge area, room service, and a
four-poster king sized bed, where you can relax as you sip your complimentary sherry. The
hotel is just over an hour’s drive from the Welsh capital Cardiff.
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Brown’s Hotel in Mayfair, London,
south-east England
Since opening in 1837, Brown's Hotel
has welcomed esteemed guests from
royals and presidents to worldfamous authors. With a bold
statement of being 'splendidly
English, thoroughly cosmopolitan,
quintessentially Mayfair' the classic
hotel offers first-class modern
facilities in grand surroundings. Try
the Kipling Suite, named for author
Rudyard Kipling – he penned The
Jungle Book while staying in the
The Kipling Suite at Brown’s Hotel, Mayfair, London
hotel. Expect a huge marble
bathroom, a grand sitting room, king-size bed, and individually-chosen pieces of furniture
and décor. The hotel will collect you from the airport, have your luggage unpacked, and
introduce you to gallery and shop managers, if wanted.
The Gleneagles Hotel, Auchterarder,
Perthshire, Scotland
Established in 1924, Gleneagles Hotel
was quickly acclaimed as 'the palace
of the glens' – today, it boasts two
Michelin star dining, a three
championship golf course, and a spa,
and offers 232 luxury bedrooms,
including 26 sumptuous suites. The
Royal Lochnagar Suite has a
welcoming hallway that opens up
onto a comfortable sitting room; from
there you can make your way to the
The Blue Tower Suite at The Gleneagles Hotel in Scotland
guest bathroom and master bedroom
which is followed by a relaxation area, walk-in dressing room and master bathroom.
Overlooking the main entrance is the Blue Tower Suite: split over two levels, it offers two
bedrooms and a steam shower. The hotel is just over an hour’s drive from Edinburgh – it
also has its own helipad.
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Six of the best: quirky luxurious accommodation
Whether it’s decedent hotels, transparent domes under the stars, or sumptuous
treehouses, Britain has got them all. Why not enjoy a quirky, luxurious stay at one of the
following?
The Milestone, London, south-east
England
The Milestone is a five-star hotel in
the affluent London borough of
Kensington and Chelsea – also home
to famous luxury department store
Harrods, and royal residence
Kensington Palace. The hotel
overlooks the palace and its colourful
gardens, but its defining feature is its
selection of unique rooms. No two of
its 44 deluxe guest rooms, 12 luxury
suites and six long-stay apartments
The harlequin suite at The Milestone, London
are the same – expect grand
statements of colour and style, with fine fabrics, fresh flowers, antique furnishings and
rare artworks. Travel across the world without ever leaving your bed with safari or
Venetian-themed suites, or just go for bold colour in the black and white harlequin room.
Chewton Glen, Hampshire, south
England
Nestled on the fringe of the New
Forest in Hampshire, southern
England, the five-star Chewton Glen
sits in 130 aces of its own gardens
and woodland. The country house
hotel – which also features an
award-winning spa - has taken full
advantage of its surroundings by
building treehouses in its leafy
grounds. Suspended 35 foot
(around 10 metres) off the ground,
The treehouses at Chewton Glen – photo by Zoella
the sumptuous suites offer fantastic
views, and peace and quiet. Enjoy a soak in your private hot tub, or sit under the stars on
the outside terrace. If it’s complete privacy you’re after, the suite’s fridge can be prestocked with drinks before you arrive, and meals can be delivered in hampers. Or, if you’re
looking for a venue for a unique family gathering, suites in the treehouses can be
combined to accommodate larger groups. The hotel is under an hour’s drive from
Southampton.
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Hotel Gotham, Manchester, northwest England
A hotel with a flair for the dramatic,
Hotel Gotham is in the heart of
Manchester in north-west England. It
is housed in one of the city’s
grandest, listed buildings – a former
bank – and has drawn the inspiration
for its unique interiors from its
stunning surroundings. The beauty is
in the detail here, whether it’s in the
bedrooms that boast moneybag-style
laundry bags and vintage suitcases,
The brooding architecture of Hotel Gotham
or in the bar which uses upside down
briefcases for light fittings. Everything from the hotel’s typefaces to its chocolate
wrappers has been designed to transport you to another, opulent era. For an extra touch
of luxury, stay in an inner sanctum suite, featuring a wall-to-wall video screen showing
images of Manchester’s skyline.
The West Usk lighthouse, Wales
The West Usk lighthouse sits on the
coast of south Wales, overlooking
both the Bristol Channel and the
River Usk, and is around a 30-minute
drive from Cardiff. The unique round
building is almost 200 years old, and
was constructed in 1821 to warn
ships to keep away from the
treacherous coastline below.
Decommissioned in 1922, the
lighthouse has just four rooms,
which are offered on a bed and
Coastal defence: the West Usk lighthouse
breakfast basis. Enjoy the stunning
views from the lighthouse’s lantern room, or a soak in the rooftop hot tub.

Dark and decedent: The Witchery by the Castle

The Witchery by the Castle,
Edinburgh, Scotland
The atmospheric Witchery by the
Castle has just nine suites, all of
which offer individual glamour and
indulgence – one staple feature is
roll-top baths for two. The hotel sits
next to the gates of the famous
Edinburgh Castle, and is said to be
named in honour of the hundreds of
witches persecuted by King James VI
in the 1500s. Gothic, theatrical
touches abound inside– you’ll find
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draped velvet and tapestries in the sumptuous suites, some of which feature rooms
playfully hidden amid wooden panelling. The hotel houses a well-regarded restaurant,
showcasing some of Scotland’s best produce – you can choose to have breakfast here, or
in your suite.
Finn Lough, Fermanagh, Northern
Ireland
If you want to be close to nature, but
also to a four-poster bed, coffee
machine, and luxury toiletries, then
the forest domes at Finn Lough
resort could be for you. Finn Lough
is a 75-acre luxury resort on the
edge of a huge lake in Fermanagh,
Northern Ireland – around two
hours’ drive from Belfast. Nestled in
woodland, the domes feature 180
degree transparent walls, so you’ll
Under the stars: the forest dome at Finn Lough
feel completely immersed in your
beautiful surroundings. Watch the skies as dusk falls and the stars come out – get a closeup view with the telescope provided. After a good night of sleep or stargazing, enjoy the
stillness of the morning.
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Six of the best: private and exclusive accommodation
Britain is the perfect place to get away from it all. Escape from the hustle and bustle of
everyday life at a luxurious bolthole – choose from suites, castles, or even whole islands!
The Shangri-La suite at the Shard,
London
It’s easy to get captivated by the view
from this suite, which sits in the
Shangri-La hotel on the 39th floor of
London’s iconic Shard, but there’s
plenty to enjoy inside too. The suite
can standalone as a one bedroom, or
be combined with an adjacent room to
offer two – the latter option offers a
total living space of 232 square
metres, making it one of the largest
suites in the capital. It has slick, sleek
The Shangri La is housed in London landmark The Shard ©
interiors with an en suite with a steam
VisitBritain/ Mark Thomasson
shower and jacuzzi bath, lounge,
dining area for ten guests, and a private study. It comes complete with a spotting scope
and binoculars to help you soak in the view from the floor-to-ceiling windows – you’ll be
able to see the Tate Modern, St Paul’s Cathedral, Tower Bridge and the River Thames,
among other famous landmarks.
Burgh Island Hotel, Devon, southwest England
Getting to Burgh Island Hotel is an
adventure all by itself! As the name
suggests, the hotel sits on a tidal
island, attached to Devon in southwest England by a sandy beach.
When the sea comes in the only way
across is by a unique sea tractor,
designed to carry you above the
waves. The hotel itself is design
landmark, and considered to be one
of the best examples of Art Deco in
Hire the whole of Burgh Island © VisitBritain/ Visit Devon/
Europe, but for a more secluded
Neville Stannikk
stay forgo the main building and
book the Beach House. Originally designed as a writer’s retreat for famous crime novelist
Agatha Christie, and where she wrote two of her novels, the beach house offers panoramic
sea views and a private sun deck. Want even more privacy? Hire the whole island, with
space for up to 50 guests.
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Roch Castle, Pembrokeshire, Wales
Wales has more than 600 castles –
more per square metre than
anywhere else on earth. Want to
stay in one? One fine option is Roch
Castle in Pembrokeshire, mid-Wales,
originally built in 1195. In its long
history it been a home to a Norman
knight; a royalist stronghold in the
Civil War; and was abandoned for
more than 200 years. It now
operates as a luxury hotel, but also
offers exclusive hire with space for
Stay in your very own castle – Roch in Pembrokeshire
up to 12 guests. With the whole run
of the building, choose from one of six luxurious en suite bedrooms, and enjoy panoramic
views of the beautiful Pembrokeshire countryside and coast, as well as the castle’s
collection of unique British art. The castle is around two hours’ drive from Cardiff.
Osea Island, Essex, south-east England
Why stay in a hotel when you can hire an island? Osea Island on the Blackwater Estuary in
Essex, is an exclusive private tidal island accessed via a mile-long causeway emerging from
the estuary for just four hours a day. Its 380 acres of countryside, pretty village and four
miles of beaches and coastline make it feel like another world. There’s a saltwater
swimming pool on the island, and you can borrow a bike to cycle around it all. And it’s
located surprisingly close to central London, just two hours’ north east by car. There’s a
range of accommodation on the island, ranging from the grand Manor House – sleeping up
to 20 – to quaint cottages big enough for two.
Belle Isle Castle and Private Island,
Northern Ireland
The Belle Isle estate incorporates
eight islands, all nestled together in
the calm waters of Lough Erne in
County Fermanagh, Northern Ireland.
On the largest of the islands, around
two hours’ drive from Belfast, is Belle
Isle Castle, built in the 17th century as
a country house. The castle is vast,
with thick stone walls and heavy,
wooden doors, and can only be hired
Exclusive: Belle Isle Castle in Northern Ireland can only be
for exclusive use. Enjoy a day of
hired for exclusive use
activities such as fishing and
shooting, before having dinner in the banqueting hall as musicians play in the minstrel’s
gallery above.

Luxury is GREAT | 23

Spitbank Fort, the Solent, southern
England
Granite walls more than four metres
thick and armour plating guarantee
privacy at Spitbank Fort. The unique
property sits in the Solent – a
stretch of water off southern
England which separates the
mainland from the Isle of Wight. It’s
one of a series of forts built in the
same stretch of water in the 1860s
to protect from the threat of French
invasion. Nowadays, it’s a luxury
The Spitbank Fort offers complete privacy
retreat, available for exclusive hire.
It offers eight bedrooms, a fire pit, sauna and hot tub on the roof and, of course,
panoramic sea views.
The Island, Newquay, Cornwall,
south-west England
Stay on The Island and your only link
to the world is a private suspension
bridge, which depending on the time
of day leads you over white sands or
the blue waters of the sea. The
three-bedroom self-catering cottage
is perched on a small island in
Newquay, on Cornwall’s north coast,
and overlooks the popular Towan
The Island is only accessible over the private drawbridge.
Beach, around three hours’ drive
Image courtesy Boutique Retreats
from Bath. It boasts stunning views
and stylish, modern accommodation including a romantic master suite with four-poster
bed and a large living area with not one but two log-burning stoves. As the night falls, find
a quiet spot in the private gardens and enjoy the crash of the waves below.
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Experience: the summer season
Britain’s ‘summer season’ was traditionally when the aristocracy embarked on several
months of the most important ‘see and be seen’ social events, including flamboyant parties
and debutante balls. Today, it revolves around summer’s top sporting and arts events,
typically between April and August. It’s a fantastic opportunity for guests to dress up and
indulge in some typical British high society living.
Royal Ascot – Berkshire, south-east
England
20 – 24 June 2017
Horse racing has been engrained in
British society since the 1660s, and is
fittingly referred to as the ‘sport of
kings’. Royal Ascot is a glamorous
annual horse racing event held in
Ascot, near Windsor, and is a notable
social hot spot for royalty. The Queen
is a passionate equestrian and attends
with various members of the royal
The hats are almost as impressive as the racing at Ascot!
family, arriving in a horse-drawn
procession from nearby Windsor
Castle. The event is as well-known for stylish sartorial displays as it is for horse racing,
particularly on Ladies Day, when spectacular hats are the order of the day. To enter the
Royal Enclosure (where the most luxurious, stylish dressing is expected), you must be
nominated by someone who has attended the enclosure for at least the last four years.
Royal Ascot is very popular, so book tickets well in advance.

The Championships, Wimbledon,
London, south-east England
3- 16 July 2017
The tennis Championships at
Wimbledon are major event in both
the sporting and social calendar. The
young royals are big tennis fans and
the event attracts many an A-list
celebrity. Only a 20-minute train
journey from central London, the
tournament - which is now arguably
the most coveted of the Grand Slam
Game, set and match at Wimbledon.
prizes - was created back in 1877 and
attracts the very best international tennis stars. Book a Wimbledon VIP experience for the
best seats on Centre Court, No.1 Court and No.2 Court, along with luxury accommodation,
match day hospitality just a few steps from the course and, of course, a traditional
Wimbledon afternoon tea with strawberries and cream.
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Henley Royal Regatta, Oxfordshire,
south-east England
28 June – 2 July 2017
Another quintessentially British
summer event marrying sport and
society is Henley Royal Regatta.
Watching the best international
rowers race down the River Thames
while you sip Pimm’s and picnic with
friends is a summer’s day well spent.
Attracting thousands of visitors over
a five-day period, spectators cheer on Join the party and watch rowing stars battle it out at Henley.
rowers in more than 200 races that
include every standard - from rookie crews to Olympians. The regatta has taken place
since 1839 and is a fun social event, with post-race parties going on late into the night. So
pop on your straw boater hat, pack up a picnic and sit riverside to witness some of the
world’s finest rowing, just over an hour away by train from London.
Cartier Queen’s Cup Polo, Windsor Great Park, Berkshire, south-east England
23 May – 18 June 2017
Polo is also a firm fixture on the summer season calendar - a sport that became popular in
Britain in the mid-19th century when army officers first saw it being played in India. One of
the most prestigious polo tournaments today is the Cartier Queen’s Cup at the Guards Polo
Club in Windsor Great Park. Champagne and caviar are plentiful and you may spot a prince
or princess, while the Queen always attends finals day. If you fancy learning to play polo,
saddle up at Cirencester Polo Academy in Gloucestershire, south-west England, where
professional coaches offer training days, lessons, and the chance to play mini
tournaments.
The BBC Proms, London, south-east
England
14 July – 9 September 2017
The crowning glory of classical music
in Britain during the summer is the
BBC Proms, which take place in the
Victorian splendour of the Royal
Albert Hall in London. For over two
months, orchestras and soloists from
around the globe perform nightly.
The Last Night of the Proms is a huge
crescendo and a sell-out event, so
Last Night of the BBC Proms at the Royal Albert Hall.
book tickets as early as you can.
Programme details for 2017 are yet to be announced, but check the website nearer the
time for the full line-up of the 123rd Proms.
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Glyndebourne Festival, Sussex, south-east
England
20 May – 27 August 2017
Enjoy a wealth of operatic performances at
the annual Glyndebourne Festival in the
county of Sussex, just over an hour by
train from London. As well as a
programme of six operas in a state-of-theart auditorium, part of the fun, social
element is the chance to relax, socialise,
picnic and drink champagne in
Glyndebourne’s beautiful grounds during
the long 80-minute interval half way
through each performance. You’ll see
festival goers of all ages dressed in their
finest here – elegant evening dress is a
Pimm's and strawberries - quintessential summer picnic
accompaniments.
must. 2017’s festival bill includes Mozart’s
La clemenza di Tito and two runs of Verdi’s

La traviata.
What to wear?
Many of the summer season events
still have traditional sartorial
expectations, giving visitors the
perfect opportunity to dress up in
their finest clothes and purchase an
elegant hat created by one of
Britain’s acclaimed milliners, such as
Philip Treacy, whose hats have been
sported by the royal family.
At Royal Ascot in particular, hats
must be worn, especially if you’re
Top hats at the ready, gents!
admitted to the Royal Enclosure.
Gentlemen are expected to wear
black or grey morning suits, including a waistcoat and top hat.
Henley Royal Regatta encourages the wearing of hats for ladies, while boaters - a formal
summer straw hat – are a classic accompaniment to gentlemen’s jackets and ties. Dressing
for the polo is equally elegant; gentlemen tend to opt for white trousers and blazers while
ladies should bring flat shoes to wear with their dresses if they want to take part in the
tradition of ‘treading in the divots’ (the grass kicked up by the horses during play).
Learn the art of English etiquette
Fancy brushing up on traditional British etiquette? Book a bespoke coaching course with
Debrett’s, the recognised authority in British etiquette. It has 250 years’ of experience
delivering bespoke coaching on topics from how to behave at the Polo, to greeting British
royalty.
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Experience: quintessentially British sports
Put down the football, step away from the hockey stick and embrace the finer side of
sports in Britain. From the sport favoured by kings and world-class golf courses, to tennis
courts used to practice for Wimbledon, Britain has something for everyone.
Enjoy a spot of Polo at Coworth Park,
Windsor, south-east England
The world-class polo grounds of
Coworth Park are managed by the
internationally renowned Guards
Polo Club – it is the only hotel in
Britain that provides its own polo
fields and practice facilities. Those
wishing to try this unique and
physical sport can try their hand at a
full or half-day masterclass, where
the fundamentals of riding and polo's
rich history are taught. By the end of
Polo players at the Guard’s Polo club, Windsor, England. ©
the session you should be able to hit
Royal Borough
your first ball! There are also onehour classes for those wanting a shorter experience, which also includes one day entry
into the Guard's Polo Club.
Play on a royal course on England’s
Golf Coast, Liverpool, north-west
England
Originating in Scotland, the game of
golf has been refined over the
centuries and is today a gentleman
and gentlewoman's game. One of the
places to partake in a round of golf
has to be Liverpool, dubbed England's
Golf Coast. This world-class
destination for golf is home to 12 of
the finest golf courses in Britain, and
is a hub for championship-level
playing. Head to the Royal Birkdale
Golf Club, currently the number one
Birkdale Clubhouse, the ‘Golf Coast’, Liverpool
course in England, and play on the
course granted royal status by King George VI and where many championships have been
hosted.
Try the sport of kings in south Wales
The tradition of hawking, or falconry as it’s more popularly known, has reputedly been a
favourite past time of every king of England from Alfred the Great to George III. These
days falconry can still be enjoyed across the country at specialist centres. Head to the
Welsh Hawking Centre, under 30 minutes’ drive from Cardiff in south Wales, and enjoy a
full day falconry experience with a bird of prey.
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Test your tennis skills where the elite
compete, Stoke Park, south-east
England
Founded in 1908, Stoke Park is a
refined yet welcoming five-star
estate around an hour’s drive from
London. The elegant resort is
surrounded by 300 acres of parkland,
and has a 27-hole Championship golf
course, an award-winning restaurant,
and a spa. Most importantly for
tennis fans, the park has 13 tennis
courts ranging from indoor, artificial
The Boodles Championships at Stoke Park in
clay, and grass, which every year are
Buckinghamshire, England
home to The Boodles championships
in the week prior to The Wimbledon Championships. In this week, elite players from across
the globe prepare on the park's very own Wimbledon Specification Grass Courts, which for
the rest of the year welcome guests to try their hand at a game of tennis.
Become a croquet champion in
Hampshire, south-east England
Croquet became immensely popular
in Britain during the 1850s, and was
a game mostly played by the elite
classes. Players hit their ball through
hoops pinned into the ground using a
wooden mallet. A must for any game
is The Championship Croquet set,
purchased from Jacques of London;
it’s favoured by European royalty
and celebrities alike. Alternatively,
enjoy a stay at the five-star Chewton
Croquet on the lawn at the Chewton Glen Hotel,
Glen in Hampshire. The Marryat Suite
Hampshire, England © British Tourism Authority
is the hotel’s largest, and
encompasses the original bedroom and lounge of the 18th century manor house. Expect a
private terrace and outdoor hot tub, and play croquet on a dedicated croquet lawn.
Try your hand at clay-pigeon
shooting, Mar Lodge Estate, Scotland
Built as a Highland sporting lodge in
1895 for one of Queen Victoria's
grand-daughters, Mar Lodge offers
comfortable and well-appointed
accommodation surrounded by the
wild beauty of the Mar Lodge Estate
nestled within Cairngorms National
Park. There are five self-catering
apartment within the lodge
accommodating between four and 17
The Mars Lodge Estate, Braemar, Cairngorms National
Park.© VisitScotland, Jakub Iwanicki,
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guests, which are looked after by Scotland’s National Trust. While enjoying a stay, try your
hand at clay-pigeon shooting on the Cairngorms Sporting Estate. The estate covers 72,000
acres of spectacular Cairngorms mountain and moorland landscape, offering some of the
finest walks and wildlife spotting in Scotland.
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Experience: luxury spas and treatments
From woodland spas to hidden urban havens, Britain has a wealth of deluxe spa retreats to
choose from, where you can check in and then completely check out. So take some
tranquil time out and enjoy being pampered at one of these top British spas.
Brimstone Spa - Lake District, Cumbria,
north-west England
For exclusivity and countryside calm
with a modern ‘wow’ factor, discerning
spa fans will love Brimstone Spa in the
Lake District, Cumbria. This plush,
newly opened retreat (November 2016)
sits between the Brimstone and
Langdale hotels, and is only open to
hotel guests. Work your way through
seven thermal experiences - including a
Himalayan salt steam grotto and a lava
sauna – and slip into the indoor-tooutdoor infinity pool. The spa is around

Modern luxury at the brand new Brimstone Spa.

one hour 30 minutes from Carlisle by road.
Top treatment: The spa’s exclusive Pure Alchemy treatments use organic local ingredients.
The Bubble is a private spa for two with twin treatment beds.
Stobo Castle, Peebles, Scotland
Deep in the countryside, yet only an hour’s drive from Edinburgh, is the destination spa at
Stobo Castle. Watch the sun set over the Scottish hills while relaxing in the pool. The
setting might be a 200-year-old castle, but the sleek spa is an oasis of contemporary
luxury offering a range of treatments and therapies using products by Gatineau, Darphin
and Phytomer.
Top treatment: Reverse time with an intensive Gatineau Collagen Plumping Expert Facial,
followed by the spa’s bespoke Dream Water Massage treatment, where you are blasted
with 2,000 litres of water but yet never get wet. Magic!
Galgorm Resort & Spa,
Country Antrim, Northern Ireland
Set in an idyllic woodland location
alongside the River Maine is the
award-winning Galgorm Spa. This
watery wonderland of indoor-outdoor
thermal pools, log-fired hot tubs and a
post-sauna ice room is just 30
minutes from Belfast. Many of the
treatments use products made from
locally-farmed seaweed.

Alfresco hot tubs and a lava shell massage at Galgorm’s

woodland spa retreat.
Top treatment: Go for the spa’s
signature Taste of Galgorm experience – a head-to-toe ritual combining five treatments: a
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warm organic oil back massage, a hydrating hand and arm mask, VOYA organic facial
treatments with Laminaria eye compresses, a head massage and, to finish, a restorative
point foot massage. Bliss!
Pennyhill Park Hotel, Surrey, England
The impressive Spa at Pennyhill Park
has eight indoor and outdoor pools one even has underwater music, and
the bubbling, warm outside pool is
lovely in winter. Other facilities include
an ice cave, sauna, steam rooms, and
heated ceramic relaxation beds in a
tepidarium (that’s spa speak for a
heated room). There is a huge menu of
treatments, including hi-tech facials
from Elemental Herbology. Guests can
hire the brand new Acacia or Silver
Birch suites for total privacy.

Relaxing in the Moonlight Spa at Pennyhill Park.

Top treatment: The spa’s bespoke Elemental Harmoniser facial uses a combination of
plant-derived AHAs and active botanical ingredients to reenergise skin and give a radiant
glow.
St Brides Spa, Pembrokeshire, west Wales
Gaze out at the wide, sandy beaches of Saundersfoot from the St Brides Spa infinity pool
at Pembrokeshire’s only spa hotel. The spa focuses on solus por aqua – meaning “healing
by water” – with therapies centred on the healing powers of the sea. Treatments range
from deep exfoliating body scrubs using nourishing seaweed oils to anti-oxidant marine
algae facials and rehydrating sea-salt cleansing rituals.
Top treatment: For the ultimate seaside splurge, go for the 55-minute Ocean Renewal
package. This indulgent hot sea mud therapy enriched with warm seawater naturally
stimulates blood flow and lymphatic circulation.

Go for gold at Bulgari’s urban underground haven.

The Bulgari Spa, Knightsbridge,
London
For a very special spa experience in
central London, descend beneath the
Bulgari Hotel into Bulgari Spa, just two
minutes’ walk from Harrods and
Harvey Nichols. A peaceful haven of
understated elegance and Asian
influences, it’s got a marble steam
room, thermal facilities and a gold-leaf
vitality pool with a waterfall. The real
highlight has got to be the 25-metre
pool, with warm lighting and seven
curtained poolside cabanas, which
even have their own call button if you
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want to order food or drinks. Or, guests who prefer absolute privacy can hire the Onyx Spa
Suite.
Top treatment: Try the spa’s signature 24-carat gold naturalift anti-aging treatment,
which combines the power of acupuncture with the beautifying properties of 24 carat gold,
for a glowing complexion. Pure gold has been used for centuries as the secret to youthful
looking skin and historians believe that Cleopatra slept in a gold mask to maintain her
beauty.
ESPA Life at the Corinthia Hotel, London
Winner of ‘England’s best hotel spa’ in the
2016 World Spa Awards, ESPA Life at the
Corinthia is a spacious sanctuary spread
over four floors, located between Trafalgar
Square and the River Thames. Clad in sleek
black marble with a mosaic steam room,
the spa’s decadence matches the
chandelier-studded opulence of the hotel.
There are 17 treatment rooms, an
amphitheatre sauna, a pool and cosy sleep
pods. The spa’s wellness programme is
devised by naturopaths, osteopaths,
acupuncturists and herbalists.

Indulge in decadent treatments at Corinthia’s urban
haven.

Top treatment: Renowned as the spa’s
‘hero’ therapy, the 120-minute ESPA Iconic
Back Face and Scalp Treatment includes
back exfoliation, a hot stone back massage,
a facial and a scalp massage.

The Scarlet, Cornwall, south-west
England
Overlooking a Cornish surf beach, The
Scarlet hotel and spa is a stylish, ecofriendly, adult-only getaway. With logfired hot tubs overlooking the sea and
an alfresco swimming pool, the
clifftop spa is the hotel’s focal point.
It’s a quiet, contemplative, almost
spiritual place that focuses on holistic
wellbeing instead of individual
symptoms. Every Scarlet Journey
treatment begins with a consultation
with a Tri-Dosha practitioner,
Alfresco relaxation with coastal Cornish views at The Scarlet.
including an ayurvedic diagnosis to
determine body type, known in Sanskrit as a ‘dosha’. Free yoga sessions are offered daily
and guests can get active with outdoor pursuits like surf lessons and wild swimming
classes.

Luxury is GREAT | 33

Top treatment: All treatments are centred on individually tailored ayurvedic ‘journeys’.
The body is prepared with a bathing ritual - either a hammam scrub or a rhassoul
experience - followed by guided meditation and a therapeutic massage or yoga session.
They finish with recovery time in the deep relaxation room, where canvas sleep pods hang
from the ceiling.
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Experience: travelling in the lap of luxury
Fancy taking to the track like James Bond, sailing through the Scottish islands, or taking to
the skies in a piece of living history? Whether you like trains, planes, automobiles or boats,
you can travel in style across Britain.
Car
Drive an Aston Martin
An Aston Martin is, of course, the
car of choice of Britain’s most
famous spy – Bond, James Bond. Be
like Bond and get behind the wheel
of this British classic. Race around
the track at Silverstone in central
England, home to the Formula 1
British Grand Prix, or take a
performance driving course at
Millbrook Proving Ground. Millbrook
is one of the largest vehicle testing
centres in Europe, and provides the
Take to the track in an Aston Martin © Max Earey
perfect surroundings for getting to
grips with your choice of Aston Martin, with one-to-one tuition. The two tracks are close to
each other, and are both under two hours’ drive from London.
Explore Downton Abbey by Daimler
For those who want to explore by car, but would rather not be behind the wheel, there’s no
more relaxing option than a private chauffeur. Wilson Chauffeur Services offers
chauffeured guided tours to some of the most iconic houses and sites around the country,
including Highclere Castle – better known as Downton Abbey, home of the Crawley family.
The trip includes a visit to Highclere and to nearby Bampton village, also used as a location
in the series. Alongside the luxury Daimler, the fleet also includes a Rolls Royce Phantom
and Bentley Flying Spur. Other destinations include Chatsworth, Oxford and Stonehenge.
Tour the UK in a chauffeur-driven four-wheel drive
Discover Britain’s history and natural beauty in a chauffeur-driven Range Rover, which
comes complete with reclining seats, multi-media technology and even a wine-cooling
cabinet! Multi-day trips run by British Heritage Chauffeur Tours can be completely
customised according to your wishes – its suggested ten-day itinerary for its British tour
include visits to Kent, known as the ‘garden of England’; the beautiful Cotswolds, and the
famous Lake District.
Train
See Scotland on the Royal Scotsman
Scotland boasts some of the most varied and beautiful landscapes in Britain, with towering
mountains, shimmering lochs and vast swathes of untouched countryside. Travelling by
train is a great way to discover Scotland's majestic beauty, and the Royal Scotsman, which
accommodates just 36 guests, offers two, three or four-night itineraries, with excursions
including world-famous whisky distilleries and historic sites such as Eilean Donan
castle. Journeys begin and end in Edinburgh, Scotland’s capital.
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Enjoy dinner on the British Pullman
If you like to pair your train travel
with some gourmet dining, the
British Pullman is the perfect
choice. Sister train to the VeniceSimplon Orient Express, trips range
from sightseeing days out to shorter
journeys that include lunch, dinner
or afternoon tea. Opt for 'The
Dinner,' departing from London, and
you'll be welcomed with a glass of
champagne, before indulging in a
seasonal tasting menu with the
sommelier's choice of matching
wines.

Fine dining on board a fine train – the British Pullman

See Northern Ireland on the Grand Hibernian
Northern Ireland got its first-ever luxury train in 2016, when the Grand Hibernian pulled
out of its sidings. Sister train to the luxurious British Pullman and the Orient Express, the
train offers two, four and six-day itineraries; the two-day itinerary departs from Dublin and
visits Belfast and the iconic Giant's Causeway. The train offers five-star dining, en suite
cabins and an observation car that oozes the atmosphere of a vintage saloon.
Boat

A ship with style: the Hebridean Princess ©
VisitBritain/ Britain on View

See Scotland on the Hebridean Princess
There is a country house party atmosphere
aboard charming small ship Hebridean
Princess with drinks before dinner in the
lounge, chintzy bedrooms and impeccable
service. The Queen has enjoyed family
holidays on board twice. Leisurely
itineraries sailing the beautiful Hebrides
and Highland coast in western Scotland
include bird watching on remote islands,
visits to great castles and gardens, and
bikes to borrow for independent
exploration. Hebridean Princess sails from
Oban, a three hours scenic drive from
Glasgow.

Float through history on the Magna Carta barge
One thousand years of history unfold on a week’s cruise on the Thames west of London.
Just eight passengers in four luxurious suites are waited on hand and foot aboard the
Magna Carta, a roomy former Dutch grain barge with a hot tub and herb garden on deck.
Tours with an expert guide go to Hampton Court palace, once owned by Henry VIII;
Windsor Castle, built by William the Conqueror; Eton College, whose old boys (alumni)
include Princes William and Harry; and Henley-on-Thames, the waterside town where the
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quintessentially English rowing regatta takes place every summer. Cruises depart from
Windsor, which is in easy reach of London.
Book your own private sightseeing tour of London on the Silver Darling
Sightseeing from a riverboat on the Thames gives great views of London’s most iconic
landmarks. The Houses of Parliament and tower of Big Ben, the London Eye big wheel, St
Paul’s cathedral, the Tower of London and Tower Bridge, are just some. You can charter a
private tour aboard the sleek Silver Darling for up to 12 passengers – it has its own pier in
front of the Savoy Hotel near Waterloo Bridge.
Plane
Fly like a celebrity in a seaplane
Exploring the magnificent Scottish west coast by iconic seaplane is one of the world’s
greatest journeys and one enjoyed by celebrities including film actor Ben Stiller, explorer
Bear Grylls and Outlander star Sam Heughans. Book a seat with Loch Lomond Seaplanes
or charter the whole plane, and explore more than 100 miles of countryside while sipping
champagne. Special trips can be organised to inaccessible lochs, with flights departing
from the five-star Cameron House Hotel on the banks of Loch Lomond – under an hour’s
drive from Glasgow.
Charter a helicopter to see football in Manchester
If you really want to see Manchester United or Manchester City play, but you’ve got limited
time, a helicopter charter could make it possible. The Charter A Group offers services from
London to two Manchester landing sites. Flights take just one hour, freeing you up for a
visit to Old Trafford or Eithad Stadium. The company also offers flights to a range of
horse-racing meets, including Cheltenham, Royal Ascot, and Aintree for the Grand
National.
Take to the sky in a Spitfire
Take to the skies in a bit of living
history – a Spitfire. The plane was
first manufactured in 1936, and
played a crucial role in World War
Two, giving the Royal Air Force a
vital advantage in the battle fought
in the skies. A small number of the
original single-seater aircraft were
adapted to seat two, and now offer a
unique opportunity for passengers
to get airborne. Firm Boultbee Flight
Academy in West Sussex, south-east
Step back in history with a flight on a Spitfire © VisitBritain/
England, offers a 50-minute flight
Britain on View
experience (of which around 40 are
in the air). Soar over Britain’s coast and out to the Needles – three famous chalk stacks off
the coast of the Isle of Wight. Or you can choose the same flight, but in formation with
another Spitfire, giving you the chance to admire it from all angles in the air. The airfield
used is around two hours’ drive from London.

Luxury is GREAT | 37

Experience: family luxury
From travelling in style across Britain’s landscapes aboard the Belmond British Pullman, to
donning fine 1920s clothing to have afternoon tea, families can enjoy some of the finer
things in life while exploring the best of luxury Britain.
Travel in luxury aboard the Belmond British Pullman
Hop on board the Belmond British Pullman for a luxury family experience to remember.
Sister train to the Venice Simplon-Orient-Express, the Belmond British Pullman is a luxury
train that features vintage carriages once part of legendary 1920s services such as The
Brighton Belle and The Golden Arrow. Making its way through Britain's stunning
countryside, you’ll be able to take in the expansive views while enjoying fine dining in
opulent surroundings. Some services have dedicated family-only carriages, so little ones
can be treated to an extra special dining experience too.
Enjoy the British summer time in the
countryside, Cornwall
Spend the warmer season at Arcalia
in Cornwall, a Grade-II listed 300year old family farmhouse that
sleeps up to ten guests. This luxury
homestay is situated within 14 acres
of nature-filled gardens, has its own
outdoor heated pool, and is situated
on the edge of Bodmin Moor, a
perfect spot for explorers! Near to
Port Isaac, just over three hours’ by
road from Bath, Arcalia is also ideal
Arcalia in Cornwall, a Unique Home Stays property. ©
for those wanting to experience the
www.uniquehomestays.com
British seaside. After a day of
adventures, return home to the comforting luxury of the farmhouse. Expect luxurious
furnishings, a super-king master en suite for mum and dad, a gourmet welcome hamper,
and mod cons such as a Bose sound system, American-style fridge-freezer, and underfloor
heating.
Indulge at Betty Blythe Children's Tea Parties, London
Expect decorum and grace at Betty Blythe's vintage tea room, where little ladies can take
afternoon tea dressed in elegant fashion from the 1920s, before enjoying a movie photo
shoot. With a flurry of flowers and plenty of splashes of pink, this grown-up experience is
perfect for those who love to dress up! Sip hot chocolate from pretty cups and enjoy a
delicate introduction to the etiquette of afternoon tea and conversation, grace, and
decorum. Taste mini sandwiches and indulge with pink wafer biscuits, popcorn and mini
muffins.
Explore the countryside in a Land Rover Discovery, Wales
Adventurers can test drive the powerful Land Rover Discovery in Wales, with Virgin
Experience Days junior 4 x 4 driving package. Guided by a qualified instructor, young
drivers between 12 and 16 can take the wheel on this purpose-built site in Wrexham
(around an hour’s drive from Liverpool), complete with steep slopes, inclines and rutted
tracks, and test their skills manoeuvring like an expert.
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Spend a night with the lions at Gir
Lion Lodge, ZSL London Zoo
Sleep within roaring distance of a
pride of majestic Asiatic lions at ZSL
London Zoo. You’ll be welcomed to
nine colourful cabins nestled in the
heart of the Land of the Lions exhibit,
and will be treated to an evening meal
and breakfast. Dedicated hosts will
guide you on exclusive evening and
morning tours, sharing their insider
tips on spotting species and facts
about some of the zoo’s 17,000
The huts of Gir Lion Lodge at ZSL London Zoo, England
residents. The Gir Lion Lodge has
designated family nights, and its nine lodges each provide accommodation for up to two
adults and two children.
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Shopping: take home products fit for royalty
One of the marks of a quality British shopping establishment is a Royal Warrant. These are
currently issued by the three most senior members of Britain’s royal family: the Queen, the
Duke of Edinburgh and the Prince of Wales, to firms they have been using for at least five
years. Shop with one of the following, and know you’re buying products fit for royalty.
Clothes
Barbour is rare in that it holds three
warrants – one for each of the
members of the royal family capable
of issuing them. An English brand
founded in 1894, it’s famous for its
wax jackets and outerwear. Its
flagship store is in London’s Covent
Garden, one of the city’s busiest
shopping areas.

Barbour holds three royal warrants © VisitBritain/ Richard
Allen

Another firm holding three warrants
is DAKS in Old Bond Street. Founded
in 1894, it’s a quintessentially British
luxury label, specialising in fine

tailoring and accessories for men and women.
If it’s a kilt you’re after, Kinloch Anderson is another triple warrant holder. Founded in
Scotland in 1868, it manufactures the royal family’s Balmoral Tartan, which can only be
worn with the Queen’s permission. Visit its Edinburgh shop and buy an item in your
family’s tartan, or if your clan doesn’t have one, you can design your own.
Socks
The Prince of Wales granted Corgi a
Royal Warrant back in 1989 for their
delightful luxury socks. Made in
Wales since 1892, the company is
still family-run, and based in the
Carmarthenshire town in which it
was originally established. The
company’s designs come in cotton
or fine cashmere. Pick up a pair in
London’s Selfridges store – a royal
warrant holder itself.
Selfridges is a royal warrant holder itself and stocks luxury
Gloves
products – including Corgi socks © VisitBritain/ Britain on
Cornelia James has been making
View
the Queen’s gloves since she was a
princess – the very first royal pair was commissioned in 1947. The company is now led by
Cornelia’s daughter Genevieve, and its industrious client-list continues to grow – as well as
the Queen, the firm’s designs have been sported by the Duchess of Cambridge, Rihanna,
Taylor Swift and Madonna. Collections include cotton, ski and opera gloves, and can be
found in House of Fraser department stores. The Prince of Wales and Duke of Edinburgh
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meanwhile have both issued warrants to Dents, which started manufacturing fine leather
gloves in 1777. Buy them at stores including Selfridges, Harrods and House of Fraser.
Handbags
The Queen is never without a handbag and they nearly always come from Launer; she is
said to have scores of Launer bags to choose from in her wardrobe. Still made entirely by
hand in Walsall, a small town near the Midlands city of Birmingham, all the handbags are
lined in suede with gold-plated fastenings. Luxurious but never flashy, you’ll also find
wallets and iPhone cases in its collection of leather goods, stocked by shops such as
Fortnum & Mason in London.
Wellington boots
Started in 1856 by an American
entrepreneur Henry Lee Norris,
Hunter boots were developed to
help British soldiers deal with the
trenches in the first world war. Now
a staple piece of equipment for the
summer festival circuit, it’s still the
Queen’s and Duke of Edinburgh’s
Wellington boot of choice and now
comes in every colour – although
A range of Hunter wellies © VisitBritain/ Britain on View
traditionalists prefer the original
Hunter Green. Buy them at Harrods, Selfridges and Office stores around Britain.
Hats
Rachel Trevor-Morgan holds a royal warrant for millinery, the art of hat-making, and has
been making the Queen’s headwear since 2006. The firm is run by Rachel, its founder, and
offers seasonal collections, bridal couture and private commissions from is base in
London’s St James’s. Each hat is handmade to size, and can also be dyed to match
individual outfits. The Prince of Wales and Duke of Edinburgh meanwhile both buy their
hats at Lock & Co – the oldest hat shop in the world. Established in 1676, the firm’s other
customers have included Sir Winston Churchill, Charlie Chaplin and Admiral Lord Nelson. It
offers complimentary private appointments from its 17th century townhouse in St James’s
Street, London.
Umbrellas
The Queen gets her umbrellas from Fulton – a family-run firm started in the 1950s. It offers
umbrellas of every shape, size, and for every occasion, and partners with designers such
as Cath Kidston and William Morris to produce quirky, patterned ranges. It also offers a
bespoke service from its factory in London’s East End, where it can either create a one-ofa-kind design for you, or take your design and adapt it for an umbrella.
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Shopping: enjoy personal and exclusive service
If you’re after a bespoke service, you’ve come to the right place. Design your own jewellery
with a gemologist in Nourbel & Le Cavelier’s VIP Room, commission a painting from the
Queen’s portrait artist, or relax in a stylish private lounge while fashion experts choose
designer outfits tailored to your tastes. Sit back with a glass of champagne and go first
class with one of these exclusive, personalised British shopping experiences.
Selfridges personal shopping suites
Whether you’re looking to refresh
your wardrobe, find a special gift or
choose a show-stopping outfit for a
glamorous event, the Selfridges
personal shopping suites in London,
Manchester and Birmingham provide
a relaxing, luxury environment.
London – Oxford Street
Big budget clients are encouraged to
make the most of the VIP personal
shopping suites at Selfridges London. The private shopping haven at Selfridges, London.
There are two separate, beautifully
designed sanctuaries for men and women, and even a secret entrance for clients to avoid
paparazzi and shop in peace.
Manchester – Exchange Square
Hidden away on the womenswear floor among brands like Christian Louboutin, Givenchy
and Valentino is the luxurious personal shopping suite, where a talented team of experts
take clients through a two-hour consultation complete with canapés and champagne.
According to one personal shopper here, it takes just five seconds after meeting a client to
work out what would suit them, according to their shape and skin tone.
Birmingham – Bullring
Sit back and relax in the store’s private suite as the personal shopping team select a range
of products from the store tailored to your personal tastes. There is also a beauty personal
shopping service in these suites, with personalised skincare and make-up advice from a
Selfridges expert.
Get a bespoke Scottish suit in Ayrshire
Founded in 2011 by local Scottish talent Alan Moore, contemporary luxury menswear brand
Ten30 works with the finest mills in Scotland - Harris Tweed Hebrides and Johnston’s of
Elgin. The brand now offers made-to-measure bespoke suits by appointment only at
Moore’s new luxurious space in the seaside resort of Ayr, located an hour’s train journey
from Glasgow.
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Bespoke Burlington Arcade
Mayfair, London
Historic Burlington Arcade was the
world’s first shopping arcade and is
one of London’s shopping treasures.
To this day it’s a calm, canopied oasis
of luxury shops located in Mayfair,
running behind Bond Street from
Piccadilly to Burlington Gardens. A
selection of its resident brands offer a
range of entirely bespoke, private
shopping experiences.
Private luxury experiences await at Burlington Arcade.

Independent luxury watch broker
David Duggan specialises in high quality pre-owned timepieces. The shop’s time-piece
experts offer more than 150 years’ combined experience and, by appointment, will visit you
at your hotel to present a selection of watches. Or if you’re looking for a unique piece of
jewellery, Nourbel & Le Cavelier specialises in entirely handmade, one-of-a-kind rare
jewels. Book the store’s VIP Room and a gemologist and jewellery designer will give you a
private overview of a range of jewellery and exclusive gemstones to help you design an
extra special piece.
London luxury by appointment
Luxury tourism company Sinclair Global offer a range of ‘by appointment only’ shopping,
dining, art and cultural experiences, guaranteeing an exclusive experience for the
discerning customer looking for something special.
In Mayfair, womenswear boutique Amanda Wakeley invites you to discover its flagship
store – a beautiful home to the brand’s luxurious collections, where you can indulge in a
spot of personal shopping.
Stylish male customers can head to Huntsman tailors on Savile Row for a bespoke tailoring
appointment with the brand’s head cutter.
Or if you’re passionate about art, make a special appointment to meet Ralph Heimans,
portrait artist to the Queen and the Duchess of Cambridge, at the Cheyneygates room at
the Cloisters of Westminster Abbey, where you will have the rare opportunity to view the
9x1 ft portrait of the Queen commissioned for the Jubilee, and the rare opportunity to
request your very own individual or family portrait.
For more information, prices and bookings, contact bookings@sinclair-global.com.
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Shopping: luxury for her
With a playground of exclusive events, luxurious clubs, and Michelin-starred restaurants
across Britain just waiting to be discovered, one must know how to dress-to-impress.
Ladies, do not fear – world-class designers and shops await, offering a great selection of
clothes and accessories to impress.
Create your own bespoke perfume at Floris, London
Floris is the only perfumer to hold a Royal Warrant
from the Queen, and also offers customers the chance
to design their own personal scent. Enjoy a series of
consultations with the Floris team and sample a wide
range of bases and scents, before deciding on the
perfect combination for you. Once complete, the
perfume is presented in a beautifully engraved bottle
and you’ll be given a certificate of provenance. This
means your scent has been added to Floris' private
perfume ledgers that date back nearly 300 years,
started by the firm’s founder Juan Famenias Floris.
Embrace bold handbag design with Lulu Guinness
A handbag designed to look like a bunch of flowers, a
clutch bag in the shape of a giant pair of lips. Lulu
Guinness’ intensely feminine handbag designs are
instantly recognisable, always witty and often
reminiscent of the 1920s and 30s. Her bags are in the
A close up detail of Floris perfume,
Victoria & Albert’s museum permanent collection and
Harrods, London. © British Tourist
Authority
she has a shop in Ellis Street in London SW1, but you’ll
also find her designs in department stores including Harrods and Selfridges. Choose from
practical yet elegant hand-held bags for everyday outings, or for something a little more
daring that’s perfect for a special evening, choose from the mini-bags range, like the Small
Pollyanna for a statement piece worthy of any chic bar or restaurant.
Dress like royalty with Sarah Burton
& Alexander McQueen
Creative director of Alexander
McQueen and lead on The Duchess
of Cambridge’s wedding dress, Sarah
Burton has her own label and
studied, like many prolific designers,
at Central Saint Martin’s College of
Alexander McQueen sign, Selfridges, London, England Art and Design in London. She has
©VisitBritain, Joanna Henderson
an OBE for her services to fashion
within the Royal household, and has been part the Alexander McQueen family for 14 years;
the Duchess of Cambridge wears both McQueen and Sarah Burton’s own label regularly.
Head to Alexander McQueen in Bond Street, London, and choose from elegant coats, chic
dresses or statement accessories.
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Choose shoes from Charlotte Olympia
Beautiful and flirty, Charlotte Olympia’s shoes are a guaranteed talking point. Worn by
celebrities from Beyoncé to Anne Hathaway, the designer’s quirky designs are often laughout-loud funny. London’s Mayfair store is a must-visit unless you really don’t want to shop:
just ‘window shopping’ here is impossible. The Pre Fall 16 range 'Mechanix' embraces
chunky cogs, bright primary colours, and fun, overt designs. The 'Let's go Bananas' range
for summer and spring 2017 sees Charlotte inspired by 'the lady in the tutti frutti hat,
Carmen Miranda, with a performance reminiscent of a 1940s Technicolour Musical'. Step
back in time in glamorous golden shoes for a night to remember, or bag that statement
watermelon carry-all to stand out from the crowd.
Pringle of Scotland
Pringle's origins lie in the unassuming town of Hawick, Scotland, and is the knitwear
company known for putting cashmere, argyle and the twinset on the map. Its collections
have been worn by British (and Hollywood) royalty. Pringle was awarded a Royal Warrant
by the Queen in 1956, and continues to be the pioneer of British knitwear. Browse its
London flagship store in Mayfair, or try its Glasgow store in Princes Square Shopping
Centre on Buchanan Street. For a practical and stylish look, ladies can choose from fitted
yet elegant trousers like the cashmere blend culottes, or can wrap in warm in their cosy
outerwear, such as the cape coat in camel, or the fitted blazer jacket in black.
Birmingham Jewellery Quarter
The Birmingham Jewellery Quarter is
the Midland city’s ‘golden
mile’, and is home to scores of
businesses. With some shops having
workshops on site, bespoke requests
can be made to order creating that
extra special gift. From engagements
and wedding jewellery, to gifts for
special occasions, the jewellery
quarter offers contemporary and
designer items.
Museum of the Jewellery Quarter demonstration,
Birmingham, England ©VisitBritain, Howard Sayer

Browse designer from a style icon, Victoria Beckham
The style icon Victoria Beckham has carved out a career in fashion after her success in the
popular girl group, the Spice Girls. She has become one of the most respected designers in
the business: her designs are elegantly tailored, and her eye for fashion is combined with a
deep understanding of what women want to be seen in. Her success in the luxury designer
market was cemented by the opening of the Victoria Beckham store on Mount Street in
Mayfair, the home of fashion’s élite. Choose from delicate cuff shirts, stitch detail tops,
sweet lip detail embroidered sweaters, and tailored overcoats.
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Shopping: luxury for him
Synonymous with class and prestige, British menswear brands have dressed the likes of
Winston Churchill, Prince Charles, and even James Bond. But the modern male shopper will
find an eclectic mix of cutting-edge design alongside classic British tailoring, and discover
why real men wear 21st Century Kilts! Here we round up a selection of the best luxurious
retail experiences for male shoppers across Britain. Gentlemen, step this way…
Savile Row, Mayfair, London
For the ultimate in bespoke British
style and tailored finesse, head to
Savile Row for beautifully made-tomeasure shirts, suits, coats and
accessories.
Founded in 1771, Gieves & Hawkes
holds a Royal Warrant and is one of
the most acclaimed historic British
tailors, but is equally appealing to
the modern gentleman. Another of
the oldest companies on Savile Row
is Henry Poole & Co - credited with
inventing the dinner jacket in 1860.

Savile Row - the heart of British menswear. ©VisitBritain /
Juliet White

Next, make a stop at luxury cashmere
specialist N. Peal in Mayfair’s Burlington
Arcade, where it has been since 1936. This
heritage London brand sells 100% Mongolian
cashmere womenswear, menswear, and
homeware collections. It also created the
Oxford Round Neck blue cashmere sweater
that was made to match the blue of Daniel
Craig’s eyes and worn under his Barbour
jacket when he played 007 in the Skyfall’
(2012) Scotland scenes.

Made to measure at Gieves & Hawkes on Savile Row.

Speaking of James Bond, heritage tailor
Turnbull & Asser, also located in Mayfair, has
crafted shirts and other pieces of menswear
for men as diverse as Winston Churchill,
Charlie Chaplin, Picasso, and all the Bond
actors to date – as well as various members
of the royal family – since 1885.

Prince Charles awarded Turnbull & Asser his first Royal Warrant in 1981 and the brand still
produces “The Dr. No Shirt”, so gentlemen can dress just as Sean Connery did back in the
1960s. Or, modern Bond fans can buy “The Casino Royale Dress Shirt”, as worn in the
2006 film.
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The Brogue Trader, Cardiff, Wales
Any gent with a brogue penchant will
be in heaven at one of The Brogue
Trader’s elegant stores. The friendly
staff at the Cardiff store will take you
through a range of classic to trendy
brogues in a variety of colours - from
traditional brown and black to bright,
colourful shades. Brands stocked
include Oliver Sweeney, Loake and
Joseph Cheaney. Clients can also
peruse loafers, boat shoes, boots and
slippers, as well as umbrellas, bags,
Shoe heaven at The Brogue Trader.
belts, gloves and wallets. There are
other branches of The Brogue Trader in Chester in north-west England, Bath in south-west
England, Leeds in Yorkshire, north England, and Edinburgh in Scotland.
Lissom & Muster, Manchester, north-west England
If you are more a fan of craftsmanship and timeless style rather than trendy fast fashion,
Lissom & Muster’s showroom on Tib Street in Manchester is the place for you. The store
carefully sources and commissions a handsome selection of brogues, classic overcoats and
beautiful bags, much of which is exclusively made for Lissom & Muster by British artisans.
The practical but good-looking styles they stock are based on those that were formed from
the ‘necessity to do a job’ – such as working the land, riding horses and fishing.
21st Century Kilts, Edinburgh,
Scotland
In 1996, designer Howie Nicholsby
invented 21st Century Kilts, the brand
that has given Scottish traditional
dress a shake-up, even among
Hollywood celebrities. Although
Howie does use tweed and tartan, he
also makes kilts in leather, gold
denim, camouflage and pinstripe. You
can get measured up for a bespoke
piece or choose from the ready to
rear collection, designed to get more
men wearing a kilt day-to-day. The
21st Century Kilts - a modern Scottish style statement.
store on Edinburgh’s Thistle Street is
open Tuesday to Saturday and it’s best to make an appointment.
Murdock London
It’s not just clothes that make the man; for premium male grooming, Murdock London
offers traditional wet shaves, beard trims and shoe polishes for the modern gentleman. It
also sells a luxury accessories range including ties, handkerchiefs and leather bags. There
are six London branches of Murdock, with two in Shoreditch (east London) and Seven Dials
(near Covent Garden), as well private spaces in Liberty and the stylish surroundings of
Hackett's grand townhouse on King Street, just across the road from Covent Garden Plaza.
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Belstaff – London, Manchester and Glasgow
Founded in 1924, Belstaff is a British luxury lifestyle brand rooted in motor racing and
focused around an ethos of ‘luxury in motion’. Renowned for high-performance waterproof
outerwear, it’s a popular choice for motorcyclist enthusiasts and aviators. Belstaff has
stores in Manchester, Glasgow, and its London flagship store, Belstaff House on New Bond
Street.
Alfred Dunhill’s Bourdon House, London, England
Alfred Dunhill’s Bourdon House in London’s Mayfair is the ultimate luxury man cave.
Located in a majestic Georgian mansion that was once the residence of the Duke of
Westminster, the flagship property of luxury menswear brand Alfred Dunhill is not
your usual shop, but a unique shopping experience designed especially for the modern
gentleman. Exuding British sophistication, the house is adorned with refined leather
goods and legendary Dunhill items. In addition to the retail floor, there is a custom
tailoring shop, a marble-clad spa, an old-fashioned barbershop, an intimate 12-seater
screening room available for private hire, and a stylish cellar bar with an outdoor
terrace.
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Shopping: luxury for children
Who says luxury is just for adults? From designers such as Burberry and Ralph Lauren to
boutique stores filled with hand-picked items, there’s plenty of choice to spoil little VIPs in
Britain.
Get lost in Harrods’ enchanted forest
or become a real princess, London
Head to Harrods’ 26,000 square-foot
Toy Kingdom for the ultimate multisensory experience, complete with
enchanted forest, intergalactic
science lab, curious sweet emporium
and toy 'grand canyon'. On the fourth
floor you can find The Harrods Disney
Room, where young princesses can
enjoy the Bibbidi Bobbidi Boutique,
where their very own Fairy
Godmother-in-Training will help them
The Harrods Disney room, London
choose their hairstyle, face paint and
nail colour. The royal experience includes exclusively-designed ball gowns in luxurious
fabrics, a princess tiara, a crystal Cinderella slipper, and 11 princess dolls.
Get your fashion fix with Burberry, Manchester
Enjoy a shopping spree at the Intu Shopping Centre in
Manchester where a deluxe selection of luxury
children's garments await at Burberry in the iconic
Selfridges. Little ladies can wrap up in chilly weather
with a black quilted shearling and leather trim coat for
£695, or be the belle of the ball in a black and gold
spot silk dress for £475. Little gentleman can look the
part in a classic navy suit for £450. Choose from
classic pieces, smart accessories, and seasonal
essentials.
Staple pieces for style icons in-the-making, Leeds
Harvey Nichols in Leeds, home to luxury and designer
brands, offers a wealth of sumptuous clothing to
choose from for little fashionistas. Book an
appointment with its style concierge and let its team
help you choose that extra-special outfit from their
A Harvey Nichols store front sign in
Leeds, England. © VisitBritain
range of kids’ wear. Choose from Stella McCartney,
Fendi or Gucci for those wardrobe must-haves, or Marie Chantel, Pepa & Co, and Armani
Kids for style icons in-the-making.
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Enjoy a private birthday party at
Hamleys, Cardiff
The special birthday girl or boy can
celebrate at the ultimate party in
Hamleys toy store in Cardiff, the
Welsh capital. Choose from a variety
of themed experiences at the
exclusive event, and have the whole
party room to yourself! There's the
superhero party, a safari experience
or a tea party to choose from. Expect
fun and games from the Hamleys
team, Hamleys invitations, party
Hamleys Toy Store in London © VisitBritain, Britain on
View
food, a Hamleys gift bag for each
child, and an extra special gift for the birthday child. What’s more the excitement of
Hamleys store awaits afterwards where hundreds of toys can be browsed.
Find the latest fashion for your little VIPs
Head to Petite Pomme in Glasgow where you'll find designer children’s wear ranging in
lines from the French favourite Lili Gaufrette to the classic British label D'arcy Brown.
From the classic pieces of Il Gufo, to the practical style of Petit Bateue, mini shoppers are
sure to find something that takes their fancy. Look out for staple pieces from Jean
Bourget, Eliane et Lena, IKKs, Rykiel enfant, Ralph Lauren, Dodi Petto, Sarah Louise and
Old Soles shoes. The boutique provides design wear for new-borns up to girls age 14 and
boys age 12.
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Shopping: ideas for luxury gifts or souvenirs
Looking for a unique memento to remind you of your trip to Britain, or gifts for those left
at home? Whether it’s gold, tartan, perfume or food, Britain has unique souvenirs and gifts
to suit all tastes.
The Harrods gold bar, London,
south-east England
Harrods in Knightsbridge is one of
Britain’s best-known and largest
stores, selling a huge range of goods
across seven floors and 330
departments. One of its most
exclusive products is gold, and it
offers its very own Harrods bar.
Minted in 24 carat gold, and made in
Switzerland, the bar bears the iconic
Harrods H, and comes in a matt
black presentation box. Buying for a
Shopping at Harrods © British Tourist Authority
fashionista? Harrods also sells a
gold ingot designed by Jean Paul Gaultier.
Design your own piece of Wedgwood,
Staffordshire, central England
Wedgwood is an iconic British brand,
started by founder Josiah Wedgwood
in Staffordshire in 1759. More than
250 years later, the company still
produces quality ceramics. These
include its Prestige range, made up of
hand-crafted goods, finely decorated,
which make excellent gifts. But for a
truly unique souvenir, head to the
World of Wedgwood, an hour’s drive
from Birmingham in central England.
See craftsmen in action at the World of Wedgwood ©
Tour the factory and see Wedgwood’s
VisitBritain/ Martin Brent
craftsmen at work, before having a go
yourself. You can either throw your own pot, or take a piece of pre-made Wedgewood
pottery and add your own design.
Create a hamper at Fortnum & Mason, London, south-east England
Fortnum & Mason has been a fixture in London’s Piccadilly since 1707, and specialises in
stocking high-quality, quintessentially British food – it even supplies groceries to the
Queen. One of its best-known products is its hampers – contents vary by season, but
expect a selection of teas, sweet treats and fine preserves from its huge collection. Your
chosen products will be encased in a traditional wicker basket that can be kept long after
the contents have been consumed. Order the hamper in-store and the company will ship
internationally.
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Bespoke tartan, Edinburgh, Scotland
Kinloch Anderson was founded in
Scotland in 1868, and is renowned for
its Highland Dress, which includes
tartans and kilts. It holds three Royal
Warrants as tailors and kiltmakers to
the Queen, Duke of Edinburgh, and
the Prince of Wales, and
manufactures the royal family’s
Balmoral Tartan, which can only be
worn with the Queen’s permission.
Visit its Edinburgh shop and buy an
item in your family’s tartan, or if your
Get in on the trend for tartan © VisitBritain/ Peter Beavis
clan doesn’t have one, design your
own. Kinloch Anderson will work with you at every step of the process, and at the end your
design will be listed on the Scottish Register of Tartans.
Commission a unique jewellery design,
Birmingham, central England
Steeped in rich history, Birmingham’s
Jewellery Quarter is the city’s ‘golden
mile’, home to more than 100 specialist
outlets. With shopfronts glinting with gold
and dripping with diamonds you’ll be sure
to find gifts galore. If, however, you’re
after something extra special, a number of
the jewellers take commissions to design
bespoke, one-off pieces. Silversmith Becca
Williams makes pieces inspired by coastal
landscapes; firm Dripgold specialises in
engagement rings; while award-winning
Spoilt for choice in the Birmingham Jewellery
designer Fei Liu fuses eastern heritage
Quarter © VisitBritain/ Howard Sayer
and western design in his colourful
creations. Birmingham is around one hour 30 minutes on the train from London.
Bottle your own whisky at the Glenfiddich distillery, Banffshire, Scotland
Glenfiddich is one of the world’s best-known brands of single malt whisky and has a long
history - the first drop of spirit fell from its copper stills on Christmas Day 1887. The
company is still run by descendants of its founder William Grant, with its distillery based in
Banffshire, Scotland – around an hour and a half by road from Aberdeen. Book the
pioneers’ tour and enjoy a half-day exploration of the distillery, and a tasting session
involving five of the company’s finest whiskies. You’ll also get the chance to create your
own exclusive souvenir – a bottle of whisky that you’ll fill yourself from a cask specifically
selected by the firm’s malt master.
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Create a signature scent at Floris, London,
south-east England
Floris is the world’s oldest independent
family-run perfumer, and is still based in
the shop it opened in 1730 in London’s
Jermyn Street, near to Piccadilly Circus.
The only perfumer to hold a Royal
Warrant from the Queen, it offers
customers the unique chance to create
their own, bespoke signature scent. This
takes approximately six months, with a
minimum of three consultations with the
Floris team – the end result is presented
in a bottle engraved with the recipient’s
initials.

The smell of success: Floris. Image courtesy Sister
PR

Pick up sumptuous sweet treats at Charbonnel et Walker, London, south-east England
Charbonnel et Walker is one of Britain’s oldest chocolatiers. It was formed in 1875, and has
been a fixture on London’s Bond Street ever since – famous customers over the years have
included Princess Diana, Lauren Bacall and Noel Coward, as well as the Queen. Pick a
selection of chocolates and truffles, crafted to the company’s own recipe. They’ll be
presented in a handmade box complete with satin ribbon – the perfect sweet treat to take
home.
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